Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2022 (178 Years)

Week of May 8th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World &
Growing Disciples

THE APPROACH TO GOD
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you
Prelude

“Meditation on ‘How Great Thou Art’”

John Carter

Welcome and Announcements
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 The last Something More for the season will meet Tuesday at 3pm
 Wishing all the wonderful Mothers and Happy Mother’s day!
 For other announcements, be sure to read the emailed version of the weekly bulletin.

*Call to Worship
One: Bless the Lord, O my soul;
All: And all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
One: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.
All: With blessing on our lips and joy in our hearts, let us worship God!

*Hymn of Praise

“Sing Praise to the Father”

Hymn 142

*Prayer of Confession
Patient and loving God, You have promised to never leave us or forsake us. You have given
us the gift of Your presence in this time and beyond time. Forgive us for the ways and times in
which we sacrifice our trust in You for easy answers or quick fixes, that ultimately neither fix
nor answer anything. Gracious God, help us see beyond the things that are transient and
focus on things that are grounded in You. Give us confident trust that our salvation is a gift
from You, a result of Your grace, given to us through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Bill Rutledge

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD
Introduction to Scripture
Scripture

2 Samuel 6: 1-11

Duet

“Call Her Blessed”

Ella & Maggie

Sermon

King David almost brings the Ark to Jerusalem

Disclaimer: Material from this message was adapted in part from messages found on the Sermon Central website.

Last week’s we concluded the book of 1st Samuel with the death of King Saul and with David
living in exile in Philistine territory. This week as we begin the stories of King David, we are
entering the most important period of Israel’s history.
Moses brought the tribes of Israel to the Promised and Joshua settled them there, but it was King
David who finally united these various tribes under his benevolent reign, bringing 80 years of
prosperity, peace, and prestige to the nation of Israel.
 It was David who finally defeated the Philistines so that they were never again a serious
threat to Israel.
 It was David who made Jerusalem both the political and spiritual capital of Israel.
 And it was David who brought about a spiritual revival, concluding nearly 400 years of
Israel’s religious wandering.
Thus David is the Hebrew equivalent of George Washington and Paul Bunyan combined; both the
father of his country and a national hero of legendary proportions. Which is why many years later
as Jesus was rising to popularity; He was often celebrated as “the Son of David,” signaling that
the people expected Jesus to restore for them those golden years of David’s reign.
So to better understand the continuing claim that David has held on the Hebrew imagination, we
need to begin with the first ten years of his rise to power as recorded in 2nd Samuel, chapters 1-5.
Then we will conclude with one illustrative story of how, in his first failure to bring the Ark of the
Covenant to Jerusalem, David learned an important lesson in the right versus the wrong ways to
honor God.
-------------------The book of 2nd Samuel opens with David hearing news of Saul’s death. Following God’s guidance,
he then returns to Israel settling in the southern region, in the town of Hebron, in Judah, where
the leaders immediately anoint him as their king (2nd Sam. 2:4).
But, the household of Saul being unwilling to relinquish their former power, l Abner, the
commander of Saul’s army, then declares Ishbaal, another of Saul’s sons, as king of Israel, setting
up his capital in a northern town. For the next two years, as David’s support steadily grows,
Ishbaal’s weakens. During this time, the armies of these two divided houses had several
confrontations, often with cousins and former friends in arms now fighting against each other. In
one of those conflicts Abner, not wanting to, but in defense of his own life, kills the brother of his
former friend Joab who is the commander of David’s army.
After two years, Abner has a falling out with king Ishbaal and switches sides. Coming to David in
Hebron, Abner made peace and vowed to bring all Israel together under David’s rule. Joab was
not present for those talks. So when he learned that Abner had come and was sent away in
peace, unknown to David, Joab secretly called for Abner to return to Hebron where he murdered
him in revenge for the death of his brother.
Hearing of Abner’s death, Ishbaal’s courage fails him sending Israel into political chaos. Two of
Ishbaal’s own soldiers then assassinate him while he is taking an afternoon nap and bring his
head to David.
The important thing to notice in all of these sad events, is that with each of Saul’s, and Abner’s,
and then Ishbaal’s death, rather than gloating, David publicly honored them for who they had
been, publicly mourned their passing, and punished their murderers. All of which increased his
popularity with the people; David was a king who delivered justice and showed compassion.
Thus, all the leaders of Israel now rallied around David anointing him king over the land.

