Bedford Presbyterian Chureh

105 West Main Street, Bedford, Pirginia
JFrom 1844 to 2023 (179 Pears)

Week of November 121"

We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.

Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.

We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
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Loving God & Serving Others



The Approach to God

One: The peace of Christ be with you
All:  And Also with you

Prelude ‘He Leadeth Me” Tracy Phillips Copper
With “God Leads Us Along”

Call to Worship
One: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.
All: O give thanks to the God of gods, for His steadfast love endures forever.
One: O give thanks to the Lord of lords, for His steadfast love endures forever;
All: Who alone does great wonders, for His steadfast love endures forever.

Hymn of Praise “Give to Our God Immortal Praise” Hymn 63

Prayer of Confession
Our loving Lord, we take comfort knowing that You are our fortress and our deliverer. In
Your grace, give us the strength to resist the lures of sin and to walk in righteousness.
Lord, You know our struggles, our weaknesses, and where we are most likely to fall. We
cannot face these temptations alone. We need Your divine help, Your power and Your
guidance to overcome. May Your Spirit within us help us to stand firm against the
cunning plans of the enemy and to reject the enticing whispers of sin. In Your name we
pray. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon:
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.

Gloria “Glory Be to the Father”

Proclaiming the Word of God
Introduction to Scripture

Scripture: Matthew 6:13
1 Corinthians 10:13

Worship Song “God Our Father” Sam Hargreaves



Sermon Lead Us Not into Temptation
Mother had just finished putting the final touches on her chocolate cake for dinner. It was covered

in delicious mounds of milk chocolate icing. Turning to her daughter who was coloring a picture
with her crayons, she said, “Rachel, don’t touch that cake, not even a finger’s worth of icing. It's a
special present for Daddy who will be coming home tonight after a long trip. Do you hear me?
“Yes Mommy, | hear you,” the little girl said. But when Mom left to visit a neighbor with the cake
sitting right in front of her on the kitchen counter, the thought of just one little dab of icing was
awfully tempting. A short while later Mom returned. Much to her surprise, Rachel was not in the
kitchen. Somewhat concerned, she cried out, “Rachel where are you?” “I’'m in my bedroom,”
Rachel replied. Walking down to the bedroom, Mom poked her head in, saw her daughter busily
coloring and asked, “Why did you leave the kitchen? It's a lot warmer there.” “Oh Mommy, the
little girl said, “I looked at that chocolate cake and it smelled so good and looked so inviting that |
couldn’t stand it. The temptation was just too great. | decided the bedroom was a safer place to
color than in the kitchen.”

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” That’s what Jesus taught us to pray. The
second part is easy enough to understand, especially in the times in which we live. But how about
the first part, “lead us not into temptation?” How can we pray to a God who would lead us to a
place or put us in a set of circumstances where we would be tempted to do something that we
know is wrong? Remember the old “Flip Wilson Show?” Whenever Flip got caught doing
something that he was not supposed to be doing, he’d say, “The devil made me do it.” Does our
good, loving, caring Creator have a demonic side to His personality, tempting us to do things that
are wrong? Or is there something we’re missing in this part of the Lord’s Prayer. Let’s find out.

For starters, the word “temptation” can have several different meanings. It can refer to those
situations where we have to choose between doing something good, or doing something bad.
Remember this Disney cartoon? Pluto, that loveable old pup, has been aggravated almost to the
breaking point by a pesky little kitten. Now the little kitty has fallen into a deep well. Looking down
into the well, Pluto is confronted with a decision he must make. On one of Pluto’s shoulders a
little demon appears and says, “Let the kitten drown.” On the other an angel cries out, “Save the
little kitty.” Well sometimes dealing with temptation comes down to making a choice between
doing what is good and what is evil with definite consequences depending on which choice we
make.

The word “temptation” can also have another meaning. It can refer to a time of testing when we
must decide whether we’re going to be true to our convictions and especially our relationship with
Christ or whether we’re going to cave in and abandon Him. Take for example, what happened to
Peter. On the night that Jesus was arrested, He told Peter, “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to
sift you as wheat. But | have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you
have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” If you will remember, Peter responded, “Lord, | am
ready to go with you to prison and to death” (Luke 22:22-23). Well, we all know what happened.
Later on that very night in the courtyard of the high priest, Peter denied that he even knew Jesus
on three different occasions. He had failed the test of loyalty and the Scriptures tell us that he
went away and wept bitterly. Sometimes facing temptation means deciding whether we’re going
to stand up for convictions and our Savior, or whether we’re going to turn scared and run away.



So, temptation is real, no matter what kind of temptation we’re facing. But why should we ask our
heavenly Father to refrain from leading us there? Why should we ask Him to NOT lead us into
temptation? I've given this a great deal of thought. In fact, Sherry and | have talked about it and
she’s asked the very same question that you're probably asking yourself right now. Why would
God want to lead us astray? Why should we have to ask Him, “Please don’t take us to a place or
a set of circumstances where we will be tempted, possibly beyond our ability to resist? We don’t
want to go there, so why do we have to ask You not to send us there?”

