Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2022 (178 Years)

Week of October 9th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for
those that are uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual
services, meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World &
Growing Disciples

THE APPROACH TO GOD
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And also with you

Prelude

“Like a River Glorious”

arr. Don Wyrtzen

Welcome and Announcements
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 We are blessed to have three caring pastors at BPC, so let’s take a moment to thank our
Pastors for all they do for BPC and the community.
 Something More meets Wednesday at 3 pm.
 Deacons meet Thursday at 3:30 pm
*Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 19)
One: This we know that the Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;
All: the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple;
One: the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
All: the commandments of the Lord are clear, enlightening the eyes; more to be
desired are they then gold; sweeter also than the drippings of the honeycomb.
One: Let us obey all God’s commands and worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.
*Hymn of Praise

“Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above”

Hymn 46

*Prayer of Confession
Most gracious and most merciful God, we confess to You and to one another, that time after
time we have entered Your presence with countless prayers, but with hearts that have been
closed to Your grace. We have lifted our hands to You in praise, but our feet have still walked in
the ways of evil. We have rehearsed Your commandments, but have refused to see Your face
in the needs of our neighbor. We pray, Lord, that You forgive our lack of faith and pardon our
acts of injustice. Grant us the healing that comes from Your presence and the cleansing of Your
all-powerful Word, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Bill Rutledge

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD
Introduction to Scripture
Scripture

1 Chronicles 29: 1-22

Worship Song

“How Great is Our God”

Chris Tomlin

Sermon

King David, on giving back to God

Disclaimer: Material from this message was adapted in part from messages found on the Sermon Central website.

Dad was taking his son to McDonald’s and for a special treat bought him a
large order of fries. While they were sitting at the table, dad reached over
to take a couple of fries and was shocked when his son pulled the fries
away saying, “No. These are mine!” Reflecting on his son and the fries, dad
thought,


“My son has no idea that I am the source of his fries. I paid for them and the server gave
him fries. I am the reason he has these fries.”



“Not only am I the source of the fries, but being the dad, I have the power to take those
fries away from him. OR, I can go back to the counter, give the server $50 and tell him to
bury my son in fries.”



“My son doesn’t understand, I don’t need his fries. I can buy a large serving of my own.”
“As his dad I realized that I didn’t want his fries as much as his willingness to share with
me.”

Can we relate this to our relationship with God?
God sends us gifts, or takes from us, or asks us to share and we pull back and say, “No, this is mine.”
And God thinks, “They don’t understand, I am the source of everything they have. I have power

to give or to take. I don’t need their gifts, I want their willingness to share.”

God wants us to give, to share from our abundance, not because He is needy, but because it is
for our growth and good. God wants us to give because in our giving we become more like Him
(for God so loved, He gave ...)
Our relationship with God is not contractual, not a hobby (until we find something more
interesting), not a convenience, nor just a comfort. It is about experiencing the presence; power;
provisions; partnership; and praise of God
As I was researching this morning’s Bible story, I had not planned on it being a stewardship
message, but an honest teacher must go where the text is leading. And since we are entering the
stewardship season along with the approach of that great gifting holiday
“HallowKwanzaThankMas,” Today, King David’s thoughts of giving back to God, seem appropriate
and timely.
Since God had prevented him from personally doing so, David spent
the final years of his life preparing to have on hand not only all the
craftsmen and most of the material that Solomon would need to build
God’s temple, but also all the priests needed to serve in it. Then, in his
last public proclamation, King David challenged all of Israel to join him
in also generously giving even more for the Temple’s construction. And
while doing so, being the person he was, David lifted up a final prayer
of thanksgiving for all the blessings with which God had blessed Israel. Inescapably wrapped
throughout King David’s final proclamation and prayer, was his deep felt desire to gift back to God
from the abundance God had gifted him.

King David said to the whole assembly ... I have provided for the house of my

God, so
far as I was able, the gold for the things of gold, the silver for the things of silver,...

Moreover, in addition to all that I have provided for the holy house, I have a
treasure of my own of gold and silver, and because of my devotion
to the house of my God I give it to the house of my God (29:1-3)
3

Notice that David had at his disposal two tremendous sources of wealth. Through the years of his
reign, he had not only procured an enormous amount of material from other nations and from his
conquests which he dedicated for the Temple (22:14-16), but on top of that, he also gifted to it from
his own personal wealth: three thousand talents (110 tons) of gold and seven thousand talents
(260 tons) of pure silver” (vv. 3-4), which according to current prices was worth over 6.6 billion
dollars.
David then challenged the leaders of Israel to join with him in “offering willingly” even more for
the Temple’s construction, to which they added another 13.4 billion dollars, along with a
countless wealth of bronze, iron, wood and precious jewels. I am sure, when it was completed
seven years later, that this was truly a magnificent Temple; one of the wonders of the ancient
world.
How did that proclamation day end?

