Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2022 (178 Years)

Week of April 3rd
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World &
Growing Disciples

THE APPROACH TO GOD
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

Callahan

Welcome and Announcements
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Congratulations to Ryan Johnson for making Scout of the Year and moving to the Star
Rank.
 Something More will meets Tuesday at 3pm
 For other announcements, be sure to read the emailed version of the weekly bulletin.
*Call to Worship
One:This we know that The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;
All: the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple;
One:the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
All: the commandments of the Lord are clear, enlightening the eyes; More to be desired
are they than gold; sweeter also than the drippings of the honeycomb.
One:Let us obey all God’s commands and worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.
*Hymn of Praise

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

Hymn 48

*Prayer of Confession
Almighty God, who does freely pardon all who repent and turn to Him, now fulfill in every
contrite heart the promise of Your redeeming grace; forgiving all our sins, and cleansing us
from an evil conscience; through the perfect sacrifice of Christ Jesus our Lord. As we now live
new lives in Christ, help us learn how to forgive as we have been so greatly forgiven. We ask
this in the name of Your Son who gave His life so that we might live again. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Bill Rutledge

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD
Introduction to Scripture
Scripture
Hymn

1 Samuel 24: 1-22
“You’re Worthy of My Praise”

Hymn 648

Sermon

David: Games of Cat and Mouse

Disclaimer: Material from this message was adapted in part from messages found on the Sermon Central website.

The Jackie Robinson Story is the 1950 movie about the life, challenges, and achievements of
baseball legend Jackie Robinson. With the help and vision of Brooklyn Dodgers general manager,
Branch Rickey, he broke the professional baseball color barrier. Starring Jackie Robinson as
himself, the movie depicts the prejudice and hatred Robinson had to endure and the depth of
patience, courage, and self-control he displayed in the face of relentless adversity.
In one scene from the movie, at their first meeting, Rickey surprises Robinson by saying he wants
Robinson to try out for his team and possibly become the first black player in the major leagues.
Rickey asks, “What do you think, Jackie? Do you got guts enough to play the game no matter

what happens? They’ll shout insults at you. They’ll come into you spikes first. They’ll throw at
your head.”
“They’ve been throwing at my head for a long time, Mr. Rickey,” Robinson responds.

Rickey fabricates a scenario: “Suppose I’m a player on the eve of an important game. Suppose I

collide with you at second base, and when I get up, I say, ‘You, you dirty black so-and-so.’ What
do you do?”
“Mr. Rickey, do you want a ballplayer who’s afraid to fight back?” Robinson asks.
Rickey answers emphatically, “I want a ballplayer with guts enough not to fight back. You’ve got

to do the job with base hits, stolen bases, and fielding ground balls, Jackie. Nothing else.”

“Now, I’m playing you in the World Series, and I’m hotheaded. I want to win the game. So, I go
into you spikes first. You jab the ball in my ribs and the umpire says ‘out.’ All I can see is your
black face, that black face right over me. So, I haul off and punch you right in the cheek. What do
you do?”
Robinson calmly thinks for a moment, then answers, “Mr. Rickey, I’ve got two cheeks.”
Happy with his answer, Rickey briefly discusses the contract with Robinson. As Robinson is about
to leave, Rickey tells him, “Remember one thing. No matter what happens on the ball field, you
can’t fight back. That’s going to be the hard part. You can’t fight back.”
Robinson does turn the other cheek and becomes a model of courage and humility on the ball
field.
For some ten years of his life, God was training David to turn the other cheek, as he fled from
place to place while Saul persistently sought to capture and kill him. As a youth, God had chosen
David to be the next king over Israel, but it would take approximately twenty more years before
he became king. Ironically for half of those years David lived in the palace with Saul while he
spent the next half running from Saul.
We don’t have time today to cover all of Saul’s many attempts on David’s life and the other evils
he committed in the process, so for today we will focus on just one event illustrating God’s
continuing protection of David while also patiently training him to leave the revenge business to
God; even when David was just one knife thrust away from getting even.
------------------At the end of 1 Samuel chapter 23, after many years of playing cat and mouse with Saul, David
and his ragtag outlaw army of some 300 men are currently hiding out in the caves of En Gedi on
the west shore of the Dead Sea. It was an oasis in the desert with fresh water springs, waterfalls,

