Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2022 (178 Years)

Week of September 11th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World &
Growing Disciples

THE APPROACH TO GOD
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you
Prelude

“Be Thou My Vision”

arr. Bob Krogstad

Welcome and Announcements
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Centerfest is coming, September 24th. We need lots of help to make it a success. Check
your bulletin for more information and there’s the sign-up sheet in the office.
 For other announcements, be sure to read the emailed version of the weekly bulletin.
Minute for Missions

Nursery and Youth SS

Becky Noell

*Call to Worship
One: We come together to live in and to live out God’s light.
All: To live truth in the presence of lies.
One: To live compassion in the presence of violence.
All: To live love in the presence of prejudice, so that we may share the light of grace
with others,
One: so that peace might spread out from us,
All: so that, as we pray, this realm can become God’s realm. Come Lord Jesus, help us
shine, right here, right now.
*Hymn of Praise

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Hymn 71

*Prayer of Confession
We know that we are called to work for Your kingdom, O God, but we fail to heed that call.
Forgive us when we shirk our responsibilities to You and to those seeking Your grace and
peace in the world. Teach us, mighty God, to use our gifts wisely and to do our work for Your
kingdom gladly. Though our faith may feel small, assure us today, God, that in Your hands,
even a small faith is mighty. Give us the opportunity to be co-creators with You in this hurting
and dying world. Remove our selfishness and give us generous hearts for all who cross our
paths. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Bill Rutledge

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD
Introduction to Scripture
Scripture
Anthem

Mark 4: 1-2a, 35-41
“Taste and See that the Lord is Good”

Lloyd Larson

Sermon

911 Aftershocks

Disclaimer: Material from this message was adapted in part from messages found on the Sermon Central website.

Exactly 21 years ago today, at 8:45 a.m., American Airlines flight 11 crashed into the north tower
of the World Trade Center in New York. People thought this was a horrible accident until, at 9:03
a.m., when United flight 175 crashed into the south tower; the United States now knew it was
under a terrorist attack. At 9:43 a.m., after a third plane crashed into the Pentagon in
Washington, the White House and the Capitol were evacuated, all airplanes were immediately
grounded and all airports across the U.S. shut down. Only a single plane was left still flying. At
10:00 a.m., a passenger revolt having thwarted the hijackers plans of attacking a fourth target,
they then intentionally crashed that plane, United Airlines Flight 93, into a field near Pittsburgh.
That day, in a period of less than two hours, as a result of the four plane attacks, over 6,000
people were injured and nearly 3,000 people died along with America’s sense of impregnability;
the entire country went into a state of shock. In the aftermath, while many people returned to
church, for a while, other’s asked why God would let such a tragedy happen to this “Christian
nation?”
As Christians, if we are following Jesus, when such terrible storms of life hit us, we need not be
shocked.
---------------------------The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, all record a terrifying storm that shocked the disciples,
even though they had Jesus in the boat with them.
The day had begun with Jesus teaching on the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee; such a large
crowd had gathered that He had to get into a boat, and put out into the lake just to speak to
them. That evening Jesus called for His disciples to join Him in the boat and they sailed to the
other side. Exhausted from a day of teaching, Jesus fell sound asleep on a cushion in the back of
the boat.
But in the middle of the night, their peaceful evening sail was shockingly, terrifyingly, interrupted.
A “great gale arose and waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was being swamped.” In an
instant the Sea of Galilee had transformed from a lamb into a lion; the once placid lake had
become a turbulent sea of churning waters. While terrifying to experience, this sudden weather
change on the Sea of Galilee is understandable when you learn the topography of the region.
The Sea of Galilee is a large fourteen mile long, seven mile wide, freshwater lake, halfway down
the Jordan rift valley bounded on either side by the Galilean hills and the Golan heights. Since the
lake is nearly seven hundred feet below sea level, it has a subtropical climate, with warm,
pleasant weather year-round.
To the north stands Mount Hermon, which in winter is often topped with snow. When cool air
from the mountain drifts south through that natural land trough and meets warm rising air from
the lake, severe weather can spontaneously erupt.
For the disciples, a no more horrifying experience could have been imagined. On a small vessel in
the middle of the night, with cold winds and rain whipping around them, unable to find a bearing
on the far shore and with waves so high that the boat is taking on water faster than it can be
bailed out, the disciples panicked.
This unexpected storm shocked them; after all didn’t they have Jesus in the boat with them? His
disciples had forgotten that such storms have always been a fact of life on the Sea of Galilee and
are to be expected. Such storms of one kind or another have always been a fact of life for