The people rejoiced because [all of Israel leaders] had given willingly, for with single mind
they had offered freely to the Lord; King David also rejoiced greatly (29.9) ... And all the
assembly blessed the LORD, the God of their ancestors, and bowed their heads and
prostrated themselves before the LORD and the king. On the next day they offered
sacrifices and burnt offerings to the LORD, a thousand bulls, a thousand rams, and a
thousand lambs, with their libations, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel; and they ate
and drank before the LORD on that day with great joy (29:20-22).

Wouldn’t you have loved to have been there? Though David would never see God’s Temple that
he had so long desired to build for God, nevertheless out of his recognition of God’s abundant
generosity to himself and all of Israel David gave joyfully and generously to make it happen. And
then led all of Israel to join him in doing the same. And the people rejoiced. And King David
rejoiced in seeing them doing so.
So what lessons might we learn from David’s last prayer concerning our own stewardship of God’s
resources and the art of “offering willingly”?
The first lesson is that our giving of tithes and offerings should flow from our loyalty
to God.
David prayed, Lord, the God of our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Israel, keep
these desires and thoughts [of free and joyous offering] in the hearts of

your people forever, and keep
NIV) Because

their hearts loyal to you. (29:17-18

our finances are usually one of the last areas that we are
willing to turn over to God, our offerings freely and joyously given are the
evidence that our hearts are truly loyal to God, A pastor once said, “If God
has their checkbook, you know He has their heart.”
British explorer Samuel Hearne, who was the first European to reach Canada’s Hudson Bay
by land, wrote that a few days after they had started on their expedition, a party of Indians
stole most of their supplies. His comment on the apparent misfortune was: ’The weight of

our baggage being so much lightened, our next day’s journey was more swift and

pleasant.’ Since Hearne was on a quest of discovery, the loss of a few sides of bacon and a

couple of bags of flour meant nothing more than an easing of the load. Had Hearne been
holed in somewhere, in a cabin, resolved to spend his last days eking out an existence, and

living on capital previously collected, the loss of some of his stores by plunder would
probably have worried him almost to death." How we respond to "losing" some of our
resources for God’s work depends upon whether we are on the move or waiting for our last
stand.
Loyalty and love is good, but why should we give? Many would say that they have worked
very hard to earn their money and so why should they turn around and give it away to God. They
worked for it. They earned it. It belongs to them. But as we delve into David’s prayer, we quickly
learn that this simply isn’t true. If it really belongs to us, we can do with it as we please. But it
doesn’t really belong to us. Because Everything Belongs To God. As David prayed,
Yours, O LORD, are the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty; for
all that is in the heavens and on the earth is yours;” 1 Chronicles 29:11.

This is the fundamental flaw in the world views of most people including many Christians: our
possessions and our money really belong to God and not to us. Since it doesn’t belong to us in
the first place we have no right to hoard it for ourselves. As the term “STEWARDSHIP” implies,
we have actually been given responsibility for the management of another’s property. In the
parable of “One, Two, and Five Talents,” Jesus gave a powerful lesson in our responsibility to
wisely manage, improve upon, and then give back, all that God has entrusted to us. (c.f. Matthew 25:1428)

Because, not only does God own all things, but also everything we have came to us as
a gift from God.
David’s prayer continued... Riches and honor come from you, and you rule

over all. In your hand are power and might; and it is in your hand to make
great and to give strength to all . Everything comes from you, and

we have given you only what comes from your hand” (1 Chron.
29:12-14 NIV) We

give back to God because in reality He is both the owner and gifter of
all things. This, David clearly understood. And so should we also realize that when
we give we are not giving God what belonged to us, but giving back to God what He
had gifted to us in the first place.
For David, his gift given for the Temple was a matter of gratitude. He prayed, “and now, our
God, we give thanks to you and praise your glorious name” (v. 13). We are often guilty of
viewing the singing and praying as our acts of worship. But our offering is every bit as much an
act of worship. In fact, if we sing and pray to God, but do not back this up with giving to God, our
songs and prayers mean little.
And did you know that it is not enough to simply give to God, but that there is both a right and
wrong way to give? It is important that when we give to God we do it not only for the right
reason – acknowledging His rightful ownership – but also in the right way. As David encouraged
all of Israel, our giving back to God should be done willingly and generously.
David prayed, “But who am I, and who are my people that we should be able to give as

generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what
comes from your hand” (v.14 NIV). We give generously because God has given generously to us.