Here’s the best answer that | have come up with and it goes all the way back to the Garden of
Eden. Temptation is the unavoidable consequence that arises from our freedom of will. Let me
explain. When God created Adam and Eve, He placed them in a beautiful garden and He said
that they could eat any of the fruit in that garden except for the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil. In other words, they were given the right or privilege of making decisions, of
making choices. God could have denied them this privilege by simply not planting the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil in the garden. But He didn’t. Planting that tree meant that He had to
open the door to the possibility of temptation entering into the human experience. They would not
only be able to make decisions related to morality, the knowledge of good and evil, but also the
decision as to whether they would obey or disobey their Creator. Furthermore, God had to open a
door to the one who would become the tempter, the serpent who slithered down out of the
branches of that tree of knowledge. In other words temptation became the unavoidable
consequence of the freedom that God granted to Adam and Eve and to be perfectly honest the
same kind of freedom that He grants to you and me.

Could He have done otherwise? | don'’t think so. Within my lifetime, computers, especially
personal computers have come into existence. At first they were little more than repositors of
information that we could access. They were useful tools to improve our lives. But then
something happened. Some of the information we could download was not so valuable. It was
downright harmful to ourselves and others. The choices we could make were not limited to what
is good, just, or moral. In fact, just the opposite. An entire culture of evil serpents slithered out of
our computers and with all kinds of tempting propositions. Did it have to be that way? Could
safeguards have been installed? Maybe, but would those computers have been expressions of
genuine and wholehearted freedom? Probably not. Real freedom, in whatever form and shape it
takes, requires the opportunity to make decisions, to choose between at least two different
alternatives, one which is good and one which is maybe not so good.

That’s precisely what Jesus confronted after He was baptized by John the Baptist. The Scriptures
tell us, “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil” (Matthew 4:1).
In other words, the time had come for Jesus to make some important decisions about His life and
ministry and that required being led by God to a place where He would be tempted. Would He be
true to what God wanted Him to do? Or would He respond favorably to what the devil offered?
That same serpent who led Adam and Eve astray proposed some intriguing opportunities, “Turn
these stones into bread and feed not only Himself, but the multitudes. Become a super hero and
amaze everyone by jumping off the temple in Jerusalem and floating down to the pavement
below. Finally become a world ruler of all the kingdoms of this world. All Jesus had to do was to
say “yes” and all these things would come to pass, at least he said they would. Of course, as you



will remember there was also that little thing about paying homage to this adversary of God’s
sovereignty. How did Jesus respond? He reminded the devil of what the Lord had to say in the
pages of the Old Testament—“Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds
out of the mouth of God. Do not put the Lord your God to the test. Worship only the Lord your
God and serve Him only.” When Satan heard these words, he realized his mission had failed.
Jesus had been tempted just like each and every one of us, but He had resisted and risen above
those temptations.

But you say, what about me, I'm not Jesus? Don'’t put these kind of temptations in front of me!
That’'s why Paul told the Christians in Corinth, a pagan city that was chock full of temptations,
“And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are
tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up against it” (1 Corinthians
10:13).How does God do that? Just like Jesus, it may be a remembered passage of Scripture, or
perhaps a word of warning from a trusted friend, or maybe that inner voice of the Holy Spirit who
says, “Get out of there before you get into real trouble.” Whatever it is, God wants to lead us to a
place in our lives where we can stand up to and overcome our temptations. So when we pray,
“Lead us not into temptation,” what are really saying? We’re saying, “Heavenly Father, | live in a
world where there are lots of temptations. Sometimes you even lead me to a place where | must
confront them. When that happens, grab a hold of me and give me strength to resist them. But if
I’m beginning to waver, lead me away from them just as quickly as you can.”

And there’s one other thing, one more phrase in this part of the Lord’s Prayer that we need to
consider—"Deliver us from evil.” Another way to say it is—"“Deliver us from the evil one.” Who
was hiding in the Garden of Eden? Who was tempting Jesus in the wilderness? Who desires
above all else to pull you away from God and get you to enter into a destructive way of life? The
devil is pretty good at what he does. He’s a master of devious deception and I've seen him
destroy more than one life during my years of pastoral ministry. So take seriously what Paul said
in his letter to the Ephesians about the devil and the spiritual warfare which we and indeed all of
God’s people must confront, “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12).

