Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2022 (178 Years)

Week of November 6th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World &
Growing Disciples

THE APPROACH TO GOD
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And also with you

Prelude

“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”

Bill Wolaver

Welcome and Announcements
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Something More will meet Wednesday at 3pm with Philip Parker leading
*Call to Worship
One: The good shepherd cares for His sheep.
All: Good Shepherd, we are suffering; care for us!
One: The good shepherd knows His sheep.
All: Good Shepherd, we are anxious; Call our name!
One: The good shepherd never abandons His sheep.
All: Good Shepherd, we are lost; show us the way!
*Hymn of Praise

“Praise Him! Praise Him!”

Hymn 95

*Prayer of Confession
Familiar words come readily to the lips, yet not so readily to the heart. Without thinking we can
recite that you are our Shepherd, O God – and yet we carry on as if we are alone. We face
difficult paths only to forget You are with us, offering strength and comfort in the most
dangerous of times. We want to see our “enemies” harmed rather than seek ways with You to
make them friends and companions. In all this, forgive us. Open our hearts to seek new ways of
celebrating Your presence and experiencing Your healing anew. For we trust that You will lead
us in places safe and gentle, if we will but let You. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Bill Rutledge

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD
Introduction to Scripture
Scripture
Anthem

Luke 15: 1-7
“He Shall Feed His Flock”

Choir

Sermon

The Lost Sheep

Years ago we had a dog named Zachery. He was a fifty-fifty mixture of Black Lab and
German Shepherd. Zach was one smart dog. When you gave him a command he’d turn his
head just a little to one side and look up at you as if he understood everything you were
saying. Sometimes, I think he actually did understand what I was saying. He was also good
at figuring things out. Watching us turn on the outside faucet to water the grass, he
decided he could do the same thing. So every now and then he would turn on the faucet
using his teeth when he wanted a fresh drink of water. Unfortunately, he wasn’t so good at
turning the faucet off when he was finished. One day he ran away. He dug under our fence
and escaped. When Joy, our daughter, arrived home from high school she was devastated.
We hopped in the car and drove through the neighboring communities looking for Zach.
Finally as it was growing dark, we returned home. No Zachery. Sitting in the car, we
prayed, “O Lord, please take care of Zach. Help him to find a really nice place where he will
be safe until we can find him.” The next morning we received a telephone call. Zachery
had been found. A gentleman had read the telephone number on his collar. Joy and
Sherry hopped in the car and drove to the man’s home as fast as they could. Upon their
arrival, they discovered that our prayers for Zach had been more than adequately
answered. He had spent the night at one of the most picturesque homes in that
neighborhood. The owner, a doctor that Sherry knew, warmly greeted them. He walked
with them to the fenced in back yard and said, “Zack is a fine dog. He was no trouble at all.
We put him back here so he wouldn’t run away. I kind of wish we could keep him but
that’s just not possible. However, the funniest thing happened last night. When I checked
on Zachery this morning, I noticed that someone had turned on the faucet in our
backyard.”
How many of you have ever lost a pet? Did you go in search of that puppy dog or
kitty cat that went missing? Did you call the neighbors and ask if they had seen him or her?
Did you say a prayer that the Lord would take care of that special pet that was so near and
dear to you? If so, you are in good company. When an animal that we love is missing, we’ll
go to almost any lengths to find it and the same was true in the days of Jesus. That’s why
He told the people a story, a story about a lost sheep. When a sheep was missing, you
stopped whatever you were doing and went out to find it because sheep were valuable.
Their wool supplied most of the clothing that people wore and their meat was a favorite
source of food for festivities and for sacrificial offerings on religious occasions.
So let’s take a look at this story and see if we can discern what Jesus is saying to us.
In order to do that, I think there are three key words that we need to consider: saints,
sinners and savior. Let’s take a look at each of them. Here’s the first one. You’ll not find it
in this passage of Scripture. Nevertheless, it’s there. It just has a different name. The word
is “Pharisee.” Who were these people who criticized Jesus for the company He kept? They
were the local religious leaders, who along with the teachers of the law, had a very high
opinion of themselves. They considered themselves to be so to speak the, “saints of the
community.” They prided themselves on keeping the law, the commandments of Moses.

