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             Week of January 7th                      

We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you  
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities. 

 
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon. 

We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services, 

meetings, activities and watching the online sermon. 

 

                          Bedford Presbyterian is a Biblically and 

Prayerfully Guided Christian Family of 

Disciples, Loving God and Serving Others 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

         The Approach to God  
 

         

        One: The peace of Christ be with you 

        All:    And Also with you    

 

             

 

        Prelude                                                          “He Is Born”                                        Teresa Wilhelmi   

 

       Words of Welcome 

 

       Call to Worship  

One:  Praise be to God who has given us His light. 

All: Honor and praise be to God for His most precious gift. 

One:  The darkness that enveloped the people, 

All:  Has been pierced by the Light of Christ. 

One:  Let us rejoice in God’s eternal goodness! 

All:  Let us praise Him with great joy and thanksgiving. 

 
 

 

 

Hymn                                               “In His Temple Now Behold Him”                     Regent Square   

Prayer of Confession 

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, we have sinned against You and against our 
neighbor, in what we have thought, in what we have said, in what we have done. 
Through ignorance, through weakness, and through our own deliberate actions, we 
have wounded Your love, and marred Your image in us. We are sorry and ashamed, and 
repent of all our sins. For the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us 
for all that is past; and lead us out from darkness to walk as children of light. 
 

Assurance of Pardon:   
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.  

All:   In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to   

         new life.  

 

Gloria                                                     “Glory to the Father”                                             Rutledge  
 

                                                       Proclaiming the Word of God  

Introduction to Scripture   

Scripture                                                     Luke 2: 21-40 

                                                              
Anthem                                                           “Rejoice”                                                  John Leavitt   



 

Sermon                        ONE LAST JOURNEY AFTER CHRISTMAS:  A TRIP TO THE TEMPLE 

It’s the first Sunday in January and if you’ve taken a look at the bulletin and the title of this Sunday’s 
sermon you’re probably wondering, “Why in the world are we still on this journey to Christmas.”  Like 
the kids in the back seat of the family’s SUV, you’re probably grumbling, “Are we there yet?  Will this 
trip never end?”  Have no fear.  This is indeed the last Sunday of our journey and it’s become not so 
much a journey to Christmas, but a journey after Christmas.  Last week it involved the flight of Mary 
and Joseph and the Christ Child to the security and safety of Egypt.  This week it involves something 
that happened much earlier, about 40 days after Christ’s birth.  In fact, it took place before the Wise 
Men arrived and before the Holy Family’s hurried departure to Egypt.  Additionally, it didn’t take place 
in Bethlehem, but rather in the beautiful temple at Jerusalem.  It was something that all good Jewish 
parents did for their first born sons.  So let’s go on one more journey, a short one of about ten miles 
and discover what happened. 
 

In many Christian homes, when a child is born, there is a Christening.  Mom and Dad take their baby to 
church along with friends and family.  The child is introduced to the congregation along with the name 
that has been selected for the little one.  Scriptures are read and prayers are offered.  Frequently 
there is a baptismal ceremony and the parents are admonished to rear their son or daughter in a 
Christian home.  Something of a similar nature took place among the Jewish people centuries ago and 
in various ways, is still being practiced today.  It involved a number of things over a period of time that 
lasted about 40 days, especially with regards to the birth of a first born son. The first was the naming 
of the child and his circumcision which took place on the eighth day of his birth.  In the twenty-first 
verse of the second chapter of his gospel, Luke tells us, “On the eighth day, when it was time to 
circumcise Him, He was named Jesus, the name the angel had given Him before He had been 
conceived.”  Luke then goes on to tell us about a second ceremony that took place about 32 days later.   
Dating all the way back to the days of slavery in Egypt, it commemorated the deliverance of the 
Israelites’ first born sons when the angel of death visited the homes of the Egyptians.  In recognition of 
what God had done for their ancestors, the people of Israel were instructed in the book of Leviticus to 
present a special offering unto the Lord near the time of the birth of their own first born sons.  For 
well to-do families it involved procuring an offering of a one year old lamb and a pigeon or turtle dove.  
For the poor the offering of two birds, either pigeons or doves, was deemed to be sufficient. 
 

Desiring to be true to the commandments of the Lord, Mary and Joseph decided to fulfill the religious 
obligation and chose to do it in at the temple in Jerusalem.  After all it wasn’t that far away.  They 
would go to the temple and present their son unto the Lord.  Being impoverished, they brought with 
them the prescribed offering of two young doves or pigeons.  Let’s see what happened. 
 