In closing let me share a story | heard about an old farmer. Quite frequently he would pray at
church, “Lord, prop us up on our leaning side.” Intrigued by this oft repeated prayer, his pastor
asked the old farmer why he used these words over and over again in his prayers. “Well,” the
farmer said, “one day | was working out in my fields and | realized that my barn was leaning to one
side and if | didn’t do something, it was going to fall down. So | cut some boards and propped it
up on the side where it was leaning. The barn will never be straight again, but it won’t fall down.
Those boards will keep it from toppling over. Then | realized that | was like that old barn. Over
the years I'd begun leaning, old habits and old temptations pushing me over and pulling me down.
So | decided that | needed to ask the Lord to prop me up on my leaning side. And come to think
of it,” the old farmer said, “we all need a little propping up every now and then.”



| suspect that old farmer had it about right. Maybe we ought to pray the part of the Lord’s Prayer
we’ve been talking about today in a slightly different way—“Heavenly Father, when the devil’s
trying to push us over with all kinds of temptations and we’re just about to fall down, prop us up
on the leaning side.”

Response to the Word of God
Hymn “He Will Hold Me Fast” Matt Merker

Affirmation of Faith
| believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his

only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. On the third day he rose
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Doxology “Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow” Hymn 34

Prayer of Thanksgiving
God of heaven and earth, we are blessed for the many diverse ways we can worship You.

We can worship You through singing spiritual songs and hymns together. We can
worship You through our prayers and praise. We can worship You as we do the work of
our hands with all our hearts, as unto You. We worship You when we are Your hands and
feet to others in need. And we worship You through the giving of our tithes and
offerings, with gladness and adoration. Amen.

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive

our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Closing Song “l Need Thee Every Hour” Hymn 476
The Sending Forth

Benediction

Postlude “Trumpet Voluntary” Gordon Young
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Joys- November 12t
Joy- Barbara Nichols, for answered prayers and for the message today.
Concerns- November 12t

Avery: Tinkie, hospice care
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) colon cancer
Ruth- (sister) broke back, surgery
Teresa Stanley’s friend, Bobby, major surgery
Benton: Tracey Thomas (daughter’s friend) transplant problems
Tom Wilson- (friend) melanoma
Fed Beeson- (brother-in-law) upcoming surgery
Blair: Larry (John’s brother) heart attack, home
Marshall Dunlap (friend) cancer
Ecumenical youth group
Boone: Linda Cole- heart transplant
Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) enlarged hand
Callahan: Mary Jane (friend) cancer
Steve Chaffin (friend) blood clots
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Zoey Fisher-(child) reversal colostomy surgery
Vicky-(friend) recurring lymphoma
May- (friend) breast cancer
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Lory Graham- (friend) health issues, wife caretaker
Nancy Schaeffer-(friend) brain surgery
Friend in Colorado not doing well
Brenda Wilkerson- UVA- seizures
DeHart: Dawn’s mother radiation treatments
Michael Rutter- septic shock
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) cancer
Dallas (friend) heart issues
Foster: Ron (brother-in-law) out of hospital into home
Howard & Lynn (brother) difficulty with legs, wife dementia
Tom- home , kidney infection
Prayers for everyone on dialysis
Goode: prayers for Eunice, health issues
Rodney & Connie Groggins (husband’s cousins) Connie
Alzheimer’s, Rodney caregiver, health issues
Grigg: Beth Falwell- staring cancer treatments



Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Kuhn- Kibbey: Phyllis Smith (friend) heart attack
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara (AL'’s sister) intense headaches
Gayle- doing better
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Kyle Coble- (cousin) leukemia
Rev. Pam Ledbetter, auto immune, diabetes
James Morgan (cousins husband) spot on lung
John Hargett (friend) slow recovery may never walk
Ron- heart issues, home
Margaret- gastric issues
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) doing well
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) doing well
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) prays she comes to the Lord
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Nick, Tiffany, Savannah- Savannah back in ICU
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Two firefighters who suffered falls
Van Dyke: Rich Anderson (nieces’ husband) recovering

Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Activities for week of November 12th

Sunday: 10 am Worship

5¢ a Meal Offering

BCM collection
Wednesday 3 pm Something More
Sunday: November 19"

10 am Worship

Harvest Home Sunday

Potluck Luncheon

November Birthdays
Judy Harris- 13
Gerda Schubert- 13
Bill Rutledge- 23
Dianne Fain- 29
Barry Schubert- 30

November Anniversaries
Dick & Lois Diddiams- 26

2
REVIVAL

John Salley is speaking at the Salem Methodist Church Revival this coming Sunday , November 12t
through Wednesday November 15" at 7pm. You are certainly welcome to attend. Salem Methodist Church is
located at 104 Donegal Lane, Bedford, VA (on Joplin Rd.)

Thank you, Rev. John Salley

Harvest Home Sunday
November 12t

Next Sunday is Harvest Home, so bring in non-perishable food items to be delivered to BCM
for those in need. After the service that Sunday, we will be having a Potluck Luncheon, so
bring your favorite dish to share and join us for great food and fellowship.



