Bedford Presbyterian Chureh

105 YWest Main Street, Bedford, Pirginia
Jfrom 1844 to 2023 (179 Dears)

Week of November 5th

We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities.

Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.

We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
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Loving God & Serving Others



THE APPROACH TO GOD

One: The peace of Christ be with you
All:  And Also with you

Prelude “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” arr: Mark Hayes
Words of Welcome

*Call to Worship

One: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

All:  Though the earth should change and the mountains shake into the sea, we will
not fear, for God is with us.

One: The God of hosts is with us.

All: The Lord of heaven and earth is our refuge.

*Hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” Hymn 507

* Prayer of Confession
God, teach us how to love as You have loved us. Teach us to love the unloved and the
unlovable, to see others as You see them and to see ourselves in the light of Your
forgiveness and grace. Help us practice Your peculiar way of doing things. Your name is love
and the recipients of Your love are the very ones we might never consider worthy. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ, we have been born again
to new life.

*Gloria “Glory to the Father” Bill Rutledge
Children’s Time
PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD

Introduction to Scripture
Scripture Matthew 6: 12, 14-15

Worship Song “God Our Father” Sam Hargreaves



Sermon Forgive Us Our Debts

Polly was a smart parrot, but she had a nasty habit. She would say all kinds of unkind things
about her owner, Harry. One day Harry decided to teach Polly a lesson. He picked her up and
put her in the freezer compartment of his refrigerator. Polly squawked loudly for a few moments
and then hushed up. Checking to see if she was all right, Bill opened the freezer door.
Shivering and shaking, Polly said, “I'm sorry for offending you. | humbly ask for your
forgiveness.” Harry replied, “Ok, Polly I'll forgive you.” Polly then said, “If you don’t mind me
asking, what did that chicken do?”

Forgiveness! It's a very important part of the Lord’s Prayer and we need to take a serious look
at what it means when we say, “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.” Unlike the
rest of the prayer, this is a conditional request. We cannot receive God’s forgiveness, unless
we are willing to forgive one another. That's precisely what Jesus was saying in those verses
that immediately follow His model prayer. “For if you forgive men when they sin against you,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father
will not forgive your sins” (Matthew 6:14-15). Furthermore, Jesus provided us with a vivid
illustration of what happens when we possess an unforgiving spirit. The account is found in
Matthew, chapter 18, verses 21-35. It’s a parable that Jesus told in response to a question that
Peter asked, “Lord, how many times should | forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up
to seven times?” Jesus responded, “Not seven times, but seventy times seven.” Then He told
Peter and | suspect the rest of the disciples this parable.

The kingdom of heaven is like a king who decided to look over the financial records of his
servants. One of them was seriously in debt. He owed the king a vast sum of money.
Because he was not able to pay, the king ordered that this servant, his entire family and
everything he owned be sold into slavery to pay off the indebtedness. Falling to his knees, the
servant begged for forgiveness, “Be patient with me and | will repay everything | owe you.”
The king had pity on his servant and cancelled the entire debt. He released him from the
consequences of his mismanagement. Soon thereafter this servant met a fellow servant who
owed him a few dollars. He grabbed the man by the throat and demanded that he repay every
cent that he owed. The fellow servant begged for mercy, but his request was rebuffed. The
servant was thrown into jail until he could repay the entire debt. Word got around as to what
had happened and finally the king heard about what had taken place. Calling in the servant
whom he had forgiven, the king said, “You wicked servant. | forgave you everything you owed
me, but you were unwilling to forgive even a few dollars to a fellow servant. Away with you.
You will be confined to a place of torture and suffering until every penny is repaid. Then Jesus
concluded, “This is how your heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive one
another from your heart.”