But they went a step further. They created a vast system of rules and regulations based
upon these commandments, which dictated how people should live their lives each and
every day. For example, in order to keep the Sabbath they said that you could maintain a
fire in the hearth of your home but you could not start a new one. That would be
considered a violation of the law. As you can imagine an almost endless listing of such
restrictions could make life almost unbearable. Furthermore they considered that these
man-made mandates to be just as important as the Bible itself. Those who did not keep
them were considered to be of little worth or value. In fact, they were called “the People
of the Land.” This is what the Pharisees said about them, “When a man is one of the
People of the Land, entrust no money to him, take no testimony from him, trust him with
no secret, do not appoint him guardian of an orphan, do not make him the custodian of
charitable funds, do not accompany him on a journey.” In other words, the Pharisees
considered themselves to be the saints of society, because they kept their distance from
those who could not or would not live up to their standards. Little love or concern was
bestowed upon “The People of the Land.”
Now to the second word, “sinners.” The Pharisees complained, “Jesus welcomes
these people and even eats with them.” Who were they? They were the undesirables of
society which included a vast array of people. One group is even mentioned in this passage
of Scripture, the tax collectors. These were people hired by the Roman government,
sometimes even fellow Jews, to collect taxes. They were notoriously corrupt. They could
charge whatever they wished. In fact, their reputation was so tarnished, that one city
erected a statue to an honest tax collector. In this listing of sinners there were certainly a
considerable number of thieves, brigands and women of questionable virtue. However,
much more desirable individuals could also be included among their number, including
merchants and laborers who did not adhere to the strict interpretation of the Scriptures as
described by the Pharisees. Additionally, everyone who was not a Jew was lumped into this
category of sinners, especially if they had anything to do with the Roman government.
Lastly, there’s the word “Savior.” It, of course, refers to Jesus. When He saw the
multitudes, that vast gathering of people, most of them designated by the Pharisees as
“sinners” or “People of the Land,” He did not distance Himself from them. He was drawn
to them. In fact, His own disciples were for the most part “People of the Land.” One was a
tax collector, another was a former zealot, a fancy word for terrorist, and three were
hardscrabble fishermen. On one occasion when Jesus was greeting the multitudes, He said
that they were like sheep without a shepherd. He saw Himself as their shepherd, and I
suspect that this may have been the inspiration for the story about the lost sheep. Like
most of the people living in His day and time, He knew a lot about sheep and the shepherds
who took care of them. Sheep require a lot of attention. They are for the most part
defenseless and they can easily wander off and become lost. Even here in Bedford County,
those who have sheep know that they are easy prey for coyotes and packs of wild dogs.
For that reason shepherds were responsible for taking care of them. Each shepherd knew
his flock, perhaps even naming some of them. In the evenings several flocks would be

