Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2022 (178 Years)

Week of June 19th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World &
Growing Disciples

THE APPROACH TO GOD
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

“Faith of Our Fathers”

Young/Linker

Welcome and Announcements
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 There will be a Memorial Service for Roy Cram, Saturday at 11am with a potluck lunch to
follow. Please bring your favorite dish to share with others as we gather in remembrance.
 Next Sunday, let’s go to the Blair’s for a picnic after church, bring your favorite picnic food,
a lawn chair and join us for a River Baptism and great food and fellowship.
 For other announcements, be sure to read the emailed version of the weekly bulletin.
*Call to Worship (unison)
Let us worship God as children with wonder and awe.
Let us worship God as youth with questions and eager hearts.
Let us worship God as adults with gratitude and praise.
Let us worship God as elders with wisdom and hope.
Let the Body of Christ sing praises to God, from whom all blessings flow.
*Hymn of Praise

“Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

Hymn 82

*Prayer of Confession (unison)
This is the day that You have made, Lord. Help us to rejoice in it and be glad! Remind us of
the privileges we enjoy as Your people: to come to You in these moments, to confess our
sins, to receive forgiveness and give it, to pray and sing and listen, to renew our fainting
spirits, to rest in all Your promises. Open our eyes to see You, Lord. Open our ears to hear
Your Word. Visit us through Your Holy Spirit, and help us to celebrate our faith. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Rutledge

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD
Introduction to Scripture
Scripture
Anthem
Choplin

2 Samuel 13: 1-7
“Gather by the Rover to Pray”

Pepper

Sermon
Sin Escalates, Part 2: Amnon, Absalom and Tamar
Every year, many schools and organizations sponsor Father of the Year essay contests asking
children to write on the topic: "What My Father Means to Me." Below is a sampling of essays from
past contests:
1st grader - "My dad is the best dad ever. I would kiss a pig for him."
1st grader - "My dad is a Frito-Lay man. That is an important job because Frito-Lay means chips,
which is food. That is so important because you could not live without food."
3rd grader - "The dad in my life isn't really my dad. He's my Grandpa. But he's been like a dad to
me since before I was born. . .I hope that as I get older Grandpa will teach me all the stuff he
knows about wood, and first-aid, and everything else he knows about. My Grandpa isn't my
father, but I wouldn't trade him for all the dads in the world."
4th grader - "Sometimes as a joke I'll put my stinky socks in his briefcase, so at work the next day
he will think of me! He's always at the concerts and plays that I'm in, even though he lives about
an hour away."
5th grader - "You know what else my dad does? He braids my hair. I'm the only girl I know whose
dad braids her hair. I think that's a perfect dad. He already is the world's greatest dad to me. I
just wanted everyone to know that."
-------------------Umberto Eco wrote,
I believe that what we become depends on what our fathers teach us at odd moments, when they aren't trying
to teach us. We are formed by little scraps of wisdom.” Umberto Eco, Foucault's Pendulum

A thought which makes today’s story strangely appropriate for Father’s Day, in that while we have
set aside this time to honor our fathers, herein is also the warning that our best fathering –
and mothering – will always be by honorable example and loving discipline. It’s hard to
imagine that King David, known as a very godly man, was actually a poor father. Perhaps he
could better be described as the classic “absent father.” While the Bible only names 20 of
David’s sons and his daughter Tamar, he had over eight wives and well over ten concubines, and
certainly many other children by all these marital relationships.
That David deeply loved his children is very evident from this story; lack of love was
not their problem, lack of discipline was. But, since this particular tragedy spans over ten
years of time and over six Bible chapters (13-19), today I can give you only it’s highlights and
conclusion, while encouraging you to personally take the time to read and contemplate the
lessons we should learn from this story of Amnon, Tamar, and Absalom.
-------------------------Our story opens with David’s earliest children now grown to adult age. Amnon, David’s first-born
son has become infatuated with Tamar his sister by another mother, whom the Bible describes as
“beautiful.” Since Mosaic law forbids marriage even between half-siblings, rightly thinking that
there was no way he could have a relationship with her, Amnon was actually making himself sick
with longing (Lev.18:9-11, Dt.27:22). Until his “very crafty” friend Jonadab – using the salutation, “son
of the king,” implying that shouldn’t he get whatever he wants? – suggests a scheme whereby
Amnon can get Tamar alone and have his way with her.