This parable was lived out in the lives of two men that | knew years ago in the first church that |
served after completing my pastoral care training. They were two brothers who adamantly
refused to forgive one another. Neither of them would tell me what had happened. They each
felt the offense to be so serious that they would not even speak about it. Their animosity
towards one another had resulted in grievous consequences that impacted both them and their



families. The first brother had become an addict to over the counter pain medicines. His
addiction had a disastrous effect upon the emotional well-being of his wife and daughter. They
were two of the saddest individuals that | had ever met. The second brother was afflicted by a
severe case of rheumatoid arthritis. He could hardly move. As a result he and his family, which
included a number of children, lived in abject poverty. | became convinced that both brothers
and even their families were living tortured lives because they could not forgive one another. It
was almost as if they had been thrown into a debtor’s prison of their own making.

That’s what can happen when we harbor an unforgiving spirit. It's not that God won't forgive us.
He can'’t forgive us, because of our unwillingness to forgive others, indicates that we’ve never
really experienced His forgiveness. We've never really appreciated the fact that we have a sin
problem, that we have acquired a huge debt of grievances that we can never repay on our own.
That’'s why we need to take a look at the whole idea of sin, or as identified in the Lord’s Prayer,
our debts. In today’s world, sin has become a four letter word. We don’t want to say it or even
think about it unless it refers to someone else. Sins are the things that really bad people do,
like killing or stealing. If a person lives a halfway decent life, he or she is a pretty good person.
As far as that person is concerned, there’s really not a great deal of sin that God needs to
forgive. So that individual doesn’t have to worry about holding grudges, or being resentful
towards those who have done us wrong. In fact, he or she can almost feel justified in holding
on to belligerent attitudes and emotions. Ever heard someone say, “I'll forgive you but I'll never
forget what happened.” That person is really saying, “I still have an unforgiving spirit and it’s
buried way down deep in my memories.”

So let’s take a look at this word “sin.” That’s what Luke uses in his version of the Lord’s Prayer,
“Forgive our sins; for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.” In the New Testament
there are five words for sin. | won’t go into all the details, but here is a brief description of each
of these Greek New Testament terms:

* Missing the mark like when you shoot an arrow at a target and miss the bull’s eye, or in some
cases the entire target. In other words we slack off and don’t do our best.

« Stepping across the line with regards to what is right and wrong. That’s probably where the
idea of trespassing comes from. We have stepped across someone’s boundary with the
possible intention of doing them harm.

« Slipping like on an icy road. It was an unintentional mistake or transgression.

» Lawlessness. We knew what the right thing to do was, but we intentionally chose to do just

the opposite.

* Being in debt. We owe someone an obligation, like a mortgage payment which we have not
paid. This is the exact word which is used in Matthew’s rendition of the Lord’s Prayer.

Now, applying each of these words to our own lives, which of us can say that we’re really A OK.

There’s nothing that we need to ask God to forgive us for, especially with regards to our

relationships with others. We might claim to be pretty good people, even pretty good

Christians. But when we measure our lives against the yardstick of these five descriptions of

sin, which of us can truthfully say that we are without sin. If we’re honest, we’ll have to agree

with Paul who said in his letter to the church in Rome, “For all have sinned and fallen short of



the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Forgiveness of others, therefore, begins and ends when we
realize that we too are sinners. Asking for God’s forgiveness opens the door to a heartfelt
desire to forgive others. Let me illustrate this spiritual truth with a story from the life of Corrie
Ten Boom.

As you will probably remember from other sermons in which | have referred to her, the story of
her life has meant a great deal to me and hopefully will come to mean a great deal to you as
well. You will remember that she and her family were arrested for hiding Jewish people in their
home during World Wall 1l. Her father was incarcerated and died. She and her sister were sent
to a prison camp. Corrie was the only one who survived. After the war, she began a speaking
tour throughout Europe, especially in those places where death and destruction had been the
most severe. On one occasion she was in Germany speaking on the subject of forgiveness.
She said, “When we confess our sins, God casts them into the deepest ocean, gone forever.
And even though | cannot find a Scripture for it, | believe God then places a sign out there that
says, ‘No fishing allowed.” *

In the crowd listening to her was a man in a brown coat. After the service was over, he
approached her. He said, “A fine message Fraulein. How good it is to know that as you say, all
our sins are at the bottom of the sea.” Little did he know that Corrie recognized him. He had
been one of the cruelest guards at Ravensbruck, the place where she had been imprisoned.