David was thirty years old when he was first anointed as king and he ruled Israel for forty years.
For the first seven years and six months, David ruled from Hebron. Then after making Jerusalem
his capital, he ruled for another 33 years.
The first recorded action of King David was to acquire Jerusalem – in the center of Israel – as his
new capital. Sitting high on a mountain top with a walled stronghold, surrounding valleys, and a
fresh water spring nearby, Jerusalem was a natural fortress. The Jebusites – a Canaanite tribe
who currently inhabited the city – felt so secure, they bragged that “even the blind and the lame”
could successfully defend Jerusalem against David’s assaults. But they had not counted on David
knowing of the secret tunnel they had dug to bring the spring’s water into the city. David and his
men simply snuck up the tunnel and the rest is history.
Now when the Philistines heard that David had been crowned king, unifying the land, and had
made Jerusalem his new capital, they sent several expeditionary forces into Israel in an attempt
to kill him and keep Hebrew people under their control. But as before, each time they attacked
David’s army, they were soundly defeated and driven from the land. David then went on to
conquer the Moabites, the Syrians, and all of Israel’s other enemies, now forcing them to pay him
tribute. In all this time as the book of Chronicles records, David became greater and greater, for
the Lord of hosts was with him (1 Chron. 11:9).
The important thing to notice about these years is that each time David had an important decision
to make, he first inquired of the Lord as to what he should do and then faithfully followed God
guidance. But in this next story, that is the one thing he apparently forgot to do.
Having brought peace to Israel and having defeated all their enemies; having established his
capital in Jerusalem and having even built himself a nice house there, David felt there was still an
important task yet to accomplish: he knew that most of the people were still far away from the
Lord.
During the 400 years of the Judges, Israel had wandered away from their close relationship with
God. Being “a man after God’s own heart,” David wanted to make that situation right. He wanted
to bring his people back to the Lord. To do this, David knew that he would personally have to
lead the nation back to God. So he decided to retrieve the Ark of the Covenant from its 70 year
exile in the house of Abinidab and place it in his new capital city as the centerpiece of Israelite
worship and everyday life.
The Ark of the Covenant, built at the command of the Lord, was a chest of wood overlaid in pure
gold (Ex. 25:10-22.). It was topped by a golden lid called the Mercy Seat and flanked on either side by
two golden cherubim covering it with their wings. Inside the Ark was a pot of manna; Aaron’s rod
that budded and the two stone tablets of the Law that God gave Moses at Mount Sinai. But what
made the Ark so important was that it was here, above the Ark, where God promised to meet
with His people. It was here where the blood of the atonement was placed on the Day of
Atonement. It was here that the glory of God rested as He led the children of Israel through the
wilderness.
As the symbol of God’s presence among His people, the Ark was central to their worship and their
relationship with God. In the early days of Israel’s occupation it was even carried into battle in
front of the soldiers. But through the years of the Judges as the tribes of Israel spread across the
land, the Ark had not been kept in the central position that it deserved and, as a result, neither
had God.
Then in the days of the High Priest Eli some 100 years before David’s reign, without first seeking
God’s guidance, Israel’s leaders had again attempted to carry the Ark into battle only to be utterly

defeated and have it captured by the Philistines. Hearing of the death of his sons and the capture
of the Ark, Eli dies and his daughter-in-law goes into premature labor. With her dying breath she
named the child Ichabod, meaning “the Glory has departed.” The loss of the Ark was a
tragedy beyond all proportion for the people of Israel. While the glory of God had long ago
departed, still the symbol of God’s glory was now also gone.
But, during the seven months that the Ark was in the possession of the Philistines, God harassed
whatever city that tried holding it; causing their idols to fall and shatter and inflicting upon them
diseases and infestations. (1 Sam. 5-6.).
Believing in territorial gods, the Philistine solution was to send Israel’s angry God back home by
returning the Ark to Israel’s possession. But they also devised a clever test to determine if it was
really Israel’s God who was now plaguing them. They placed the Ark along with guilt offerings to
the God of Israel on a new ox cart. Then, having removed their calves from them, they
harnessed two young milk cows to the cart and followed it as the untended cows, still calling for
their calves, nevertheless carried the Ark all the way back to Israel, to the Levite town of BethShemesh.
The people of Beth-Shemesh were so overjoyed at the return of the Ark, that they immediately
cut up the cart for firewood and sacrificed the cows as a thank offering to God. But after that
they treated it more like a local attraction, with some of their men even trying to lift its lid to look
inside; as a result many of the residents died. Now themselves fearing the Ark, the people of
Beeth-Shemesh wanted to get rid of it, sending the Ark up into the mountains to the house of
Abinidab where it then stayed for the next 70 years.
The Bible doesn’t explain why the Ark was not immediately returned back to the Tabernacle in
Shiloh, there to be properly tended by the priests; probably because after the Ark’s capture and
Eli’s death, the Tabernacle had also been deserted. It seems that all Israel had forgotten the
significance of the Ark as a symbol of God’s presence in their midst.
Neither did King Saul have any interest in the Ark, letting it remain at Abinidab’s house
throughout his 42 year reign while doing nothing to restore the Ark of the Covenant to its proper,
central place, in the worship of God’s people. As one commentary noted, “To neglect the Ark was