As instructed by Jonadab, Amnon pretends to be really sick, asking father David to send Tamar to
personally make some food for him to eat. Dad complies. But while Tamar is preparing the food,
Amnon sends everyone else out of the room and even as she begs him not to, he rapes her.
Having had his way with her, Amnon’s lust immediately turns to disgust and he literally throws her
out of his house, bolting the door behind her.
Now a defiled virgin having no hopes of any future marriage, Tamar rips her clothes puts dust on
her head and goes weeping to the home of her full-brother Absalom where she will live the rest of
her life as a “desolate woman.” Absalom, David’s third-born son is furious, but can do very little
at the moment since Mosaic law also required that charges of rape – the penalty for which is
death – to be confirmed by at least two witnesses. So Absalom bides his time waiting to see what
dad will do.
Now, here is the decisive event of the whole story which seals the future of both Amnon and
eventually Absalom as well. 2nd Samuel 13:21 records
When King David heard of all these things, he became very angry, but he would not punish his son Amnon,
because he loved him, for he was his firstborn. II Samuel 13:21

Think of all that David’s response reveals about his failures as a father.
 If he loved Amnon, should he not have disciplined him some way?
 And what about his daughter Tamar? Where was his love for his daughter while showing
such preferential treatment for his son
 Was remembered guilt over his own affair with Bathsheba now tying his hands?
Whatever David’s reasons which froze him into inactivity, the Bible is very clear on our parental
responsibility to lovingly discipline our children. Think for a moment about the implications of
these two proverbs
Those who spare the rod hate their children, but those who love them are diligent to discipline them.
Proverbs 13:24

Discipline your children while there is hope; do not set your heart on their destruction. Proverbs 19:18

The Bible teaches that those parents who do not discipline their children, betray their own lack for
love for them while also contributing to their future failure, perhaps even their death … which is
exactly what David’s refusal to discipline Amnon now sets in motion for both of his sons.
After two-years had passed without giving any indication of what he had been planning, Absalom
hosts a magnificent feast for all of David’s sons with the specific intention of revenge killing
Amnon. At the height of the party when Amnon was happily drunk, Absalom’s servants then slay
Amnon in front of all his brothers. As the rest of the brothers flee back home in terror, Absalom
flees to his mother’s home kingdom where he lives for the next three years in exile.
After a time, having finished grieving Amnon’s death, David’s heart now yearned for the return of
Absalom. So he brings him back home but with the stipulation that he is not to enter his father’s
presence. Absalom then spends another two-years under this form of out-of-the-house arrest
before he demands to see the king and receive whatever penalty David would place upon him.

Absalom enters David’s presence, prostrating himself face to the ground before his father.
David’s only response was to kiss his son.
Even though the current family drama has now been quieted, this Peyton Place of a story
continues to unfold. With Amnon dead, and David’s second-born son having died in childhood,
Absalom is now the heir apparent to David’s throne. While Tamar was beautiful, Absalom was
described as exceptionally handsome, “without blemish from the sole of his foot to the crown of
his head” (vs.25). He also had notably long hair which he only cut once a year whenever it got
too heavy on his head.
Having such good looks and having gotten away with murdering his brother, Absalom must have
concluded “why shouldn’t I be the next king,” and why wait until dad dies of natural causes. So
Absalom embarks on a four-year conspiracy to steal the hearts of Israel away from his father.
Once he thinks he has a sufficient following Absalom goes to Hebron – where his father was first
crowned – and has himself declared king.
As Absalom’s rebel troops march on the capital city, David and his loyal followers flee to spare
Jerusalem from attack. Once in the city, Absalom seeks to cement his rule by setting up a tent on
the roof of David’s house, there to publicly sleep with ten of David’s concubines who had been left
behind to care for his estate. Thus his own son unknowingly fulfilled the last doom that had been
pronounced for David’s sin with Bathsheba.
But when his forces finally meet up with David’s in combat, Absalom is thoroughly defeated.
Fleeing the scene of the battle, his long hair gets caught in the branches of an oak tree while the
mule that he was riding kept running on without him. There Absalom hung “between heaven and
earth,” until General Joab found and immediately killed him even though David had expressly pled
for his life to be spared.
The sad conclusion of this story sees King David weeping uncontrollably, loudly crying out, ‘O my