He did not recognize her, but she remembered him. The man then said, “You mentioned
Ravensbruck. | was a guard there, but since that time | have become a Christian. | know that
God has forgiven me for the cruel things | did there, but | would like to hear it from your lips as
well,” and then he reached out his hand asking, “Can you forgive me?” Corrie stood there
paralyzed--unable to move, unable to shake his hand, unable to say the words, “| forgive you.”
Instead all she felt was a coldness clutching her heart. How could she forgive this man for the
things he had done, for her suffering and the death of her sister in that horrid prison. Corrie
knew what Jesus had said about forgiving others. She had even established a home in Holland
for those who were victims of Nazi brutality. Those who were able to forgive their former
enemies were able to rebuild their lives, no matter their physical and emotional scars. Those
who nursed their bitterness became warped invalids.

What was she going to do? She made a decision. She cried out in her heart, “Jesus, help me!
| can shake his hand. | can do that much. You supply the feeling.” So mechanically,
woodenly, a sheer act of will power, she extended her hand and then something wonderful
happened. A wave of healing warmth raced down her shoulder and sprang into their joined
hands. It filled her entire being, bringing tears to her eyes. She cried out, “| forgive you brother
with all of my heart.” She said that she had never known God'’s love so intensely as she did in
that moment. But she also knew that it was more than her love. It was God’s love making itself
known through her life. As Paul said, “God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit, whom He has given us” (Romans 5:5).

There’s one final thing that | need to share with you. Does a Christian’s unwillingness to forgive
exclude that person from heaven? That almost seems to be what the Scriptures are saying. If
so, | think there are going to be a lot of believers standing on the outside of the pearly gates.
Hopefully, God will let these folks in if they have made a true profession of faith. But there are



two consequences they will have to face here on earth and in the hereafter. First, that person’s
life here on earth will be miserable. An unforgiving spirit will twist and warp that person into a
very misshapen human being. Second, a record book of our lives is kept in heaven. When we
get there it will be opened and examined by the Lord Jesus Christ. Would anyone want to see
these words inscribed upon it, “Forgiven but unforgiving.”

Remember that old song about love and marriage being like a horse and carriage and that you
can’t have one without the other? The same is true about forgiveness. Being forgiven and
forgiving is also like a horse and carriage. You can’t have one without the other. Or as Jesus

taught us to pray, “Forgive us our debts and as we forgive our debtors.”
*Corrie Ten Boom, Tramp for the Lord, pages 55-57

RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD

Invitation to Communion

Hymn “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” Hymn 382

Communion “Let Us Break Bread Together” Instrumental
“Alas and Did My Savior Bleed”
Doxology “Praise God from Whom All Blessing Flow™ Hymn 34

Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison)
Father God, thank You for Your Son Jesus, our Savior and for the salvation that we have
received through His death on the cross. Our hearts overflow with grateful thanks and praise
for the extraordinary sacrifice You have made for us. We are amazed at what You have done
in order that we might know You and share an incredible relationship with You now and
forever. We pray that we may live our lives in a manner that glorifies You. We pray that
everyone who has not yet trusted in Jesus for forgiveness and eternal life would do so before
it is too late. This we ask in His dear name. Amen.

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Praise Song “Your Desire” Danny Byram
THE SENDING FORTH

Benediction

Postlude “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” Diane Bush

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in celebration of
Linda Benton’s birthday, by John Grubb.



