Bedford Pregbytevian Church

105 Pest Main Street, Bedford, Yirginia
FFrom 1844 to 2024 (180 Dears)

Week of January 14"

We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities.

Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.

We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

Bedford Presbyterian is a Biblically and
:é Prayerfully Guided Christian Family of
2 Disciples, Loving God and Serving Others

Christian Family of Disciples
Loving God & Serving Others



The Approach to God

One: The peace of Christ be with you
All:  And Also with you

Prelude “Like a River Glorious” Wyrtzen
Words of Welcome

Call to Worship

One: The heavens declare the glory of God and His generosity to His creation.

All:  There is so much beauty in this world He has made.

One: Truly, every good and perfect gift is from above and comes down from the Father of
lights. He does not change like shifting shadows. He chose to give us birth through the
word of truth that we might be a kind of first fruits of all He created.

All: Let us sing and shout our praise and thanksgiving to God.

Hymn “For the Beauty of the Earth” Hymn 40

Prayer of Confession

Gracious and loving God, open our hearts so that we are able to admit to You the fullness of
our lives — that which is beautiful and good and that which is hurtful and hateful. We confess
that we do not follow Jesus in all that we do. We love with condition. We judge and condemn.
We cast the first stone and keep the logs in our own eyes. We do not turn to You as the source
of our healing. Forgive us, we pray. Forgive our sin and empower us to be vessels of Christ’s
goodness and love. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon:
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.

Gloria “Glory to the Father” Rutledge

Proclaiming the Word of God
Introduction to Scripture

Scripture James 1: 1-18

Hymn “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” Hymn 308



Sermon Upside Down, Right Side Up

Years ago our son gave us a new Christmas decoration for the outside of our home. It was an inflatable
snowman standing on his head with a warm hearted, welcoming smile. As | was thinking about this new
sermon series on the book of James in the New Testament, | was reminded of that snowman. In the eyes
of the world Christians and their beliefs often seem to be upside down, completely out of step with the
latest cultural trends. Upon further examination, however, what Christians believe is not only closer to
what the Lord has imparted unto us in the Scriptures, but also much closer to a way of life that actually
works, that is truly successful and genuinely beneficial to those who pursue it. Like the snowman, God’s
people are smiling because down deep they know they are not upside down, but in fact are right side up.

That’s what we will be discovering beginning this Sunday and continuing in the weeks to come as we begin
this new sermon series, “Putting Your Faith to Work.” In many respects the book of James is just like the
book of Proverbs in the Old Testament. It is a collection of short, insightful instructions to help us put our
faith to work as we live out our lives day by day. So let’s get started because James has a lot to impart
unto us in the first eighteen verses of his letter that was read to us just a few moments ago.

However, before we dig into this passage of Scripture, let’s begin by spending a few moments talking
about the author of this letter and the audience to whom he wrote it. The writer identifies himself as
“James, a servant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ.” That’s all he says about himself. Who was he? There
are a number of people in the New Testament named James and we could spend a great deal of time
trying to figure out which one is the author. Most people, including myself, believe that this letter was
written by the pastor, the chief elder of the church in Jerusalem. Here’s why. In the early days of the
church there was a controversy about Gentiles becoming Christians without first adopting the religious
traditions and practices of Judaism. In Acts 15:1-35, James addressed this controversy and along with the
leaders of the church sent out a letter to hopefully bring it to an end. It stands to reason, therefore, that
he could have sent out a second letter, the very one that we’re going to be taking a look at beginning this
morning.

Additionally, many believe that this James was the brother of Jesus. The Scriptures tell us that Mary and
Joseph had other children after Jesus was born. In other words, Jesus had brothers and sisters as well as
an earthly father and mother. After His resurrection and ascension into heaven, Jesus’ brothers were
members of a large group of believers who awaited the promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the
Upper Room, the place where the Last Supper had been celebrated. Acts 1:14 states, “They all joined
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary, the mother of Jesus and with His
disciples.” Because of his relationship to Jesus and because of his leadership as the pastor of the very first
Christian congregation, it’s not hard to imagine that he would have been well respected throughout the
Christian community and that, indeed, seems to be the case.