gathered together in a single pen for the night. The next morning each shepherd would
announce his arrival and the sheep would leave the pen and follow him because they knew
the sound of his voice. That is why Jesus said in John 10:3-4, “He (the shepherd) calls His
own sheep by name and leads them out. When He has brought out all His own, He goes on
ahead of them, and His sheep follow Him because they know His voice.” Clearly, Jesus was
referring to Himself. He was and is our “Good Shepherd.”
Now, how does all of this, especially the three words—“saints, sinners and savior”
apply to us. Well, let me share a story with you out of my own life and ministry. Years ago
we opened our church to the homeless population in Portsmouth, Virginia. Our
congregation, along with other churches, would take turns opening up our facilities for one
week at a time to those who needed a warm place to sleep during the cold winter months.
Our guests would arrive at 6 pm to a warm welcome and a home cooked meal provided by
the church. After the meal and an opportunity to meet and fellowship with some of our
members, they would settle in for the night on sleeping mats. The next morning a light
breakfast was served along with a bag lunch and an invitation to return that evening.
Sometimes we hosted over a hundred men and women. In the beginning there was some
hesitation about welcoming this homeless population. We weren’t sure we wanted these
people in our facilities, using our bathrooms and sleeping on the floor of our fellowship
hall. What if they got out of hand? We were a bit reluctant to welcome these “people of
the land” to our facilities. Sounds a little bit like the remarks of the Pharisees doesn’t it?
Let’s be honest. It’s all too easy for us to distance ourselves from those whom we consider
to be undesirable. It’s all too easy for saintly Christians to join the ranks of the Pharisees. It
happens almost without us even realizing that its taking place. It happened in my church
and I suspect it happens in a lot of churches. Furthermore, I suspect it can happen even in
our own lives as individuals. It’s all too easy for us to join the ranks of the Pharisees.
Now let’s turn our attention to the word “sinners.” I doubt that the homeless people
who came to our church would have used the word “sinner” to describe themselves.
However, they all knew that they were not living on the “blessed” side of life. Otherwise,
they would not have been there. For a wide variety of reasons, they had nowhere else to
turn. The hospitality of churches like our own was the only thing that separated them from
an even worse predicament. However, as we got to know these people, our attitudes
about these folks began to change. Yes, some of them were hard to deal with, especially
those with a history of drug abuse and alcoholism. However, there were others who
surprised us. Some were gainfully employed in fulltime jobs. They just didn’t earn enough
money to rent an apartment and buy a car to get them back and forth to work. They chose
transportation instead of housing. Others had been middle class and sometimes even
upper class individuals, who for a variety of reasons had lost everything—their homes, their
families, and their livelihoods. We began to see these people not so much as sinners, but
as people who needed a helping hand. On several occasions we were able to do just that
and lives were changed for the better. How about here in Bedford? Are there some folks
that we need to reach out to, people who are living on the margins of life? Who is

ministering to these people? Have we or any of our churches taken the time to get to know
these folks and invited them to become a part of our communities of faith?
This brings me to the last word, “savior.” The homeless people who came to our
church needed a savior. In a small way we were fulfilling that need with food and a place
to stay. But they needed a lot more. They needed the “Savior,” and we did our best to
introduce Him to our guests. The fact is, however, all of us, both saints and sinners alike
need a Savior. Jesus came to seek and to save the lost, and that includes everyone, no
matter their station in life. Yes, Jesus spent a lot of time with sinners. That is one of the
reasons why He was so harshly criticized. However, He also spent a lot of time with the
saints. In particular, I remember the account in the Gospel of John about Nicodemus. Here
was a man from the highest echelons of society and religion coming to meet with Jesus at
night. What did Jesus say to him? He told him, “Nicodemus, you must be born again!”
Rich or poor, saint or sinner, the answer was and is the same. We must experience a
spiritual rebirth in order to be saved from our lostness. The Bible says, “All we like sheep
have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way, and the Lord has laid on him the
iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:6). Jesus is the “Good Shepherd.” He gave His life for us. He
and He alone can save us.
No one, perhaps, has ever understood that truth more fervently than a man by the
name of Francis Hopkins. Born in 1859, Francis grew up in Lancashire, England. When he
became an adult he first planned to become a priest in the Roman Catholic Church but
failed to qualify. Next he turned to his father’s profession of medicine and failed just a
miserably at that as well. For three years he wandered the streets of London, a homeless
vagabond who contracted the opium habit during an illness. He had become a drug addict.
Literally snatched from the jaws of death, he was rescued by an English literary couple,
Wilfrid and Alice Meynell who helped him find his true vocation in life as a writer. He
became a poet and published three volumes of poetry. One of his most famous poems is
called “The Hound of Heaven.” Like that well known canine, who doesn’t give up until he
finds the person whose scent he has been following, Francis Hopkins knew that Christ the
Good Shepherd keeps on searching until he finds us. That’s what he discovered and that’s
what he wrote about in “The Hound of Heaven.” Listen to its opening words: “I fled Him,
down the night and down the days; I fled Him, down the arches of the years; I fled Him,
down the labyrinthine ways of my own mind; and in the midst of tears up I hid from Him,
and under running laughter, up vested hopes I sped; and shot, precipitated, adown Titanic
glooms of chasmed fears, from those strong Feet that followed, followed after.”
Jesus is our Good Shepherd. No matter who we are or what we have done, whether
we think of ourselves as a saint or a sinner, Jesus is in the business of going out into the
highways and byways of life, looking for that one lost sheep, looking for you and for me.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD
Solo