Joys- November 5t
Joy- Philip and Bill would like to thank everyone for their thoughts and gifts during Pastor
Appreciation Month
Joy- Nancy Van Dyke- sister’s surgery went well
Joy- Becky Noell- Centerfest was a success and the church rest area was appreciated
Joy- to see Betty Goodman in service
Joy-Jim Barefoot celebrating his 90th Birthday!
Concerns- November 5t

Avery: Tinkie, hospice care
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Ruth (sister) broke back, surgery
Teresa Stanley’s friend Bobby, major surgery
Eunice- upcoming dr’s appt
Benton: Tracey Thomas- (daughter’s friend) having problems with transplant
Tom Wilson- (friend) melanoma
Fred Beeson- Brother-in-law, upcoming surgery
Blair: Larry (John’s brother) heart attack, 2 stents, home
Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer
Ecumenical youth group
Boone: Linda Cole- heart transplant
Don Bartz (brother-in-law) enlarged hand
Callahan: Mary Jane (friend) cancer
Steve Chaffin- (friend) blood clots
Clarke: Weebie- hospice care
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Zoey Foster- (child) reversal colostomy surgery
Vicky- (friend) recurring lymphoma
May- (friend) breast cancer
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Lory Graham (friend) health issues, Carolyn, wife caretaker
Nancy Schaeffer- (friend) brain surgery
Friend in Colorado not doing well
DeHart: Dawn’s mother radiation treatments
Michael Rutter- septic shock
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) cancer
Dallas (friend) going into the hospital with heart issues
Foster: Ron- (brother-in-law) to get out of hospital and into home
Howard & Lynn (brother) difficulty with legs, wife dementia
Tom- home still has difficulty breathing, kidney infection
Prayers for everyone on dialysis
Goode: prayers for Eunice, health issues
Rodney & Connie Groggins (husband’s cousins) Connie Alzheimer’s, Rodney caregiver,



health issues
Grigg: Beth Falwell- starting cancer treatments
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Kuhn-Kibbey: Phyllis Smith (friend) - heart attack
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al's sister-in-law) intense headaches
Gayle-doing better
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Families of those who serve
Kyle Coble- (cousin) leukemia
Rev. Pam Ledbetter, auto-immune, diabetes
For our church as we go through transition
James Morgan (cousins husband) spot on lung
John Hargett (friend) slow recovery may never walk
Margaret- not feeling well, gastric issues
Narwid: Ed- not doing well
Nichols: for family who doesn’t know the Lord
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) doing well
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) not feeling well
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Nick, Tiffany & Savannah —Savannah back in ICU
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Two firefighters who suffered falls
Van Dyke: Rick Anderson (niece’s husband) home recovering
Granddaughter- adjusting to daycare

Prayers for our nation and our President

Prayers for those dealing with loneliness

Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons.
Nations to stand up for freedom.

Prayers for new residents to come to worship with us

Prayers for our constant responders

Prayers for Ukraine

Pray for World Peace

Prayers for Israel



November 2023

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4
Something Daylight
More, 3pm Savings time
ends
Turn Clocks
back one hour
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10 am Worship Something Veterans Day
Rev. Philip Parker More, 3 pm
Communion
Office closed
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10 am Worship Something
Rev. Philip Parker More, 3pm
5¢ a Meal
BCM collection
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10 am Worship Something Thanksgiving
Rev. Philip Parker More, 3pm Day
Office closed
26 27 28 29 30
10 am Worship Something
Rev. Philip Parker More, 3pm




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Activities for week of November 5t

Sunday: 10 am Worship with Rev. Philip Parker
Communion

Wednesday: Something More 3pm
Office Closed, personal day

Sunday: November 12t
10 am Worship with Rev. Philip Parker
5¢ a Meal Offering
BCM collection

November Birthdays
Paul Gillespie - 5
David Grigg -5
Tom Foster - 7
Judy Harris - 13
Gerda Schubert - 13
Bill Rutledge - 23
Dianne Fain - 29
Barry Schubert - 30

November Anniversaries
Dick & Lois Diddams - 25

Christmas Shoe Boxes
If you would like to pack a shoe box for children overseas, we still have a few boxes left. The
boxes need to be brought back to the church by Sunday, November 12. We will then take them
to the drop-off location in Bedford. If you have any questions, please contact Sherry Parker.
Don’t forget to include $10 in cash or check made out to Samaritan’s Purse to help cover
shipping. Children all around the world are looking forward to receiving these gifts. Each box
will contain a gospel message about Jesus.