Furthermore, here are a few more details to consider. According to tradition, James was a very devout
individual. Today we would call him a Messianic Jew. He believed in Jesus, but was also a strict adherent
to the Jewish faith in which he had been born and raised. He was also a man of prayer. He believed in
keeping in touch with His Heavenly Father. In fact, he was known as “old camel knees,” because they were
wrinkled and knarred like a camel’s from the hours he spent in prayer on his knees. Wanting to encourage
fellow Jewish believers, it is therefore not surprising to discover that the first verse of his letter is
addressed to “the twelve tribes scattered among the nations.” In other words he was addressing
members of the twelves tribes of Israel, fellow Jews living throughout the Roman world. He wanted them
to be strengthened in their walk with the Lord.



We, of course, are not Jewish. We do not follow a lot of the teachings and practices of Judaism, although

there are some that we ought to. Nevertheless, you will discover that what James had to say in his letter

can be applied to our own lives. So let’s take a look at what he wrote in those first eighteen verses. We'll

discover there are five important things, like tools in a spiritual tool chest, that we need to utilize. Each of
them will help us to put our faith to work in such a way that we can build a way of life for ourselves, which
is not only beautiful to behold, but is also one that really works. Let me share them with you in an outline
form.

1. TRIALS ARE A BLESSING (verses 2-4 and 12). In today’s world, people flee from trials and
difficulties. We want everything to be nice and easy. We give participation awards to athletes
even if they just sit on the sidelines doing little or nothing. However, there’s an old saying, “No
pain, no gain.” That’s what James is saying. When we face difficulties, especially when
criticized or persecuted because of our Christian faith, we should not flee from such situations,
but stand up with a spirit of determined perseverance. Here’s the reason why. Perseverance
produces maturity and that’s what we need today. We need Christians who are mature
because like a good athlete, they have faced the worst that an adversary can throw at them,
but have risen above the challenge. They are the kind of people who experience a profound
sense of joy because they have stood strong and true for the Lord. They stand up for Christ and
for what is right, even when the winds of adversity are howling. Not only that, in verse twelve,
James reminds us that those who persevere receive “the crown of life that God has promised to
those who love Him.” He’s speaking not only of eternal life, but also of the kind of
commendation that Jesus spoke of in His parable of the talents. The master says, “Well done
thou good and faithful servant.” Isn’t that what we want to hear when we stand before Christ
in heaven?

2. WISDOM IS NOT INSTANTANEOUS (verses 5-8). Wisdom is the right use of knowledge and that
implies a resource which can provide impeccable insight. For Christians that resource is God.
As Proverbs 2:6 states, “For the LORD gives wisdom, and from His mouth come knowledge and
understanding.” Acquiring that kind of wisdom requires prayer, the kind of prayer that is built
upon a personal relationship with God. Acquiring godly wisdom also takes time. It’s not
instantaneous. Often God lets us stew and brew over an issue until we’re ready to hear what
He has to say and hopefully follow His counsel. That’s why James says, “He who doubts is like a
wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind” (James 1:6). In other words a “double-minded”
person doesn’t really trust God or the wisdom He is willing to provide. There’s an old saying
from the Davy Crocket TV series of years ago that pretty well sums up what James is saying, “Be
sure you're right and then go ahead.” For Christians, being sure you’re right means checking in
with the Lord before you make the kind of decisions that could really impact your life and the
lives of others.

3. WEALTH IS FLEETING (verses 9-11). Now here’s a nugget of wisdom that seems to be upside
down. It's the wealthy who are usually the ones who are prideful, not the other way around,
not those of more modest means. Well don’t be so sure. Those who have won the lottery will
tell you that lots of money attracts lots of friends and can slip through your fingers like water
going down the drain. James says that the wealthy are like plants that wither in the hot
sunlight. He concludes, “In the same way, the rich man will fade away even while he goes
about his business” (James 1:11). That’s what happened during the Great Depression when a
number of businessmen took the short way down from their office windows. An old Chinese
proverb states, “Acquiring wealth is like riding a tiger. It's dangerous to dismount, lest you be
eaten up.” That’s why Jesus warned His disciples that the accumulation of wealth can be



dangerous. Remember the parable about the rich man and Lazarus. Both men suddenly died.
Lazarus was received into the arms of Abraham. The rich man was ushered into a hotter realm.