son Absalom, my son Absalom! Would that I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my
son!’ In disgust General Joab accuses David of loving his rebellious son more than he loves his

loyal troops and orders the king outside to encourage the returning soldiers. So David dries his
tears and greets his victorious army, but one gets the sense that life for David has now lost most
of its joy. With the death of his two sons and the rape of his concubines, perhaps David finally
understood the depth of his sin in killing Uriah and stealing his wife.
The last decade of David’s reign, would see him facing down another rebellion, followed by a
three-year famine, and finally another war with the Philistines. By the age of seventy, with David
having grown physically feeble, his fourth son Adonijah makes an attempt at claiming the throne.
But having earlier promised Bathsheba that their son would be the next king, David hurriedly
crowns Solomon and Adonijah peacefully submits. A few years later Adonijah will try another
scheme in order to lay claim to the throne and is put to death by Solomon. But those are all
stories for another day.
----------------------------------So what parenting lessons can we learn from the tragic tale of unpunished rape and murder?
Let’s look at these two proverbs again.
Those who spare the rod hate their children, but those who love them are diligent to discipline them.
Proverbs 13:24

There is no escaping that discipline is a vital part of parental love.
The story is told of a single mother who had an uncontrollable son. Noting that the boy had
multiple cavities his family doctor worried over who might be able to handle this defiant child,
finally settling on an older dentist.
Arriving for his appointment, the old dentist told the boy to get in the chair. “No!” said the boy
defiantly, and if you try to make me, I’ll take all my clothes off.

Take-em off, said the old Dr. and then get in that chair. So the boy stripped down to his
underwear and socks, loudly repeating again, if you make me get in that chair, I said I would take
off ALL my clothes.
Well get-em off, replied the Dr. but you will get in that chair. Stripped down completely naked,
the boy finally got in the chair and the Dentist got to work.

When his dental work was done, the boy then demanded, give me my clothes back!

No, said the old dentist, I think we will keep them overnight. Your mother can pick them up in the
morning. And so his mother walked her naked little boy out of the office, through the public
waiting area, out to their car and home.

The next day, when Mom came to pick up her son’s clothes, the dentist expected to get some
complaint. Instead she thanked him profusely saying, my boy has been holding me hostage for

years with that threat to take his clothes off. I don’t think he will ever try that again.

Children need love and loving discipline. Writing to the Church at Ephesus, after repeating the
fifth commandment about children honoring their parents, the Apostle Paul goes on to urge the
fathers ….
Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the
Lord. Ephesians 6:4

It is our parental responsibility to both instruct and discipline our children appropriately. The
letter to the Hebrews reminds us that when God disciplines us, it is because He is treating us as
His children...

For what son is there whom his father does not discipline (Hebrews 12:7)…
Now, discipline always seems painful rather than pleasant at the time, but later it yields the
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.
Hebrews 12:11

Only with appropriate and loving discipline can we hope to raise a righteous, God and parent
honoring child.
Then there is this second proverb,
Discipline your children while there is hope; do not set your heart on their destruction. Proverbs 19:18

This is a truth which the stories of Amnon, Tamar, and Absalom only too sadly illustrate. David
claimed to love his children, but his lack of willingness to discipline his adult sons, which was
probably a pattern that had long continued since their youth, ultimately led not only to their own
untimely death but to more grief for himself than David could have imagined.

So we have come to the end of our stories from the life of King David. Personally chosen from his
youth as a “man after God’s own heart,” though David was passionate in his love and devotion to
God, a single, secret, unconfessed sin caused him a future of personal suffering: the death of an
innocent child along with several of his most valiant soldiers; also eventually the death of his two
oldest sons, a ruined life for his daughter Tamar, and plenty of grief for their mothers.
Unconfessed sin escalates, unpunished sin ultimately destroys.
Let’s pray about this and vow to treat our own children better.
RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD
“Absalom, Absalom”

Song

“Create in Me a Clean Heart”

Worship Song

Steve Bell
Andy Gilbert

Creedal Statement (1 Corinthians 6: 18-20 NIV)
Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever
sins sexually, sins against their own body. Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were
bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies
“Doxology”

Doxology

Hymn 34

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayer of Thanksgiving
All that we are, all that we ever hope to be: all come as a gift from You. So help us now in our
giving to be freed by that reminder. Receive these offerings from who we are and what we have
and for what we hope, and use them in your gracious service for turning this world upon Your axis
of providence. This we pray, these we give, in the name of Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn

“Blessed Be the Lord God Almighty”

Hymn 19

THE SENDING FORTH
Benediction (from 2 Thessalonians 2: 16, 17...3:16)
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us
eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good
deed and word…And, may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every
way…
Postlude

“The Acts of God are Righteous”
To God be the Glory!
The flowers are given by Philip and Sherry Parker.

