Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2022 (178 Years)

Week of January 9th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you
Prelude

“Das alte Jahr vergangen ist”

J.S. Bach

(The Old Year Now Hath Passed Away)

Welcome and Announcements
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Something More will resume Tuesday, January 11th at 3 pm.
 Sunday School started today at 9 am
 For other announcements, be sure to read the emailed version of the weekly bulletin.
*Call to Invocation (unison)
O God, You who gave us birth and who walks with us through all our years, we come to You
today to worship and praise You. Help us this day to have ears to hear the message of your
faithfulness and to celebrate the ways in which You help us to cope with the challenges we face
in every year. Surround this congregation today, tomorrow, and all year long, with Your
presence, Your love, Your grace. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen
*Hymn of Praise

“All Beautiful the March of Days”

PCUSA Hymnal

*Prayer of Confession:
Ever-Surprising God, a new year is upon us – but will we fall prey to our old ways?
Remembering hurts we resist letting go of; prejudices that weigh us and others down; memories
of slights we cling to in hopes of getting our pound of flesh in return? We confess such sin in our
lives. We confess such sin that binds our community to either repeating the follies of days gone
by, or attempting to relive what is no longer.
(pause for silent prayer)
Forgive us, O God, as we start this new year. Grace us with eyes and minds open to Your ways,
even when they would not have been our choices. Bring to us such light as may illuminate Your
way ahead – and such Spirit as may give us power to proceed upon it. We ask this in the name
of Jesus the Christ. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
*Gloria

“Glory to the Father”

Bill Rutledge

Proclaiming the Word of God
Introduction to Scripture
Scripture
Worship Song

Deuteronomy 5: 28-33
“How Great Are You, Lord”

Lynn DeShazo

Sermon

If Only They Had Such a Mind

Portions adapted from “Draw Near” by K. Edward Skidmore @ Sermon Central.Com

Did you get everything you wanted for Christmas?
Have you ever wondered what God may want for Christmas?
With all of us humans down here swapping presents back and forth, what gift might we give God?
What can we give to the person who literally has everything? Having created our entire world,
God owns every physical thing in it; even that which makes up our physical bodies, that which
came from the dirt in the ground – God’s dirt. (Psalm 24:1, Psalm 50:7-23).
Which reminds me of a story…
God was once approached by a scientist who said, “Listen God, we’ve decided we don’t
need you anymore. These days we can clone animals, transplant organs, grow test tube
babies and do all sorts of things that used to be considered miraculous.”

“That is true,” God replied, “I have given you great abilities and you have done much that
is miraculous. But are you sure you don’t need me anymore? How about we put your
theory to the test with a competition to see who can make a human being, the old
fashioned way.”
“Fine.” says the scientist as he bends down to scoop up a handful of dirt.
“Whoa!” says God. “Not so fast. Get your own dirt.”
Let’s get back on track. So while God owns and has the right to possess every physical thing,
there is actually only one thing that God doesn’t possess, which in fact God refuses to possess,
which is us; our minds, our spirits.
Having made humanity in His own image and having given us the right to rule the earth, God has
always refused to own us, to enslave us. But, being made in His image, made to be like Him, the
one thing God wants most ….is a loving family relationship with us. The one thing that the devil
could steal from God, which he accomplished in the Garden of Eden, was our ability to have that
uncompromised relationship with God. God refuses to enslave us, but Satan had no qualms
against enslaving us under sin and the fear of death (Galatians 4:4-7, Hebrews 2:14-15).
Ever since the days of Adam, God has been working both to free us and to restore our
relationship to Him. Are you surprised? Have you ever deeply considered why God wants such a
relationship with you and not just any relationship, but a family relationship!
Are you surprised God loves you so much that – as we learned last week – He was even willing to
give His own life in exchange for yours, just for a chance to reestablish that family relationship
with you?
Reading through the Bible, you cannot escape this continuous declaration of God’s love and His
desire to restore your lost relationship with Him. Remember, For God so loved the world that He
gave us His one and only Son. ? I shared another verse like this with you last week. Think of
Paul’s comments in his letter to the Galatians in the context of God’s wanting to restore that
family relationship with you.

God sent his Son… born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the
law, so that we might receive adoption as [His] children Galatians 4:4-5

Because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir,
through God. Galatians 4:6-7

4But

when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the
law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
“Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through
God.
So many people misunderstand, misconstrue the stories of the Old Testament as presenting a
hateful, rule bound, vengeful God, who tries to bind humans under rules and regulations. They
claim that God only grew a heart in the New Testament; that Jesus as the manifestation of a
loving God is completely different from the mean Old Testament God…all of which is completely
untrue.
Everywhere in the stories of the Old Testament you will find evidence of God’s love and His desire
to restore that broken family relationship with us. It was the God of the Old Testament who from
the foundations of our world set in place the plan that could one day restore His broken family.
From that very first law given to our parents in the Garden of Eden, warned that they would die
from the eating the forbidden fruit, still they ate; and while they did not physically die, they did
die spiritually … they were spiritually now separated – by their disobedience – from their
relationship with God.
But with their separation came an immediate response, that very first promise, that one day the
seed of the woman would crush the head of the serpent, thus undoing Satan’s theft and restoring
their broken relationship with God.
You know the rest of the stories from there, God chose Abram through whom He could create a
nation through which the promised seed could come – to bless all people.
God then liberated that enslaved nation of Israel, bringing them to His Promised Land where they
could serve as priests to the world and through whom the promised seed would come. Sadly
however their history has been mostly of disobedience and disregard for the God who established
them as a nation.
Which brings us to today’s text. In Deuteronomy chapter 5, after 40 years of wilderness
wandering brought about by their initial refusal to enter, God through Moses, has brought the
people of Israel back to the border of the Promised Land. Moses now once again rehearses with
them the history of their travels from Mount Sinai where they first received the Law. This is
where we pick up Moses’ conversation with the people reminding them of God’s desire to have a
special relationship with them.