to neglect God himself. While the Ark was absent from the center of Israel’s worship, the nation
was in a covenant-breaking condition.”
So, after 100 years of neglect, David personally decided to show Israel, by example, how to
rightly worship God. Gathering 30,000 of Israel’s leaders, David led the procession to Abinidab’s
house to retrieve the Ark. But apparently this time David had forgotten to first consult God
before fetching the Ark to its new home.

It was to be a nine mile victory parade from Abindab’s house bringing the Ark to its new home in
Jerusalem. As the Philistines had done earlier, the Israelites loaded the Ark on a brand new Ox
Cart for the journey. Two of Abindab’s sons were to lead the cart, Ahio from the front with Uzzah
following behind, while “David and all the house of Israel danced before the Lord with all their

might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets, cymbals and trumpets

(1

Chron. 13:9).

The people were worshipping with genuine enthusiasm — celebrating before the LORD! There
was laughter, music, singing, and dancing. The procession was filled with joy, with David leading
the festivities, while over thirty thousand of Israel’s leaders accompanied the Ark to its new home.
But then, the cart hit a bump in the road. With that momentary slip of the oxen’s feet, Uzzah
reached up his hand to steady the Ark so it wouldn’t fall and the moment he touched the Ark it

was he who fell to the ground … dead. Everything changed in that moment. The victory parade
came to a dramatic halt as everyone stared in shock at the body on the ground. God had struck
Uzzah dead.
Scripture records that David was angry because the Lord had burst forth with an outburst upon

Uzzah;

And David was afraid of the Lord that day; saying, ‘How can the ark of the Lord come
into my care?’ So David was unwilling to take the ark of the Lord into his care in the city
of David; instead David took it to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite [where] the Ark of
the Lord remained … for three months; and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his
household.” (6:6-11)

What had gone wrong? David’s heart was in the right place, his intentions were God honoring,
but apparently he forgot to first consult God on the process. He also had either forgotten or
ignored the clear commands from God as to how the Ark was to be transported. God had allowed
the Philistines to return the Ark on an ox cart because they could not have known the proper
ritual, and besides God was the one leading the milk cows home. But David should have known
better.
In the book of Numbers, God had given specific instructions on the manner in which the Ark was
to be transported. Before the Ark could even be moved out of its inner sanctuary it had to be
covered, because only the High Priest was ever allowed to see it. Then, only the sons of Kohath,
a family in the tribe of Levites, were allowed to carry the Ark (NUMBERS 7:9). But before doing so, the
carriers had to sanctify themselves – make themselves ritually clean. Then, they were to use two
long poles to lift the Ark up to their shoulders for transport. In all this process they were
forbidden from actually touching it, lest they die (NUMBERS 4:15). Having lived with the Ark all their
lives, you would think that Ahio and Uzzah knew of these requirements; their failure to follow
them had now cost Uzzah’s life.
Seeing the result of their simply neglecting the proper rituals for the Ark’s transport and now
being afraid of it, David deposited the Ark in the nearby residence of Obed-Edom the Gitite until
he could figure out what had gone wrong.
Interestingly, Obed was specifically identified as a “Gitite,” meaning that he had come from the
town of Gath – Goliath’s former home. In other words, Obed was Philistine! Probably having
joined David’s army during his days of exile, Obed had then followed him back to Israel. That
God was now blessing Obed’s hosting of the Ark, seemingly meant that he either knew better how
to care the Ark, or that God had again taken into consideration Obed’s respect for the sacred relic
in spite of his lack of knowledge concerning its proper handling.
Either way, for the three months that the Ark resided in his home, God so obviously blessed
Obed-Edom’s household that David heard of it, and now – having done his homework – he was
ready for another attempt at bringing the Ark to its new home in Jerusalem. This time he did it
the right way…. But that is the story for next week.
Today we don't have an Ark like Israel did; but we still have God's presence now living within us.
And just as they needed God's presence to be blessed, we still need the blessing presence of God
in our lives; blessing which comes through obedience. So now, let’s conclude this week’s story
by learning how we might benefit from knowing and honoring God’s rules concerning those things
which represent His holiness.
------------------------------