Now you heard how generous were David’s and the peoples’ gifts: 6.6 billion of his personal
wealth along with another 13.5 billion from other’s wealth. That is some very generous giving.

But before you get overwhelmed with those massive numbers remember that they were able to
generously give to God because God had given generously to them. The Bible teaches that we
should give to God in proportion to how we have been blessed (2 Corinthians 9:6-11). We give to God
generously as He has blessed us.
Our giving not only should be generous, but also willing. Would you be able to give as
generously and as willingly as the people of Israel, or would you have to be coerced? There are
many examples throughout history of kings collecting money from the people by force. But David
did not have to send out the army to go collecting at the point of a sword. “the people rejoiced

because [their leaders] had given willingly, for with single mind they had offered freely to the
LORD;” (v. 9).
I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity

David also prayed. I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All

these things I have given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how
willingly your people who are here have given to you. (v.17 NIV). This is what David then prays might
always be the desire of the people; that they would always desire to give to God both generously
and willingly.
We have learned why we should give to God and how we should give to God. Now let’s consider
what we should give to Him.
We should give from our wealth. David and the people gave God their gold, silver, jewelry.
They gave to God financially. To be clear part of their financial giving was a requirement as part
of their obligation to God. Having placed them in the Promised Land, God let Israel know that the
land would always be His, and in their acknowledgement of this they were to faithfully return back
to Him a 10% tithe of all they produced (Leviticus 27:30).
So their tithe was not an offering. The tithe was what they contractually owed to God. It was
given for the priests use and livelihood. Their offering was what they chose to give above their
tithe. David’s and their gifts for the the temple were offerings given generously and willingly
above their tithes.
Now I know a lot of Churches teach that tithing is still a mandate for Christians as it was for the
Hebrew people. But honestly, the New Testament writers never mentioned the tithe when asking
for offerings from believers. Instead, they taught that such offerings should be done willingly
and generously from the giver’s abundance to meet others needs so that there might be
sufficiency for all. (2 Corinthians 8:12-15, 9:6-11)
This is the principle I have always followed. While giving at least a 10% tithe in
acknowledgement of God’s overall ownership is still a worthy goal for us – some can even give
far more than that – the Christian principal of giving back to God is our willing and
generous offerings given from our abundance to meet other’s needs so there might
be sufficiency for all.
And this of course includes not only our wealth, but
also our time and talent.
The people gave gold and silver so that the craftsmen would
have the necessary provisions to work with, but the
craftsmen were also giving their talent to God. We should be
doing the same. You may not think of yourself as particularly talented, but everybody has
something they are good at and that they enjoy doing. These are the talents that God has given

you and you have a responsibility to give them back to God by using them in His work. You may
think of your talent only as a way to make a living, but you should also see such as a way to do
ministry as well.
Of course along with giving our talent must also come our time. If the craftsmen were to give
God their talent in constructing the temple, then they were going to have to give Him a good
amount of their time as well: apparently it took seven years of their time to build the Temple.
Next to our money, our time is probably our most precious commodity. It seems like we never
have enough time. But if we are to give our talent to God, we must also give our time to God. It
takes time to prepare for and teach a Sunday School class or Bible study. It takes time to clean
the church. It takes time to make repairs. It takes time to minister to our community. Everything
takes time and so we must be willing to carve the necessary time out of our busy schedules. God
expects us to generously and willingly give Him our offerings, our talents and our time. All this is
the sign of our love, loyalty, and gratitude to God for all that He has gifted us. As Jesus taught,
this is how we lay up our treasures in heaven. (Matthew 6:19-20).
So, from David’s final prayer, what might we take home with us today?
Simply, that David’s grateful heart along with his willing, generous offerings might become
ours as well.
Let’s pray.

Yours, O LORD, are the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty; for all that is
in the heavens and on the earth is Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and You are exalted as
head above all.
Riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all. In Your hand are power and might; and
it is in Your hand to make great and to give strength to all. We give thanks to You and praise
Your glorious name. For all things come from You.
Dear GOD of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Father of our Savior and Lord, Christ Jesus keep forever
such purposes and thoughts in the hearts of Your people, and direct our hearts always toward
You --Amen.