lush vegetation, and countless caves in the limestone cliffs from which he could see his enemy
coming from miles away; it was a perfect hideout for David.
Let’s pick up the story in 1 Samuel chapter 24. Told that David is hiding in the wilderness of EnGedi, Saul took three thousand chosen soldiers – the best of his best – and again went looking for
David. Coming to a cave somewhere in that area, Saul went in “to relieve himself” not knowing
that David and his men were also in the cave. (1-3).
With 3,000 of his soldiers standing around outside, Saul chose the one cave where David and his
men were hiding, in which to take a nap. I don't think this was just a coincidence! One of the
greatest tests of character comes at moments just like this, when our enemy is in a most
vulnerable situation.

The men of David said to him, “Here is the day of which the Lord said to you, ‘I will give your
enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it seems good to you.’”
I can't find anywhere in the Old Testament where God actually said that to David; but doesn’t it
sound Biblical? His men were misquoting God to tempt David into being what each one of them
would gladly have done.
Remember this is David's outlaw army made up of the outcasts of society. Their whole life had
been spent stealing, fighting, and hiding; for them there was no such thing as “playing fair.”
They would gladly use any advantage to win, to get what they wanted, and here is their enemy in
a very vulnerable position.
They said, “God is giving you this opportunity. Saul would immediately kill you if the situation
were reversed, right?" The voice of revenge can be so strong; sometimes it even makes a lot of
sense.
So what did David do? While Saul, fatigued by the heat of the day and blinded from the outside
brightness, comes in to the cool darkness to get a brief rest, David quietly creeps forward, pulls
out his knife … and cuts off the corner of Saul's robe.
What happened after that?
Afterwards David was stricken to the heart because he had cut off a corner of Saul’s cloak.
He said to his men, ‘The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the Lord’s
anointed, to raise my hand against him; for he is the Lord’s anointed.’ So David scolded his
men severely and did not permit them to attack Saul. Then Saul got up and left the cave,
and went on his way. (5-7).
I am sure David had not originally intended just to cut a corner from Saul’s robe, but at this
moment of final triumph, he still could not bring himself to harm God’s anointed.
He was even upset with himself for having cut off of piece of Saul’s clothing.
Why this reaction from David? What he did seems so cleverly innocent compared to what he
could have done, right? But we need to understand that even touching Saul's clothing was
considered an act of contempt. It was an expression of utmost disrespect; kind of like if a modern
Arab, today, throws his shoe at you.
David’s heart was so sensitive to the things of God, that with all the things he could have done to
Saul in that cave, even this necessary but insulting act bothered him.

After Saul and his men had gone a safe distance away, David came out of the cave, and called
out to him, "My lord the king!" When Saul looked behind him, David bowed his face to the
ground and did obeisance. Here is his mortal enemy standing just yards away and yet David
begins by honoring Saul as king.
Showing him the corner of his robe, David said,

This day your own eyes can see that the LORD delivered you into my hand in the cave, and
someone urged me to kill you. But I spared you, saying, 'I will not stretch out my hand
against my lord, for he is the LORD'S anointed.' So now you know and can see that
there is neither evil nor rebellion in my hand, and I have not sinned against you. Yet you
hunt my life to take it. Let the LORD judge between you and me, and let the LORD
avenge me on you. But my hand shall not be against you…. (9-13).

Upon hearing and seeing David's proof of his peaceful intent and perhaps also realizing how close
he had just come to his own death, Saul, moved with emotion, weeps while acknowledging that
David was both innocent and honorable.