The first lesson this story should teach us is that before we decide to do something for
God, we had better ask His guidance first. Jesus told those seeking food, shelter, and
security to seek first Gods kingdom and He would give us all these things as well (Matt. 6:33). His
brother James also warned us to never make any plans without first consulting God.
you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.’ James 4:15

Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a town and spend a
year there, doing business and making money.’ Yet you do not even know what tomorrow will
bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.
Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.’ As it is, you boast
in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil. Anyone, then, who knows the right thing to do
and fails to do it, commits sin. James 4:13-17
Failing to seek God’s will is just as dangerous as ignoring what He has already told you to do. The
best thing a child of God can do is to learn and align themselves with the Word of God and then
walk in humble obedience. Since we have been told to pray without ceasing, God’s children
should always pray before they make a move (1 Thess. 5:16-18, Micah 6:8).
Secondly, if we want to do God’s work, we had better do it God’s way
God’s blessings come only through obedience and those who defy His Word and His will are going
to pay a terribly high price. In the days of Moses, the hiddenness and untouchability of the Ark
not only symbolized the complete holiness of God, it also demonstrated His unapproachable
separation from sinful people. Other than Moses, only the High Priest could even see the Ark, only
once a year, and only after offering sacrifices both for his and the people’s sin.
because God is holy we who would approach Him should also be holy in all that we do

1 Peter 1:15-16.

These days through the intervention and atoning death of Jesus Christ, God no longer needs to
remain separate and unapproachable, but seeing all who come to Him covered by His son Jesus,
God now welcomes us as children and encourages us to boldly approach His throne (Hebrews 4:14-16,
Romans 8:14-17). That does not mean we can now take God’s holiness for granted. We have been
warned: because God is holy we who would approach Him should also and always
strive to be holy in all that we do (1 Peter 1:15-16). Just because our Heavenly Judge is now
also our loving Father, does not mean we can give Him any less respect.
The Apostle Paul had to warn the new Christians in Corinth, that because their irreverence while
participating in the Lord’s Supper, some of their members had brought judgment upon themselves:
both illness and death. For all who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink
judgment against themselves. 1 Corinthians 11:20-31
We are privileged to live in fellowship with a loving, but nevertheless Holy God. While we need
not be afraid of him, a little healthy fear and respect would be our wise response. In C.S.Lewis’
Chronicles of Narnia, the Beaver family tell Edmund and Lucy that they are going to meet Aslan
the Lion, the king of Narnia.
"Ooh" said Susan. "I'd thought he was a man. Is he-quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous

about meeting a lion"... "Safe?" said Mr Beaver ..."Who said anything about safe?
'Course he isn't safe. But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.”

― C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

The Apostle Paul has advised all of us who claim to follow Jesus,
For we all must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what
has been done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to
persuade others 2 Corinthians 5:10-11

The Bible records that David became angry with the Lord and for a while instead of repenting and
doing things the Lord’s way, David chose instead to forget the whole business. He dismissed the
people and left the Ark where it was. David stopped praising and he started pouting.
We should not be surprised that God refuses to bless us when we leave the reservation.
 When we seek to do God’s business our way, He will not bless it.
 When we employ worldly methods in an attempt to do God’s work, He will not bless it.
 When we fail to seek His will, He will not bless us.
 When we operate in the power and energy of the flesh, He will not bless us.
 When we refuse to obey His precepts and principles, He will not bless us.
If you want to be disappointed in your walk with Jesus as an individual or as a church, just do
everything your way, and watch God refuse to honor it. Watch Him send judgment instead.
If you want God’s blessing, then do God’s business God’s way; He will honor it and bring glory to
Himself through it.
Thankfully after three months of hearing God blessing others and not himself, David came
around, found out how to honorably carry the Ark, and was finally able to victoriously dance it
into Jerusalem, where the priests could properly tend it and all the people could be blessed.
Everyone was happy …. Well almost everyone. But that’s next week’s story.
Let’ pray.
RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD

Worship Song

“In the Presence of Jehovah”

Geron Davis

Creedal Statement (1 Cor. 15:1-6, Rev. 22:13, Matt 16:16)
This is the gospel which we have received, in which we stand, and by which we are saved, if we
hold it fast: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He
was raised on the third day, according to the scriptures. And that He appeared first to the women,
then to Peter and the Twelve, and then to many faithful witnesses. We believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of the living God. He is the first and the last, the beginning and the end; He is our
Lord and our God. Amen.
Doxology
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

“Doxology”