. TEMPTATION IS WITHIN (verses 13-15). When you get right down to it, temptation does not

come from God or even His adversary. It comes from within. For example, you’re riding down
the road by a car dealership when you see a beautiful new automobile. It's absolutely
gorgeous. Yes, | know it’s been placed in such a way as to draw your attention and perhaps
there have been some newspaper and TV advertisements to attract your interest.
Nevertheless, you are the one who has to turn into the dealership and express your interest in
what is being offered. The same is true with other kinds of attractions that are of a much more
serious nature, the kind of attractions that are genuinely sinful. James paints a picture of a
person literally being dragged away by his or her own desires. The desire gives birth to a sinful
pursuit that eventually leads to dreadful consequences. There are literally thousands of
individuals in prison because their sexual desires led them astray and in at least one instance
was instrumental in that person’s death. Like James, Jesus said in His Sermon on the Mount
that adultery begins in the heart and He was right on when He uttered those words (Matthew
5:27-30).

EVERY GOOD AND PERFECT GIFT IS FROM ABOVE (verses 16-18). No, I’'m not taking us on
another journey to Christmas. But the fact of the matter is God did bestow a marvelous gift
unto us when He sent His Son into our world. In fact, God’s gift at Christmas is probably the
inspiration for a treasured picture in our home, a beautiful calligraphy in the shape of a
Christmas tree with the words of James 1:17 etched among its branches, “Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above and cometh down from the Father of Lights.” When James said
in the next verse that God chose to give us birth through the Word of Truth and that we were
like the first fruits of that decision, he was talking about Jesus Christ. He is God’s gift to us so
that we might be saved. But there are other gifts as well that God bestows upon us. Looking
back over my years of Christian ministry, God has gifted me in some wonderful ways. For
example, my calling to be the pastor of a church that | served in Portsmouth, Virginia for thirty
years, had nothing to do with me. It had nothing to do with my training, my experience, or even
my desire to serve that particular congregation. It was an out of the blue invitation to serve as
the pastor of that church. Simply put it was a wonderful gift from God. Now as you look back
over your own lives, | bet there are some instances, some treasured memories, where you
realize that God gifted you in a very special, almost miraculous way. Stop for just a moment
and thank Him.

Remember that happy, little, upside down snowman? He’s still smiling and | hope you know why. He
knows something that | hope you know as well. Upside down sometimes means that things are really right
side up, especially for us as Christians. Yes, the world may think that we’ve got it all wrong. But we know
better. Being upside down with God is a whole lot better than being right side up with the world. In fact,
from God’s point of view and hopefully our own, it’s really like being right side up.

Response to the Word of God

“Father of Lights” Tomlin



Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only Son
our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.

On the third day He rose from the dead, He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty. From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.

Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” Hymn 34

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Almighty and most merciful God, from You comes every good and perfect gift. We give You praise
and thanks for all Your mercies. Your goodness has created us, Your bounty has sustained us,
Your discipline has chastened us, Your patience has borne with us, Your love has redeemed us.
Give us a heart to love and serve You and enable us to show our thankfulness for all Your
goodness and mercy by giving up ourselves to Your service and cheerfully submitting in all things
to Your blessed will; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Closing Hymn ‘Like a River Glorious” Hymn 435
The Sending Forth

Benediction

Postlude “‘Was Gott tut, das ist wohlgetan” Walther

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory
of Audie Lambert, by Margaret Lambert.

Inclement Weather
It's that time of year when the weather can throw us some curves. When inclement weather
creates circumstances that are potentially dangerous, we will send out a “Grace Note” announcing
that Sunday worship services and/or other activities are cancelled. We will also send notification
to WSLS, WSET and WDBJ. As always, however, use your best judgement when venturing out
during inclement weather. We want everyone to be safe and secure.