Saul said, ‘Is that your voice, my son David?’ Saul then wept aloud. He said to David, ‘You
are more righteous than I; for you have repaid me good, whereas I have repaid you evil.
Today you have explained how you have dealt well with me, in that you did not kill me
when the Lord put me into your hands. For who has ever found an enemy, and sent
the enemy safely away? So may the Lord reward you with good for what you
have done to me this day.
Saul went on to say, ‘Now I know that you shall surely be king, and that the kingdom of

Israel shall be established in your hand. Swear to me therefore by the Lord that you will
not cut off my descendants after me, and that you will not wipe out my name from my
father’s house.’ So David swore this to Saul. Then Saul went home; but David and his men
left for another stronghold. (16-21)
In Saul's rational moments, he knew the truth. He knew that David was not trying to take his
throne that David was righteous, and that David would be the next king. So Saul now asks David
for a favor even though he doesn’t deserve one.
In those days, when one rival king replaced another, the new king usually exterminated everyone
in the old king's family to eliminate any future attempts against his newly acquired throne. So
Saul pled with David for the life of his family, that in his new reign, they might be spared. David
agreed and they both departed; Saul returning home and David to find his next hiding place.
Why doesn’t David return with Saul?
He knew Saul only too well to trust him; his insane jealousy has only been momentarily quieted.
True to his character, Saul will yet again send out another expedition to seek David’s life and
David will yet again in an act of righteous bravery – this time – steal Saul’s spear and water jug
from beside his head while he slept in the middle of his armed camp. But that is a story for
another day.
--------------------So what can we take home from the story of David cutting the corner off Saul’s robe?
David had the perfect opportunity to take revenge upon Saul for the misery that he has and will
continue putting David through, but David did not retaliate.
How can we, be like David?
Should we even want to be like David?
How can we leave revenge to the Lord?

Writing to the Roman Christians – even while they were undergoing a time of horrible persecution
under the Emperor Nero, the Apostle Paul urged them

Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves,
but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the
Lord.’ No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to
drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.’ Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:17-21)
For years, commentators have argued over the meaning of Paul’s expression of “heaping
burning coals on their heads.” Some have argued that it’s Paul’s way of suggesting that you
might at least get some sort of passive-aggressive revenge by publicly shaming them with your
kindness. But I no longer believe this. I think Paul was using an old expression that has evolved
through the years to now mean that you will make them “hot” or “red faced with shame;” which
is exactly how Saul felt when David showed him the corner of his cloak.
How then can we learn to follow this Biblical guidance for leaving revenge in the hands of God?
Let me suggest that we can put this into practice by coming to grips with the following three
truths.
Since we are all sinners …expect that you are going to be mistreated

Truth #1. We should expect that we are going to be mistreated. We are all sinners. None of us
will always do the right thing. Just as we have been sinned against, we also know that we have
sinned against others.
And we also have to realize that there are some people who are not trying to do what is right.
There are people who will intentionally try to harm us, for one reason or another.
Let me ask you this question! Have you been greatly harmed by someone in your life?
Has someone manipulated things to make himself or herself look good at your expense?
Has somebody promised you something and didn't come through?
Has someone you thought was a friend, turned out to be anything but a friend?
Has somebody failed you when you needed them the most?
Has your mom or dad, or some other relative left you with physical, verbal, or emotional scars?
Tragically many people are going to let us down and some of them are even going to intentionally
inflict pain upon us! There are some people just that evil.
Consider what Putin is currently doing to the people of Ukraine, with his ground war stalled by
their fierce resistance, he is now trying to bomb them into submission. What good is the country
going to be for anyone after you have bombed all its cities into non-existence?
So we should not be surprised when evil is done to us, we should expect it, take it into account,
and be as prepared as possible to give it the proper response.
Your greatest test will be in how you treat people who have mistreated you. Unknown.