Hymn 44

Prayers of the People
Gracious God, we thank You for adopting us into Your family through the miracle of Your grace,
and for calling us to be brothers and sisters to each other.
Today, loving God, we pray for our mothers:
who cared for us when we were helpless
who comforted us when we were hurt
whose love and care we often took for granted.
Today we pray for:
those families separated by conflict whether its national or familial.
those who are grieving the loss of their mother,
those who never knew their biological mother, and now yearn for her,
those who have experienced the wonder of an adopted mother’s love.
Lord, give our families in all their varied forms special blessings. Keep us united with You and
with each other, fathers, mothers, daughters, and sons, so that we can be and become all that
we are meant to be. Amen
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn

“If You Will Trust in God to Guide You”
THE SENDING FORTH

Hymn 429

Benediction
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come … and from Jesus
Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
Postlude

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

Chris Neal

Bedford Hiking Club Returns to Claytor Nature Center
We really enjoyed last week’s stroll through the Claytor woods; there is
so much we didn’t get to see. So, let’s do it again at 9:30am on
Saturday, May 14th. The walking is easy and dogs on leash are
welcome. (there is no rain date).
The CLAYTOR NATURE CENTER is at 1844 Woods Rd. From Bedford
take Peaks Rd. to Woods Rd. A less dusty way is Big Island Hwy. to
Forbes Mill, to Woods Rd.

COME PRAY WITH US!!
This summer, the Bedford Presbyterian Prayer Table returns to the
Farmer’s Market for one Saturday every month. Elder Barbara Nichols
will again be hosting the table. She is now looking for volunteers to
help set up and take down (8 am & 12 pm).
She’s also looking for volunteer prayer warriors, in 2 or 4 hour shifts, to
join her at the table. Here are the dates: May 21, June 18, July 9, August 13.
Pick your dates and get signed up TODAY on the clip board in the Church office.

Saturday, June 4th from 10 am until Noon
in the Bedford Presbyterian Fellowship Hall,
Denise Scruggs from the Beard Center on Aging,
University of Lynchburg will present a workshop
offering resources and tips for your family’s

Journey through ALZHEIMERS from the very start.

Concerns- May 8th
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank, cancer returned
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer
Benton: Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Linda & Laura- travel mercies
Faye McDaniel (friend) husband has severe health issues
Tracey Thomas- (daughter’s friend) chemo
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Steve Arrington- (friend) pneumonia, possibly covid
Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer
Harvey Clarke- Weebee sleeping most of the day now
Boone: Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) undergoing tests
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Aunt Herta- broke hip, pneumonia
Mike Neighbors-(friend) stroke
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Roy- weak, home
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) cancer
Fleming: Paul Trautman (friend) terminal cancer
James Anthony- (son) physical and emotional needs
Foster: Ron- (brother-in-law) to get out of hospital and into home
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Mike Virts- (nephew) may have liver transplant
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Kuhn- Kibbey: Jeff Milton (friend) both in memory care
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
Gayle Mauser- health issues, still struggling
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma
European conflicts, to find solutions
Narwid: Ed- recovering at home
Neal: Whitney Janet’s (friend) kidney removed
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Heather Casdorph- hit in the head by horse
Parker: God’s intervention in Ukraine
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis

Rutledge: Sherry (friend) covid complications
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) doing well
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Smith Farris- (friend) recovering from surgery, pneumonia
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Nancy- lymphoma, prayers for remission, treatments and follow Dr’s prescription for living
her life
Watkins: Joy- needing veterinarians for animal hospital
Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues. Some improvement
Tom & Dee-(brother) COPD, maybe hospice, prayers for family

Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons. Nations to stand up for
freedom.
Prayers for new residents to come to worship with us
Prayers for our constant responders

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm.
Activities for week of May 8th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Cubs
Tuesday: 3 pm Something More, final meeting for the season
Saturday: Bedford Hiking Club, Claytor Nature Center
Sunday: May 15th
10 am Worship
Session
Prayer Time following service
May Birthdays
Becky Noell- 9
Russell Stevens- 9
Roy Cram- 13
Richard Creasy - 15
Tammy DeWitt- 18
Heather Browning - 18
Belvia Tate - 22
Marlon Creasy-24
Elizabeth Creasy - 26
Venus Gould-28
May Anniversaries
John and Judy Blair- 13

Bedford Christian Ministries is in need of the following. When you go
shopping, select an item from the list and drop off at BCM or the church
and we will deliver to them.
Manual and Electric Can Openers
Mixers Blenders
Coffee Makers Pots and Pans Vacuums Fans
Sheets- (king, queen, full, twin) Towels Wash Cloths Blankets
Diapers (size 3,4,5,6)