everyone, including Christians, in every age and place; and our response should not be shock but
expectation and confidence knowing who is in the boat with us.
The shock comes because we have the wrong expectation about what storms the
followers of Jesus should experience.
The Apostles would later have to deal with this same sense of shock in their letters to new
Christians, who were dismayed by persecution arising in response to their new-found faith.
The Apostle Peter wrote,
"Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test

you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice in so far as you are
sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is
revealed." (1 Pet 4:12, 13).

Mark’s Gospel adds an interesting note. It records that the disciples took Jesus "along with them,
just as He was” (I assume meaning asleep) (Mark 4:36).
We need to take Jesus as He is and not as we think Him to be. We often mistakenly bargain with
God saying, "I’ll follow, if You meet my conditions." Jacob tried making such a bargain as he fled
from his angry brother Esau,.
" Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I

go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, So that I come again to my
father’s house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God:" (Gen 28:20, 21)

If that is your understanding of discipleship, then not only will the storms surprise you they will
stop you.
We are shocked by storms in our life and we are shocked when we think God is sleeping "But
[Jesus] was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; they woke him up and said to him,
‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ (Mark 4:38)
The disciples in their panic had nowhere else to turn. As sailors, they have given it their best
efforts, but the situation looks hopeless. So they awaken the Master. John MacArthur wryly noted,
"When Sailors ask a carpenter what to do in a storm, you know they are in a lot of trouble."
Do you ever pray and it seems as if the Lord is sleeping?
Does it make you ask, "do you not care that we are perishing?"
There is a reason for this: Jesus never rescues those who are intent upon saving themselves. As
long as you think that you can handle it, He will allow you to try.
As a nation we were upset that God allowed the 911 attacks. Was He asleep? Or was it because
we continue to want to steer our own ship in another direction?
It is vitally essential in our Christian life to recognize Jesus is not a passenger, He is the Pilot. We
ought never say, "Christ I receive you into my life, now, get in the back, I’ll pilot my own ship and
if I need You, I’ll call."
Of course we will never feel that need, until a storm comes and we almost perish, which is
precisely why they come. Only then will we learn like Peter to, "cast all your cares on Him,
because He cares for you" (1 Pet 5:7).

There’s always an end to a rope. And regardless of the world’s opinion, the best advice is not to
"tie a knot and hang on." Few people get anywhere while hanging on to the end of the rope.
When you get to the end of the rope, the right answer is to let go of the rope.
Jack fell off a cliff, but managed to grab a tree limb on the way down. In desperation he
begins to call out. "Help! Help! Is anyone up there?" He was about to give up when he
hears a voice.

"Jack, I can see you, are you all right?"
"Yes, but . . . Who are you, and where are you?"
"I am the Lord, Jack. I'm everywhere."
"The Lord? You mean, GOD?"
"That's Me."
"God, please help me! I promise if You'll get me down from here, I'll stop sinning. I'll be a
really good person. I'll serve You for the rest of my life."
"Easy on the promises, Jack. Let's just get you down from there; then we can talk. Now,
here's what I want you to do. Listen carefully."
"I'll do anything, Lord. Just tell me what to do."
"Okay. Let go of the branch."
"What?"
"I said, let go of the branch. Just trust Me. Let go."
There was a long silence…. finally Jack yelled,
"HELP! HELP! IS ANYONE ELSE UP THERE?"
https://bible.org/illustration/anyone-there