“There Were Ninety and Nine”

Bill Rutledge

Affirmation of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only
Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. On the third day He rose from the dead; He
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting. Amen
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayer of Thanksgiving
You call us by name, Good Shepherd, and invite us to follow You, both into the safety of the fold
and into the challenge of the world. Accept the gifts we bring − both of our resources and
ourselves − that we might respond with joy and thanksgiving to all that You offer to us. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Hymn of Preparation

“Come to the Table”

Martin J. Nystrom

Communion
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

“Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!”
THE SENDING FORTH

Hymn 90

Benediction (Hebrews 13: 20-21)
May the God of Peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead
our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing
his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
forever and ever. AMEN.
Postlude

“Praise Him! Praise Him!”

Bill Wolaver

Joys- November 6th
Joy- John Blair praised God for all that helped paint the float
Joy- Lori Stetson for the youth group forming
Joy- Ellen Foster joyful Stetsons’ giving them rides
Joy- to see Barry Schubert recovered from concussion
Joy- Christy Boone, Nancy Strachan’s husband recovered rom long covid
Concerns- November 6th
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank, cancer returned
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Ruth (sister) broke back, surgery
Benton: Tracey Thomas- (daughter’s friend) transplant
High school friend- prayers
Sister-in-law, breast cancer
Coy Kestner- (cousin) daughter passed away, leaving 4 children
Blair: Steve Arrington- (friend) not doing well
Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer
Boone: Nancy Strachan- long covid
Michael Bamber (friend) throat cancer, chemo
Chryssikos: Kathy, eye infection
Clarke: Weebie, hospice care, Harvey, neuropathy
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Creasy: Walker Wright (Elizabeth’s brother) stroke
Daniels: Laurie, caretaker, husband and mother
Michael, (husband) cancer
Pat Clarke (mother) memory care, Elks
DeHart: Dawn’s mother radiation treatments
Diddams: Dick & Lois- Dick back in hospital
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) cancer
Foster: Ron- (brother-in-law) to get out of hospital and into home
Howard & Lynn (brother) difficulty with legs, wife dementia
Carla- friend- dialysis
Goodman: Charles- blood thinners and dialysis
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Kuhn- Kibbey: Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots
Dick’s sister (Kibbey) - dementia, Washington state
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Families of those who serve
Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma
Rev. Pam Ledbetter, auto-immune, diabetes

Narwid: Ed- not doing well
Neal: Harold- health issues
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis
Riley: Christine, mild stroke, doing well
Salley: Jerome (John’s father) broke hip, dementia
Hayes & Emily (brother & sister-in-law) taking care of father
Travel Mercies for John and Betty
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) doing well
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Katherine Tabor- (friend) stage 3 cervical cancer
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Nick, Tiffany & Savannah
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Smith Farris- (friend) recovering from surgery, pneumonia
Doug Nelms- (friend) cancer
Michael Parker- (nephew) health issues
Toney: Judy, has infection, in hospital
Jack Auer (brother) fell, aneurysm
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Nancy- lymphoma, prayers for remission, treatments
Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues, improving
Tom & Dee-(brother) COPD, maybe hospice, prayers for family

Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons.
Nations to stand up for freedom.
Prayers for new residents to come to worship with us
Prayers for our constant responders
Prayers for Ukraine
Prayers for South Korea and the families affected by the stampede of people