Waiting that day in the temple was a man by the name of Simeon.  He may have been a priest.  In any 
case, he was a godly man who was filled with God’s Spirit and longing for the day when the Lord would 
send a deliverer, a messiah to rescue His people.  On this particular day he felt a strange urging to 
make his way into the courtyard of the temple.  There was a vast crowd of people milling about.  Then 
he saw them, a peasant couple, the father carrying a small bird cage and the mother holding a young 
child in her arms.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die until he had 
seen the Lord’s Messiah.   Now, that promise had been fulfilled.  His pace quickened as he walked up 
to the couple and introduced himself.  Then with their permission he took the infant Jesus into his 
arms and praised the God declaring, “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your 



servant in peace.  For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all 
people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32).  Mary 
and Joseph were amazed at the scene which was unfolding before them.  Once again God was telling 
them that this child of theirs was no ordinary little baby boy.  Giving the child back into the arms of his 
mother, Simeon had more to say.  In accordance with the religious traditions of Israel, he blessed the 
family and then he said to Mary, perhaps leaning a little closer so that only she could hear what he had 
to say, “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that will 
be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.”  Then speaking very 
poignantly and personally to Mary, he whispered in her ear, “And a sword will pierce your own soul 
too” (Luke 2 34-35).  I’m sure that years later, at the foot of the cross, Mary remembered those words 
and wept. 
 

However, this was not the end of their journey to the temple.  What had just taken place had occurred 
within a small gathering, just three people and a few onlookers.  Now the whole temple courtyard was 
thrown into a commotion by an elderly prophetess named Anna.  Having lost her husband after only a 
few years of marriage, she had literally become a resident of the temple, worshipping the Lord night 
and day, fasting and praying.  Now 84 years of age, she started telling everyone she met about this 
Child and how He was the fulfillment of God’s promise to redeem His people.  Leaving the temple, 
Mary and Joseph were assured once again that their child was indeed a special gift from God. 
 

So what does this biblical account about Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus have to say to you and 
me on this first Sunday of the New Year?  Let me suggest that it speaks to us in three different ways.  
Here’s the first one.  Godly parents raise godly children.  Sometimes, I believe, we are tempted to 
believe that Jesus arrived fully aware of who He was and what He was supposed to do.  That 
assumption, however, is not supported by the Scriptures.  Just like you and me, He had to learn what it 
means to be a child of God and that learning began at home.  It began almost from the moment of His 
birth when He was given the name of Jesus and when He was dedicated to the Lord at the temple.  It 
continued as He grew up.  The gospel writer Luke tells us that Jesus’ parents celebrated the Passover 
in Jerusalem each year, a journey of about 100 miles from their home in Nazareth.  In other words, 
they were careful to observe the traditions and beliefs of Judaism and they taught them to their Son.  
That’s why Jesus amazed the teachers of the law when at the age of twelve, He accompanied His 
parents on their pilgrimage to Jerusalem and the temple.  I am personally convinced that His 
knowledge and understanding of the Scriptures was the result of what He had learned at home as well 
as the instruction that He received at the local synagogue.  I also believe that the same is true with 
regards to our children and our grandchildren.  It’s what happens at home that makes the difference 
with regards to the upbringing of our children. 
 

On Sundays we frequently sing songs written by Charles Wesley and we all know that his brother, John 
Wesley, was a great evangelist.  Those two brothers brought about a spiritual awakening that 
revolutionized and revitalized the cultural, moral and religious life of England in the 18th century.  But 
are you aware that had it not been for their mother, it is doubtful that these two men would ever have 
achieved the spiritual greatness which was bestowed upon them?  They were two of the nineteen 
children which their mother, Susanna, brought into the world.  She was the wife of a clergyman who 
served in a country parish.  Well educated herself, Susanna determined to raise her children in a godly 
home.  She began the education of her children when they were five years old.  The first thing they 
learned was the alphabet.  But it didn’t stop there.  As they grew older they were also taught Latin and 



Greek.  School was in session in her home 6 hours each day.  Furthermore, each week she set aside a 
special time for each of her children so that she could support and encourage them individually.  
When they finished their schooling at home, they were ready for the university and at least two of 
them, Charles and John attended Oxford.  Finally, she started a Bible study on Sunday afternoons for 
her family that was so popular that it attracted a multitude of people from the village where they 
lived.  Susanna Wesley is affectionately known as the “Mother of Methodism.”  What she 
accomplished is a reminder to all of us that religious education begins at home.  In fact, as many 
families are rediscovering through the home schooling movement, education in every sense of the 
word, religious and otherwise, begins at home. 
 