We are shocked by storms. We are shocked when we think God is sleeping and we are shocked
when He speaks.
Jesus woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind
ceased, and there was a dead calm.” He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you
still no faith?’ And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, ‘Who then is
this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’ (Mark 4:39-41)?
The answer is: this is God-in-the-flesh, the God-man, Jesus Christ!
O Lord God of hosts, who is as mighty as you? O Lord, Your faithfulness surrounds you. You rule the raging of the
sea; when its waves rise, you still them." (Psa 89:8, 9)

To Christ, our fear and lack of faith are unbelievable: "Why are you afraid?”
How is it His disciples had no faith?"
1. They weren’t trusting in His Word. Jesus had said let us go across to the other side. Not,
"Let us go down to the bottom." (Mark 4:35).

2. They were not trusting in His Will which is vitally connected to His word. The very
purpose of His Word is to reveal His Will. “let us go across.” So, even in the midst of any
terrible storm, the safest place in the world is being in the will of God.
3. They weren’t aware of His Constant Presence in their lives – Jesus is always in our boat.
For example, the newly converted Paul believed that God had a mission for him to accomplish and
would accompany him all the way along on this journey (Acts 9:15-16). I can’t imagine God saving a
soul through the blood of Jesus Christ and not having a purpose for their life and a mission for
that person to accomplish.
From the day that he was saved, all that Paul was thereafter concerned about was to finish the
mission that God had planned out for him. After 14 years of mission work – taking the gospel to
the Gentile nations – where he was often beaten and imprisoned, but continued to plant thriving
churches, Paul was headed down to Jerusalem for what he knew would be his last visit home.
Everywhere he went people would say, "Paul, they’re going to throw you in jail and kill you if you
go down there!" How did Paul reply?
But I do not count my life of any value to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the good news of God’s grace. Acts 20:24

Paul’s only concern was to finish his ministry, which an angel had personally told him would be in
Rome. So, as predicted, in Jerusalem, when a mob tried to beat him to death out on the streets,
Roman soldiers, hearing the noise, rescued him and put him in jail. Forty Jews then bound
themselves under oath to neither eat nor sleep until they had killed Paul. But God had a little boy,
Paul’s nephew, standing there whom nobody paid attention to. Hearing the whole plot, he told
Uncle Paul what they were planning to do the next day. Paul then informed the Centurion and by
9 p.m. that evening he began his journey to Rome, riding on horseback, accompanied by 200
soldiers with 70 Calvary men riding alongside (I wonder how long those 40 men kept their vow
and went without eating or sleeping?).
Now on the Mediterranean Sea, sailing to Rome, a violent winter storm came up; lasting for two
weeks, it was tearing the ship apart. Paul writes, "All hope that we should be saved was lost. But

that night the angel of God stood by me … and said, Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand
before the emperor; and God has also granted safety to all those who are sailing with you.” (Acts
27:23-26)

Which is what happened, the ship eventually wrecked on the island of Malta, but all the crew are
saved. While Paul was picking helping to gather wood for a fire to warm and dry themselves, a
poisonous snake fastened itself onto his hand. The watching locals, knowing how deadly that
snake was, decided that Paul must be under a curse – having escaped the sea only to be bitten
by a snake – and are expecting to see him swell up and die. When nothing happens they change
their mind, thinking that maybe he is a god. Paul then spent the rest of the winter months as a
lavished guest of the head man the on the island, healing their sick and sharing the gospel before
resuming his journey to Rome.
So Paul gets to Rome, where he lives and preaches the Gospel for years. Afterwards, tradition
says he was released for several more years and traveled on to preach the Gospel in Spain. Then,
he was again arrested and came to the end of his life writing his final letters to the churches from
a Roman prison under a death sentence by the insane Emperor Nero. They would soon cut off
his head and Paul knows it. But they couldn’t do it until he wrote…