Truth #2. We should anticipate that we will want to have some sort of revenge.

When we have been hurt so deeply, we should expect that the temptation to retaliate will be very
strong; whether we respond physically or just quietly call down curses upon their heads.
But that is a temptation that we must overcome. We must take our pain to the Lord.
We must ask for Gods help to overcome the evil done to us so that we won't make the problem
worse by retaliating.
Seeking revenge is the most ancient traditions of the fallen world. Known as lex talionis, “the law
of the claw,” it means that if you kill my goat, I will kill your cow. If you hurt my relative, I will
kill your entire family, maybe even your entire village. Thus this ancient practice sets up a cycle
of evil that has no end, only escalation.
Just think about the classic ongoing feuds... the Hatfields and McCoys, or the gangs in the big
cities. Think about the Israelis and Palestinians who have been going after each other since the
days of Ishmael and Isaac.
So when God through Moses established the Levitical law of an eye for an eye, a tooth for a
tooth, this actually was an effort to move beyond the tradition of revenge by only dispensing
justice equal to the crime and nothing more (24:17-22),. But Jesus said there was an even better
way to respond to the urge for revenge, which as Jackie Robinson knew from his church Sunday
School days was to turn the other cheek.
Because revenge has no more quenching effect on emotions than salt water has on thirst.
Holding a grudge is like drinking poison and expecting the other person to die. The
desire for revenge only kills the person who holds on to it.
So we should anticipate the desire for revenge and take those feelings to the Lord.
Truth #3. Which is perhaps the hardest for us fallen humans … we must then leave the harm, the
injustice done to us, in the hands of God.
Can we trust God to be the judge?
Can we leave room for God's wrath?
Can we trust God to justly balance the books in His own time?
Rather than take revenge, Jesus gave us the awesome challenge of loving our enemies
by treating them in loving and righteous ways; if they are hungry, feed them, if they are thirsty,
give them drink. That is how we overcome evil with good, by repaying evil with kindness.
In doing that we can experience something far better than revenge! We can experience the peace
of God. We will know that we are right with God and that God will bless us in the end.
The Apostle Peter learned this lesson well from Jesus. He would write,
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow … when
he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 1 Peter 2:21-23

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow in his steps. "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth."
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.
We are now coming into Holy Week, where we will rehearse again how Jesus was insulted,
beaten, abused, and then unjustly put to death in an inhumane fashion; all of which he quietly
endured knowing that by his stripes we were being healed and trusting in God His Father
to make all things right in the end. Which is exactly what God did on that day we now celebrate

as Resurrection Day. That day, Christ rose again from the dead and as we say in our statement of
faith, he ascended into Heaven so that He might now be everywhere present in the lives of His
believers.
The wonderful message of the gospel, is that because Jesus willingly went to the cross, without
retaliating against the evil done to him, in Him our sins were punished, so we can now stand
before God … forgiven!
How can I not forgive anyone anything that they have done to me, when I realize how much of
what I have done is what led to God’s son being nailed to the cross. As we pray every Sunday,
we must learn how to forgive as we have been forgiven.
That’s something to pray about.
RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD
Confession of Faith
Celtic Creed
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water and earth,
of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, born of
woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of sorrows, He died forsaken. He
descended into the earth to the place of death. On the third day He rose from the tomb. He
ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present and His kingdom will come on earth. We believe
in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of
healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Invitation to Communion
Hymn of Preparation
Communion

“Behold the Lamb”

Getty/Townend

“Bread of the World”
“Amazing Grace”

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Hymn

“And Can It Be”
THE SENDING FORTH

Hymn 366

Benediction (Jude 24-25)
To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence
without fault and with great joy -- To the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and
authority, through Jesus Christ our lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
Postlude

“Fugue”

Anonymous Italian

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in memory and honor of
my children Chad Noell and Amanda Stanley on their birthdays, Becky Noell.