January 2024

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6
Office closed Something
More, 3 pm
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
10 am Worship Deacon’s
Communion 1:30 pm
Something
More, 3 pm
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
10 am Worship Something
5¢ a Meal More, 3pm
BCM collection
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10 am Worship Something
Potluck More, 3pm
28 29 30 31
10 am Worship Something
More, 3pm

Congregational
Meeting
Session




Joys- January 14"
Joy- Lori Stetson- joy to spend time with Savannah

Concerns- January 14

Avery: Tinkie, hospice care
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) colon cancer
Mark- (nephew) open heart surgery, caregiver of special needs adult
Benton: Tracey Thomas (daughter’s friend) transplant problems
Blair: Ecumenical youth group
Tonya: extra security in Arizona for religious communities
Boone: Linda Cole- heart transplant
Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) in hospital, pneumonia
Karen Mann- (friend) stroke, in rehab
Callahan: Mary Jane (friend) cancer
Steve Chaffin (friend) blood clots
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Vicky-(friend) recurring lymphoma
May- (friend) breast cancer
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Lory Graham- (friend) health issues, wife caretaker
Brenda Wilkerson- UVA- seizures
DeHart: Dawn’s mother gall bladder surgery
Michael Rutter- septic shock, amputation
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) cancer
Dallas (friend) heart issues
Foster: Ron (brother-in-law) in home
Howard & Lynn (brother) difficulty with legs, wife dementia
Tom- home
Prayers for everyone on dialysis
Goode: prayers for Eunice, health issues
Rodney & Connie Groggins (husband’s cousins) Connie
Alzheimer’s, Rodney caregiver, health issues
Cynthia- (friend) physical therapy
Those held hostage in Gaza
Gould: Prayers for family on passing of son
Grigg: Beth Falwell- starting cancer treatments
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems



Kuhn- Kibbey: Phyllis Smith (friend) heart attack
Dot- fell, waiting for more tests
Lambert: Margaret caring for brother, strokes, doing better
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara (AL'’s sister) intense headaches
Gayle- doing better
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Kyle Coble- (cousin) leukemia
Rev. Pam Ledbetter
James Morgan (cousins husband) spot on lung
John Hargett (friend) slow recovery may never walk
Ron- heart issues
Narwid: Ed- not doing well
Salley : Prayers for family on passing of John’s father
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) doing well
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) doing well
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) that she comes to the Lord
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Nick, Tiffany, Savannah- Savannah back in hospital
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Two firefighters who suffered falls
Van Dyke: Prayers for Alexander who escaped Ukraine with his family
Webb: Ann, Shawn’s great aunt, in hospital

Prayers for our nation and our President

Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons.
Prayers for new residents to come to worship with us

Prayers for Ukraine

Pray for World Peace

Prayers for Israel



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Activities for week of January 14"

Sunday: 10 am Worship

5¢ a Meal Offering

BCM collection/donation
Wednesday: 3 pm Something More
Sunday: January 215t

10 am Worship

Potluck Luncheon, Soup & Pie

January Anniversaries
Bill and Janet Yodis — 24

Next Sunday- January 21st
Bring your favorite Soup or Pie and join us after service
for a Potluck Luncheon.

\ P

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING- January 28th
Please plan on staying after the service for the
Congregational meeting.

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING

Putting Your Faith to Work
This Sunday we are beginning a new sermon series on the book of James. The writer of this New
Testament book had a pragmatic view of life. He wanted to encourage his fellow believers to put
their faith to work, to find ways that they could practice their faith in the everyday comings and
goings of life. The title of this week’s message is “Upside Down, Right Side Up.” In the first
chapter of his letter, James asserts in the first eighteen verses that what many might consider to
be upside down is really right side up in terms of how God’s people should live and practice their
faith. This week we’ll discover what he had to say and how we can make sure that we are right
side up on a number of key issues that impact our lives of God’s people.

Something More
Want to dig a little deeper into Sunday’s sermon? Then join us for ‘Something More” on
Wednesday afternoons at 3 pm. This coming week we’ll be discussing a number of topics
including the authorship of James, the way in which the book is composed and how and when this
book became a part of the New Testament. “Something More” is an opportunity to deepen and
broaden our knowledge of the Scriptures and how God’s Word can be more meaningfully applied
to our everyday living. Hope to see you on Wednesday.