Here then are the Reasons for "‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?"
It only happens, when
 we aren’t trusting in the Word of God
 we aren’t confident in the Will of God
 and aren’t mindful of the Presence of God – He’s always in the boat with us.
The faith that casts out fear recognizes God’s unseen presence throughout our lives.
Thomas Andrew Dorsey was a black, jazz musician from Atlanta. In the twenties he gained a
certain amount of notoriety as the composer of jazz tunes with suggestive lyrics, but he gave all
that up in 1926 to concentrate exclusively on spiritual music. "Peace in the Valley" is one of his
best known songs, but there is a story behind his most famous song that deserves to be told.
In 1932 the times were hard for Dorsey. Just trying to survive the depression years as a working
musician meant tough sledding. On top of that, his music was not accepted by many people.
Some said it was too worldly—the devil’s music, they called it. Many years later Dorsey could
laugh about it; saying, "I got kicked out of some of the best churches in the land." But the real
kick in the teeth came one night in St. Louis when he received a telegram informing him that his
pregnant wife had died suddenly.
Dorsey was so filled with grief that his faith was shaken to the roots, but instead of wallowing in
self-pity, he turned to the discipline he knew best—music. In the midst of agony he wrote the
following lyrics:
Precious Lord, Take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn,
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light;
Take my hand precious Lord,
Lead me home.
--Norman L. Bales, Pulpit Helps, May 1992, p.20

When we know God and trust that He has a purpose for our life, we needn’t fear or be shocked
whatever storms that may come along to keep life exciting. Having God in your boat does not
mean that you will not face any storms, but it means that no storm can sink your boat.
In the middle of Westminster Abbey is the grave of John Laird Mair, 1st Baron Lawrence of the
Punjaub, who was so respected by the locals in his service to the crown, that he was able to keep
peace in the province even while the rest of India was revolting. The inscription on his tomb
reads, His devotion to public duty was ennobled by the simplicity and purity of his private life. "He

feared Man so little, because he feared God so much".

Wouldn’t that be a nice epilogue to have recorded on our headstone?
Let’s pray about this.
RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD
Worship Song

“Still”

Reuben Morgan

Creedal Statement (Psalm 23 NRSV)
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me
beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake. Even
though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your
staff— they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.
“Doxology”

Doxology

Hymn 44

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Blessed Giver of All: what is love but giving? What is love, but offering back to You what we have
already received from Your overflowing grace and care? Bless our gifts, we pray, that they may be
used in acts of love. Bless our lives with peace and justice and mercy, so that we may pass those
gifts on to others as we work for the coming of Your reign upon earth. Bless our sight, so that as
we look around us we will see and be moved to help serve the needs of our neighbors; help us to
see what You see and respond as You would respond. This we ask in the name or Your son who
saw us and reached out to help us find our way home to You.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn

“How Firm a Foundation”

Hymn 411

THE SENDING FORTH
Benediction (John 14: 27)
Jesus said, Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
Postlude

“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High”

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and
Ua aloha ke Akua nou'oe, (God loves you)
Ron & Margaret Morris

arr. Mark Hayes

Centerfest is coming September 24th!
We need volunteers to serve 2-hour slots at our
PRAYER TABLE, FRONT YARD HOSPITALITY,
and GARAGE SALE (Saturday).
Sign-up sheet is in the office.

Something More resumes!!!
On September 28th at 4pm in the fellowship hall.

Joys- September 11th
Joy- Sally Cram has new great granddaughter
Joy- Ann Fowler’s surgery went and is back at Cardinal
Joy- James Fleming thanked all the Fellowship Committee ladies
Concerns- September 4th
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank, cancer returned
Babbit: Dave, passing of wife, Ann
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bobby Miller (nephew) pending heart surgery
Benton: Tracey Thomas- (daughter’s friend) transplant
Blair: Steve Arrington- (friend) not doing well
Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer
Judy- recovering from covid
Boone: Sarah Walker- (daughter) arthritis in neck
Michael Bamber (friend) throat cancer, chemo
Clarke: Weebie, hospice care, Harvey, neuropathy
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
DeHart: Dawn’s mother radiation treatments
Diddams: Dick- moving to Liberty Ridge
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) cancer
Foster: Ron- (brother-in-law) to get out of hospital and into home
Howard & Lynn (brother) difficulty with legs, wife dementia
Palmers- loss of pet
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Field family, passing of Jackie
John Wright (nephew) heart issues
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Kuhn- Kibbey: Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots
Dick’s sister (Kibbey) - dementia, Washington state
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
Gayle Mauser- health issues, still struggling
McManis: Janet (sister) nursing home
Melissa (daughter) covid
Monk: Libby, additional surgery
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Families of those who serve
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma
Rev. Pam Ledbetter, auto-immune, diabetes
Narwid: Ed- recovering at home, improving