November 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

Thu
3

Fri
3

Something
More 3 pm

6

7

10 am Worship
Rev. Philip Parker
Communion
SS Volunteer
meeting
Prayer Time

Cub Scouts

13

14

10 am Worship
Rev. Philip Parker
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Prayer Time

Cub Scouts

20

21

10 am Service
Rev. Philip Parker
Harvest Home
Potluck
Prayer Time

8

9

28

10 am Service
1st Sunday of Advent
Prayer Time

Cub Scouts

5
Turn clocks
back.
Daylight
Savings ends

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

Something
More 3pm

15

16
Something
More 3pm

22

23

Cub Scouts

27

Sat

Thanksgiving

29

30
Something
More, 3 pm

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm.
Activities for week of November 6th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
Communion
Youth Sunday School volunteer meeting
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Cub Scouts
Wednesday: Something More, 3 pm
Sunday: November 13th
10 am Worship with Rev. Philip Parker
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Prayer Time following service

November Birthdays
Tom Foster - 7
Judy Harris - 13
Gerda Schubert - 13
Bill Rutledge - 23
Dianne Fain - 29
Barry Schubert - 30
November Anniversaries
Dick & Lois Diddams - 25

BCM is in need of the following:
- All size sheets and blankets
- Wash cloths and towels
- All types of kitchen appliances, (coffee makers, toasters etc)
- Pots and Pans and kitchen utensils
- Irons
- Hygiene products, (shampoo, toothpaste, etc)
If you can help, please drop off at BCM or at the church and we will deliver to them.

HARVEST HOME
November 20th
On November 20th we will be collecting food for Bedford Christian Ministries Food Pantry.
The needs are Non-perishable and in date:
Canned meats
Canned vegetables
Pop Tarts/ Cereal bars
Sugar
Canned spaghetti
Tea Bags (black tea)
Pancake Syrup
Toilet Paper
Toothpaste
Bleach and Detergent
Dish Soap
Please bring your donations to service and place a
at the front of the Sanctuary.
After the service we will enjoy a “Pot Luck” luncheon in the fellowship hall. So plan to bring a
favorite dish that we can enjoy together as we give thanks for all of the blessings that the Lord has
so graciously bestowed upon us.
Also, financial gifts for the Shepherd’s Table would be greatly appreciated. They provide meals
three times a week. The number of people stopping by for a meal has grown
significantly and food costs have risen dramatically. Please make your checks payable to The
Shepherd’s Table.

BEDFORD CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
NEWSLETTER
SEMI ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING:
NOVEMBER 16, 2022 @ 2PM: BEDFORD
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FELLOWSHIP HALL

OUR DEPARTMENTS
Clothing & Household
The clothing and household departments offer a variety of options for all
ages. These departments are open, on a limited basis, on Monday and Tuesday mornings.

Food Pantry
Our food pantry is open for general food assistance on Mondays, Tuesdays,
and Fridays from 9:00am to 10:30am.

Financial Aid
Financial aid for past due electric, water, and rent bills are available by appointment only.

VOLUNTEERS
Do you have a desire to help your community? Are you available during these
times? If so, become a part of a fun-loving passionate team and volunteer in
any department! Trainings will be available on Tuesdays from 10:00am 12:00pm and some Friday afternoons.

DONATIONS
Don’t have the time but still want to help? Good news! We accept donations!
*Donations are accepted M & T from 9-11
 Eating utensils (forks, spoons, case knives)
 Salt & pepper shakers
 Pots & pans
 Small appliances (coffee machine, toasters, irons)
 Bath towels/wash clothes
 Lightbulbs (60 &75 watts)
 Sheets/Blankets for Queen & King beds
Clothing Department Needs
 Baby wipes and diapers (all sizes)
 Gently used children shoes/boots
 Adult Boots
 Thermals for men
 Coats/Gloves for all ages
Food Pantry Needs
 Tuna
 Canned chicken- Canned meats (any)
 Chili with beans- Canned spaghetti
 Sugar Pancake Syrup
 Tea bags(100 pk Black tea)