Here’s the second way in which this Scriptural account speaks to us.  Mary and Joseph and their new 
born child were blessed and inspired by two older adults, Simeon and Anna.  These godly individuals 
only had a momentary impact upon the lives of Jesus’ parents and their child.  I believe, however, that 
their impact was momentous.  Here’s why.  Luke concludes this passage of Scripture by declaring, 
“And the child, referring to Jesus, grew and became strong; He was filled with wisdom, and the grace 
of God was upon Him” (Luke 2:40).  I believe that this brief encounter reinforced what Mary and 
Joseph already knew.  They were the parents of a special child and it was their duty and responsibility 
to raise Him in a godly home.  I’m afraid that in our modern day society, older folks are often set aside 
as having nothing more to offer, even with regards to their own families.  Nothing could be further 
from the truth.  God can still use “senior saints” in the work of His kingdom.  That is certainly true with 
regards to our church and I hope it is certainly true with regards to the lives of our children and 
grandchildren.  Like Simeon and Anna, we too can be a source of wisdom and inspiration for the 
generations which will follow after us. 
 

Finally, there is one more thing that I would like to point out.  In my Bible, this passage of Scripture 
that we have read and studied this morning has this heading, “Jesus Presented in the Temple.”  Yes, 
for the most part this Scripture passage talks about four adults—Mary, Joseph, Simeon and Anna.  But 
without the Christ Child, it is irrelevant.  Without Him it has no meaning whatsoever.  The same is true 
with regards to our lives.  We may be engaged in all kinds of things, but if Christ is not at the very 
center of our lives, to be honest, they possess very little value.  At this point in my life, I am amazed at 
how quickly the rich, the famous and the well-known are forgotten.  The world moves on and they 
become nothing more than a brief footnote in an obituary.  So as we begin this New Year and even as 
we celebrate the Lord’s Supper this morning, let us focus our attention upon Christ, our relationship 
with Him and His guidance in how we live our lives each and every day.  Let us write these words upon 
our hearts.  They are a part of a well-known poem written by C. T. Studd, a British missionary who 
served in China, India and Africa.  It reads, “Two little lines I heard one day, traveling along life’s busy 
way; bringing conviction to my heart, and from my mind would not depart; only one life, ‘twill soon be 
past, only what’s done for Christ will last.”  
 

 
                                                       Response to the Word of God       

 Worship Song                             “Jesus, What a Beautiful Name”                            Tanya Riches  

 

Communion                                   “What a Wondrous Love Is This”                            Instrumental 

                                                         “Alas and Did My Savior Bleed”    
 



Doxology                                                       “Doxology”                                                     Hymn 44 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving                           

Heavenly Father, we have recalled this day how Jesus was dedicated as a baby in the temple. We 

remember how Simeon declared Jesus to be a light to reveal God to the nations. Today we rejoice 

and give thanks that His light has found its way into our hearts. Help us to be bearers of that light 

to a dark and lonely world that desperately needs Jesus. 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   
 

Closing Hymn                              “O Lord, Now Let Thy Servant”                                 Lancashire  

The Sending Forth 

Benediction  
     

Postlude                                       “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”                      Teresa Wilhelmi   

 

 
 

 

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory 
 of Audie Lambert, by Margaret Lambert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

January 2024 

Sun Mon Tue   Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

1 
Office closed  

2 3 
Something 

More, 3 pm 

4 5 
 

6 
 

7 
10 am Worship 

Communion 
    

8 
 

9 
  
  

 

10 

 Deacon’s  

1:30 pm 

 

Something 

More, 3 pm 

  

11 
  

12 
 

13 
 

14 
10 am Worship 

5¢ a Meal 

BCM collection  
  

15 
 

 

16 
 

 

17 
Something 

More, 3pm 

18 
  

19 
 

20 
  

21 

10 am  Worship 

Potluck  
 

22 

   

  

   

23 

 

 

24 
Something 

More, 3pm 

25 

  

26 
 

 

 

27 
 

28 
  

10 am  Worship 

Congregational 

Meeting 

Session  
   

  

29 
  

30 
  

  

 31 

Something 

More, 3pm 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                              Joys- January 7th          