Neal: Janet- palliative care
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) doing well
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Katherine Tabor- (friend) stage 3 cervical cancer
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Nick & Tiffany, baby doing well, Tiffany improving
Kaleb, (Nick’s son) recovering from wound tear
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Smith Farris- (friend) recovering from surgery, pneumonia
Tom Richardson- (friend) hospital, afib
Doug Neals- (friend) cancer
Dwight Atkins- (cousin) hospice care
Toney: Jack Auer (brother) fell, aneurysm
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Nancy- lymphoma, prayers for remission, treatments
Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues, improving
Tom & Dee-(brother) COPD, maybe hospice, prayers for family

Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons. Nations to stand up for
freedom.
Prayers for new residents to come to worship with us
Prayers for our constant responders
Floods in the East, Fires in the West, War in Ukraine

SEPTEMBER 2022
Sun

Mon

4

5

10 am Worship
Communion
Aloha Sunday
Potluck
Prayer Time

Labor Day
Office closed

11

12

10 am Worship
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Congregational
Meeting
Prayer Time

Cub Scouts

18

19

8:45 am Sunday
School
10 am Service
Session
Prayer Time

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

6

7

8

9

10

13

14

15

16

17

20

21

22

23

24

Cub Scouts

Cancer
Group, 6 pm

Centerfest
Garage Sale

25

26

8:45 am Sunday
School
10 am Service
Prayer Time

Cub Scouts

27

28
Something
More,
4 pm

29

30

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm.
Activities for week of September 11th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Congregational Meeting
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Cub Scouts
Sunday: September 18th
8:45 am Sunday School
10 am Worship
Session
Prayer Time following service
September Birthdays
James Harris 12
Sandy Scheurer 12
Deanna Rutledge 16
Dick Kibbey 17
Christine Riley 18
Harold Neal 19
Barbara Saunders 20
Dick Diddams 21
Ron Morris 24
Jay Barnes 29
September Anniversaries
Jay & Eunice Barnes 11
Gerald & Tammy DeWitt 19
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Roanoke Pops Christmas Concert-2022
It’s that time of year again for you to secure your seat at one of the three tables we have been
able to reserve for this years Roanoke Pops Concert. The concert is on Friday, December 2nd at
7pm. Tickets are $49.00 each. Please get in touch with Judy Blair to reserve your seat. [540-5879416]. Once you have secured a seat, your check should be made out to Bedford Presbyterian
Church. You can drop it off at the church office or put it in Lana’s mailbox. If you have any
questions give Judy a call.

THE POWER OF ONE
by Cheryl Sawyer
As the soot and dirt and ash rained down,
We became one color.
As we carried each other down the stairs of the burning building,
We became one class.
As we lit candles of waiting and hope
We became one generation.
As we fell to our knees in prayer for strength,
We became one faith.
As the firefighters and police officers fought their way into the inferno
We became one gender.
As we whispered or shouted words of encouragement,
We spoke one language.
As we gave our blood in lines a mile long,
We became one body.
As we mourned together the great loss
We became one family.
As we cried tears of grief and loss
We became one soul.
As we retell with pride of the sacrifice of heroes
We become one people.
We are
One color
One class
One generation
One gender
One faith
One language
One body
One family
One soul
One people
We are The Power of One.
We are united.
We are America.