Walther

Joys- June 19th
Joy- Ellen Foster back in church
Joy- Colleen Perkins back from travels
Joy- Betty Goodman, Will Epperly, grandson named world champion auctioneer
Concerns- June 19th
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank, cancer returned
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer
Benton: Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Faye McDaniel (friend) husband has severe health issues
Tracey Thomas- (daughter’s friend) chemo, lupus
Blair: Steve Arrington- (friend) pneumonia, possibly covid
Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer
Boone: Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) undergoing tests
Sarah Walker- (daughter) arthritis in neck
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Aunt Herta- broke hip, pneumonia
Mike Neighbors-(friend) stroke
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
DeHart: Dawn’s mother radiation treatments
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) cancer
Fleming: Steve Trombecky- heart condition, in hospital
James Anthony- (son) recovering from bypass surgery
Foster: Ron- (brother-in-law) to get out of hospital and into home
Ellen- trouble breathing
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Mike Virts- (nephew) may have liver transplant
Betty- upcoming shoulder surgery
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Kuhn- Kibbey: Jeff Milton (friend) both in memory care
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
Gayle Mauser- health issues, still struggling
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma
European conflicts, to find solutions

Narwid: Ed- recovering at home
Neal: Janet- mass found on lungs, breathing better
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Page: Family of Ruby Page
Parker: God’s intervention in Ukraine
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis
Rutledge: Sherry (friend) covid complications
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) doing well
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Katherine Tabor- (friend) stage 3 cervical cancer
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Smith Farris- (friend) recovering from surgery, pneumonia
Tom Richardson- (friend) hospital, afib
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Nancy- lymphoma, prayers for remission, treatments and follow Dr’s prescription for living
her life
Safe travels
Watkins: Joy- needing veterinarians for animal hospital
Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues. Some improvement
Tom & Dee-(brother) COPD, maybe hospice, prayers for family

Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons. Nations to stand up for
freedom.
Prayers for new residents to come to worship with us
Prayers for our constant responders

Bedford County Community Prayer Walk
Monday June 20th
Meet at the Town Clock at 6 pm.

A Memorial Service for Roy Cram will be held Saturday,
June 25th at 11am in the Sanctuary.
A Potluck lunch will follow in the fellowship hall,
please bring your favorite dish to share as we gather together in remembrance.

Then get ready for a Picnic at the Blair’s on Sunday the
26th. Bring your favorite picnic foods and join us in the
country. You may come right after service or after going home
to change into cooler, comfortable clothes and
please bring a lawn chair!!
There will also be a river Baptism before we enjoy the picnic.

Monthly Financial Report- Thank you for your ongoing support
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm.
Activities for week of June 19th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
Happy Father’s Day
Session
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Cubs
Prayer Walk, meet at clock at 6 pm
Saturday: Memorial Service for Roy Cram, 11 am
Potluck lunch
Sunday: June 26th
10 am Worship with
Picnic at the Blair’s
Prayer Time following service
June Birthdays
Hugh Saunders - 19
Betty Salley - 25
June Anniversaries
Jim and Joy Barefoot - 21
David & Kathy Grigg - 21
Philip & Sherry Parker - 28

Altavista Presbyterian Church will be hosting the 128th Presbytery
meeting in Altavista. We're blessed to partner with the Virginia
Technical Institute (a trade school located at 201 Ogden Road) to
house our meeting. We are reaching out to you as one of our Hill
Cities neighbors to see if anyone in your congregation would be
willing to volunteer some of their time.
The meeting is scheduled for Saturday, August 20 and we are planning to serve lunch, though
that plan may change later on. Registration traditionally opens around 8:00 or 8:30
Please consider offering your assistance during the meeting, contact John Salley if you can
volunteer.