  Joy- James Fleming joyous to have family visiting and new great grandson 

  Joy- Ellen Foster, brother-in-law was able to be home for Christmas   

  Joy- Christy Boone, thanking all that help with Shepherds table  
 

                                                            Concerns- January 7th                                                                            

Avery: Tinkie, hospice care 

Barefoot: wife’s family on passing of brother  

Barnes:  Kim Hedrick- (friend) colon cancer 

     Mark- (nephew) open heart surgery, caregiver of special needs adult  

Benton: Tracey Thomas (daughter’s friend) transplant problems  

Blair: Ecumenical youth group  

      Tonya: extra security in Arizona for religious communities 

Boone: Linda Cole- heart transplant  

     Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) in hospital, pneumonia 

Callahan: Mary Jane (friend) cancer 

    Steve Chaffin (friend) blood clots  

Compter: two brothers- unbelievers 

     Prayers for friends to come to the Lord 

     Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure   

     Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities  

     Vicky-(friend) recurring lymphoma 

     May- (friend) breast cancer   

Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems 

     Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care 

     Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith 

     Lory Graham- (friend) health issues, wife caretaker 

     Brenda Wilkerson- UVA- seizures  

DeHart: Dawn’s mother gall bladder surgery  

     Michael Rutter- septic shock, amputation 

Easter: Ruby Key (friend) cancer 

     Dallas (friend) heart issues  

Foster: Ron (brother-in-law)  in home  

     Howard & Lynn (brother) difficulty with legs, wife dementia  

     Tom- home  

     Prayers for everyone on dialysis   

  Goode: prayers for Eunice, health issues 

       Rodney & Connie Groggins (husband’s cousins) Connie   

       Alzheimer’s, Rodney caregiver, health issues 

       Cynthia- (friend) physical therapy  

      Those held hostage in Gaza  

  Gould: Prayers for family on passing of son 

  Grigg: Beth Falwell- starting cancer treatments  

 



Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder 

     Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems 

Kuhn- Kibbey: Phyllis Smith (friend) heart attack 

Lambert: Margaret caring for brother, strokes, doing better   

Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems             

     Steven-(son’s boss) going blind  

     Barbara (AL’s sister) intense headaches 

     Gayle- doing better 

Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders 

       Forensic scientists who deal with crime      

       Kyle Coble- (cousin) leukemia  

       Rev. Pam Ledbetter, recovering from stroke  

       James Morgan (cousins husband) spot on lung 

       John Hargett (friend) slow recovery may never walk 

       Ron- heart issues 

       Margaret’s sister-in-law, surgery  

Monk: Libby, recovering from procedure  

Narwid: Ed- not doing well 

Salley : Prayers for family on passing of John’s father  

Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson) 

       Scott- (son-in-law) doing well    

Scheurer:  Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer  

        Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer  

        Sonny (son) doing well  

Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) that she comes to the Lord  

Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer 

      Nick, Tiffany, Savannah- Savannah back in ICU 

Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems 

         Two firefighters who suffered falls 

Van Dyke: Rich Anderson (nieces’ husband) recovering 

 
 

 Prayers for our nation and our President 

 Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation 

 Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons.  

 Prayers for new residents to come to worship with us  

 Prayers for Ukraine                

 Pray for World Peace             

 Prayers for Israel  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                               ANNOUNCEMENTS 

         

Activities for week of January 7th                              

 Sunday: 10 am Worship 

                Communion                

Wednesday: 1:30 pm Deacon’s  

                3 pm Something More       

Sunday: January 14th                                  

               10 am Worship 

               5¢ a Meal Offering 

               BCM collection/donation  
                                                                                      

January  Birthdays 
Christy Boone  - 8 

 

January Anniversaries 
Bill and Janet Yodis – 24 

 
 

 

                               

 

New Office Hours 
Beginning in January our interim pastor will have office hours at the church  

on Wednesdays, 10 am to 12 noon.  Stop by for a visit.   
He would love to speak with you. 

 
 
 

Putting Your Faith to Work 
Beginning in January our interim pastor will begin a new series of sermons taken from the book of 
James in the New Testament.  James was the pastor/chief elder of the church in Jerusalem and 

he may have been one of the children born to Mary and Joseph after the birth of Jesus.  He had a 
pragmatic view of life.  He wanted to encourage his fellow believers to put their faith to work.  In 

the coming weeks we will take a look at what he had to say and see if there are some things in his 
letter that will enable us as Christians to live our lives more effectively. 

 