Worship Song

RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD
“We Are an Offering”

Dwight Lyles

Affirmation of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only
Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. On the third day He rose from the dead; He
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting. Amen
Doxology
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Hymn 34

Prayer of Thanksgiving
O God in heaven, maker of all things; giver of goodness and truth, receive our gifts and our
lives as we present them in thanksgiving before Your unseen throne. Rule in our hearts we
pray, this day and always, so that our service may be honest and our surrender sincere and
true. Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Song

“O Jesus, I Have Promised”

Hymn 458

THE SENDING FORTH
Benediction (Romans 11:33-36)
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his
judgements, and his paths beyond tracing out! Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who
has been his counselor? Who has ever given to God that God should repay him? For from him
and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen
Postlude

“Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” arr. Larry Shackley

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory
of Janet Neal, by Harold Neal and family.

Joys- October 9th
Joy- to see Libby Monk in service
Joy- Heather Browning, not affected by Ian
Joy- Christy Boone’s brother in FLA, no flooding, no power loss
Joy- Linda Benton’s sister and brother-in-law, evacuated, are fine
Joy- Patty Meyers- sister-in-law and husband, didn’t lose house
Concerns- October 9th
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank, cancer returned
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bobby Miller (nephew) pending heart surgery
Benton: Tracey Thomas- (daughter’s friend) transplant
High school friend- prayers
Blair: Steve Arrington- (friend) not doing well
Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer
Boone: Sarah Walker- (daughter) surgery
Nancy Strachan- long covid
Michael Bamber (friend) throat cancer, chemo
Chryssikos: Kathy, upcoming eye procedure
Clarke: Weebie, hospice care, Harvey, neuropathy
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Daniels: Laurie, caretaker, husband and mother
Michael, (husband) cancer
Pat Clarke (mother) memory care, Elks
DeHart: Dawn’s mother radiation treatments
Diddams: Dick & Lois- moving to Liberty Ridge, Dick back in hospital
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) cancer
Fleming: brother & Ms. Patterson, both have covid
Foster: Ron- (brother-in-law) to get out of hospital and into home
Howard & Lynn (brother) difficulty with legs, wife dementia
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Johnson family: loss of father & husband, financial struggles
Kuhn- Kibbey: Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots
Dick’s sister (Kibbey) - dementia, Washington state
Luft: Susie, prayers for those not in service
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
Al & Gayle, both have covid
Meyers: Patty, doing well
Monk: Libby, one more procedure

Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Families of those who serve
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma
Rev. Pam Ledbetter, auto-immune, diabetes
Ron- covid
Narwid: Ed- recovering at home, not doing well
Neal: Harold- health issues
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Barbara, covid
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis
Rutledge: Freitas family, whole family has covid
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) doing well
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Katherine Tabor- (friend) stage 3 cervical cancer
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Smith Farris- (friend) recovering from surgery, pneumonia
Tom Richardson- (friend) hospital, afib
Doug Neals- (friend) cancer
Michael Parker- (nephew) health issues
Toney: Judy, Oakwood, room 220
Jack Auer (brother) fell, aneurysm
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Nancy- lymphoma, prayers for remission, treatments
Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues, improving
Tom & Dee-(brother) COPD, maybe hospice, prayers for family

Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons. Nations to stand up for
freedom.
Prayers for new residents to come to worship with us
Prayers for our constant responders
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by
the office, Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm.
Activities for week of October 9th
Sunday: 8:45 am Sunday School
Pastor Appreciation Sunday
10 am Worship
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Cub Scouts
Wednesday: Something More, 3 pm

Thursday: Deacon’s meeting, 3:30 pm
Sunday: October 16th
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am Worship
Session
Prayer Time following service

October Birthdays
Lori Stetson - 9
Philip Parker - 11
Libby Monk - 21
Patty Meyers - 21
Jim Barefoot - 28
Ann Marie Fleming - 28
Linda Benton - 30
October Anniversaries
James & Ann Marie Fleming - 28
Paul & Nancy Van Dyke - 30

Still have available seats!
Roanoke Pops Christmas Concert-2022
The concert is on Friday, December 2nd at 7pm. Tickets are $49.00
each. Please get in touch with Judy Blair to reserve your seat. [540587-9416]. Once you have secured a seat, your check should be
made out to Bedford Presbyterian Church. You can drop it off at the
church office or put it in Lana’s mailbox. If you have any questions
give Judy a call.