CONGRATULATIONS RYAN JOHNSON!!!!!
Ryan was awarded Scout of the Year at our Court of Honor. This award can only be presented
once throughout his Scouting Career. He also ranked up to Star Scout.
Please take the time to congratulate him on his accomplishment!

COME PRAY WITH US !!
This summer, the Bedford Presbyterian Prayer Table returns to the
Farmer’s Market for two Saturdays every month. Elder Barbara
Nichols will again be hosting the table. She is now looking for
volunteers to help set up and take down (8am & 12pm).
She’s also looking for volunteer prayer warriors, in 2 or 4 hour shifts, to
join her at the table. Here are the dates: May 7 & 21, June 8 & 25, July 9 & 23, August 13 & 27.
Pick your dates and get signed up TODAY on the clip board in the Church office.

Saturday, June 4th from 10 am. until Noon
in the Bedford Presbyterian Fellowship Hall.
Denise Scruggs from the Beard Center on Aging,
University of Lynchburg will present a workshop
offering resources and tips for your family’s

Journey Through ALZHEIMERS
from the very start.

Joys- March 27th
Joy- Ellen Foster home, but weak

Concerns- March 27th
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank, cancer returned
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer
Benton: Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Carolyn- (friend) tests being done, not cancer
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Steve Arrington- (friend) pneumonia, possibly covid
Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer
Harvey Clarke- Weebee sleeping most of the day now
Boone: Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) procedure successful
Karl Elleffson- (friend) hospice care
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Aunt Herta- broke hip, pneumonia
Mike Neighbors-(friend) stroke
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Roy – more medical testing
Easter: Ruby Key (friend) foot is not healing
Lisa McKinney- (friend) lost her husband
Fleming: Christopher- grandson- cancer
Paul Trautman (friend) severely ill
James Anthony- (son) physical and emotional needs
Foster: Ellen- home, weak
Ron- (brother-in-law) to get out of hospital and into home
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Mike Virts- (nephew) may have liver transplant
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse
Harris: Judy- having difficulty swallowing, eating
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Hopkins: prayers for family on passing of Dorinda
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy & Jeff Milton (friend) both in memory care
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
Gayle Mauser- health issues, still struggling
McManis: those suffering from starvation in foreign countries
Areas hit by tornados especially hospitals
Morris: Robert, (sexton) wife Lisa, lung cancer, radiation

Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime

Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma
European conflicts, to find solutions
Elisa Morris- (daughter-in-law) degenerative eye disease
Narwid: Ed- recovering at home
Neal: Whitney Janet’s (friend) kidney removed
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Heather Casdorph- hit in the head by horse
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis
Rutledge: Sherry (friend) covid complications
Salley: Heather Waldon (John’s niece) tumor on spine
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) doing well
Schubert: Gerda, Afib and cardioversion
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Bill Walker- (Sonya’s dad) home but weak from procedure
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Nancy- lymphoma, prayers for remission, treatments and follow Dr’s prescription for living
her life
Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues. Some improvement
Tom & Dee-(brother) COPD, maybe hospice, prayers far family

Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Russian invasion ends and not resort to nuclear weapons. Nations to stand up for
freedom.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm.
Activities for week of April 3rd
Sunday: 10 am Worship
9 am Sunday School in fellowship hall
Communion
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Cubs
Tuesday: 3 pm Something More
6 pm Quilters
Sunday: April 10th
9 am Sunday School in fellowship hall
10 am Worship
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Session
Prayer Time following service

April Birthdays
Margaret Lambert - 4
James Fleming- 11
Sherry Parker - 18
Tricia Schubert - 23
Al Mauser - 24
Alex Forté - 26
Richard Tate - 29
April Anniversaries
Dave and Lori Stetson - 1
Ron and Margaret Morris - 8
Russell & Scarlett Stevens- 8
Fred and Sandy Scheurer - 22
John and Sonya Smith - 30