If only they had such a mind as this, to fear me and to keep all my commandments
always, so that it might go well with them and with their children forever!
Deuteronomy 5:28-29

Moses told the people… the Lord said to me: ‘I have heard the words of this people, which they

have spoken to you; they are right in all that they have spoken. If only they had such a mind
as this, to fear me and to keep all my commandments always, so that it might go well
with them and with their children forever! Deuteronomy 5:28-29
The Hebrew word, here translated as “fear” does not mean “to be afraid of,” but rather to love,
respect, be in awe of. God was saying to his friend Moses, that He greatly desired the
people of Israel to follow His commandments not for His sake, but for their sake so
that they and their children might long prosper in the Promised land. God wanted the
best of all possible lives for the nation of Israel, but you know the rest of the story, how God’s
love was not returned back to Him.
We know enough about God’s nature to believe that He LOVES us. We know that He is willing to
SAVE us. But to think that He really ENJOYS the idea of being close to us … to think that God
actually TREASURES time spent with us … now that is something hard for me to understand.
Today let’s consider some familiar scenes from the Old Testament in a new way; looking for
evidence of God seeking that special relationship with us.
First, let’s examine the scene at the burning bush where God initiates a relationship with
Moses.
In the beginning of Exodus we find Moses minding his own business, tending sheep on the back
side of the desert, when suddenly God catches his attention with a bush that won’t stop burning.
Moses could have ignored this strange sight, but instead, he drew near. And when he did, God
spoke to him --- audibly --- from the bush.
This is where God tells Moses to go back to Egypt and rescue the Israelite slaves. But have you
ever noticed the REASON God wanted to liberate these people? God tells Moses, “I will be with

you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought
the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” (Exodus 3:12)

“This mountain” was Mount Horeb, the Mountain of God, also known as Mount Sinai. God wanted
to bring His People to His Mountain for one purpose … so they could draw close to Him in
worship. Which takes us to the next familiar scene of Moses before Pharaoh where God issues
an Invitation.
Most of us are familiar with the scene of Moses standing before Pharaoh demanding: Let my
people go! But listen to what Moses said to Pharaoh “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, “Let

my people go, so that they may celebrate a festival to me in the wilderness.’”

(Exodus 5:1)

I must admit, I usually skipped past this verse thinking it was merely a ruse on Moses’ or God’s
part – to make Pharaoh think that his slaves might eventually return to Egypt – because I knew
that God intended to get His People resettled in the Promised Land. But now I see that the FIRST
thing God wanted was a worship celebration. Do you see how significant that is? God wanted to

“party” with His people! It’s as if He sent the Israelites a special Invitation to a celebration given
in His honor.
Having gotten them out of Egypt and to His mountain, now listen to the loving way God opens His
heart to show how much He values His invited guests.

I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. if you … keep my covenant,
you shall be my treasured possession Exodus 19:3-6
[God told Moses], " Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: You

have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and
brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you
shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is
mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation." Exodus 19:3-6
Do you see how God revealed His heart to His people? He called them His treasured
possession. He honored them by calling them a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. He
showed how much He cared for them by saying, I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought

you to myself.

Getting these beloved guests to His celebration was important to God. Think of all the trouble He
went to in order to clear the way for His People to attend: He sent Moses and Aaron to tell
Pharaoh “Let my people go.” He sent 10 plagues to convince Pharaoh to just say “yes!” He parted
the Red Sea, led the way with a pillar of fire and cloud. He fed them manna every morning and
made sure their clothes wouldn’t wear out.
He did all this in order to get them back to Mount Sinai … the same place where He originally
spoke to Moses from a Burning Bush. Exactly 3 months after they left Egypt, the Israelites set up
camp at the foot of the mountain.
Of course we know of Mt. Sinai as the place where God gave the TEN COMMANDMENTS to His
People. But let’s look at some less-familiar details about the events at Mount Sinai, where God
honors the peoples’ response to His invitation.
Picture this: the invited guests have finally assembled at the foot of the Mountain of God. They
have spent 3 days preparing for this event. They are wearing freshly cleaned clothes. They have
all been through special cleansing ceremonies. They are finally ready to meet the ONE who
invited them to His party. They are ready to meet the ONE who expressed His love for them and
who rescued them with power and miracles.
Then God Himself came and spoke to them. Here is the description of this scene in Exodus 19:

Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God. They took their stand at the foot
of the mountain. Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke, because the Lord had
descended upon it in fire; the smoke went up like the smoke of a kiln, while the whole
mountain shook violently. As the blast of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses would
speak and God would answer him in thunder. Exodus 19:17-19
This entire group of people … probably about 2 million of them … actually HEARD the voice of
God. Do you know what God said to them? He was giving them the 10 Commandments.
Most of us know that the 10 commandments were chiseled on stone tablets that God gave to

Moses on top of the mountain. (Actually God gave him two sets of tablets --- since Moses threw
down and shattered the first in anger because of the Israelites’ sin). What we may not realize is
that before the 10 Commandments were ever written in stone, God Himself RECITED
them out loud to all the people! (Ex. 20:1-17). God did not want them to have any doubt about
where those commandments came from. He wanted them to know His heart and His nature
FIRST HAND. God wanted to connect with His people in a direct and personal way.
God wants --- in fact, He passionately wants --- to connect with us in a very real and personal
way. God initiates the relationship. He issues the invitation. But then God will wait for
our response to Him. What happened next shows us that God will not force us into a personal
relationship with Him.
Moses and God had planned a worship experience unlike any ever planned before. In a very literal
way, God showed up at church and preached the sermon Himself. But listen to how the Children
of Israel responded when God spoke to them:

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and
the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to
Moses, ‘You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.’
Exodus 20:18-19

These people actually HEARD the very voice of God. But such a close connection with God was
NOT what they wanted. The same guests God had invited to His party basically said, “God scares
us, we will just stay over hear while you and God have your conversation way over there…” What
a bitter disappointment that must have been to the God who wanted to draw near to His people.
This was a heart-breaker to both God and Moses. But look at the gracious way God responded.
Moses told the people, The LORD heard you when you spoke to me and the LORD said to me, "I

have heard what this people said to you. Everything they said was good .

But, the next thing God said shows his deep disappointment. You can almost hear God sighing as
He says: If only they had such a mind as this, to fear me and to keep all my commandments

always, so that it might go well with them and with their children for ever!

Deuteronomy 5:28-29

These people had a certain kind of fear of God, but it was not the right kind. They were terrified
of God. They wanted to avoid Him. This showed that they still did not understand the nature of
God. What a sad and anti-climactic event we see here. The Worship Service that might have been
greater than anything ever experienced before ended --- not with a bang --- but with a whimper
… God said, “Moses, send them back to their tents. The party is over.”
But the story doesn’t end there. Look at the difference between the response of the people and
the response of Moses. The people drew back from God. But Moses drew near. God said to
Moses: "Go, tell them to return to their tents. But you stay here with me… Deuteronomy 5: 30-31. And
that’s exactly what Moses did. While the people went to their tents, Moses stayed up on the
mountain enjoying direct communication with His God.
But if the people had stayed there with God, how different might have been their relationship with
Him? Moses stayed and look at the relationship that grew between him and God: The LORD

would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend.

Exodus 33:11

God spoke with Moses as a man speaks with his friend; that is what God really wants for all of us.
God wants an actual FRIENDSHIP with you and with me. That is the true nature of our God.
Anyone who takes the trouble to learn God’s true nature will find out that God wants to have a
close, personal, family relationship with His People. He is a God who wants to carry us on Eagles’
wings. He is a God who values all of us as His treasured possessions.
•

Just like with Moses at the Burning Bush, God has instigated a connection with you … will
you come closer to Him or will you walk away?

•

Just like with the Children of Israel, God has invited us to join Him in a wonderful Worship
Celebration … will you accept His invitation or will you stay away?



And just like with the Children of Israel, God won’t force Himself on anyone. He will honor
your response.

If you draw near to God, He will draw near to you. James 4:8
This new year, I offer to you the most important resolution you could ever make. As James the
brother of Jesus said, if you draw near to God, He will draw near to you. That’s the only thing God
really wants from you.
That’s the only thing you can really give Him.

If only you would have such a mind as this.
Let’s pray.

Response to the Word of God
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Ordination of Deacons and Elders
Invitation to Communion
Hymn of Preparation

Communion

“Come to the Table”

Martin J. Nystrom

“Thee We Adore”
“Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring”

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn

“If You Will Trust on God to Guide You”

Hymn 429

The Sending Forth
Benediction
As you go on into this new year, may the Lord Jesus Christ go with you. May he be near you to
defend you; may he go before you to guide you; behind you to encourage you; beside you to
befriend you; above you to watch over you; and within you to give you peace. In the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, God forevermore. Amen.
Postlude

“In Thee is Gladness’”

Michael Burkhardt

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and
in loving memory of my late husband, Audie Lambert,
by Margaret Lambert.

Encountering God through His Creation
This past Sunday, a number of people spoke to me about the class I will be teaching on
“Encountering God through His Creation.” The class will begin meeting this coming Sunday,
January 9th at 9:00 am in the fellowship hall. I’ve tried to get in touch with everyone who spoke to
me about the class, but just in case I have not contacted you, please know that you and, indeed,
all who are interested are welcome. See you Sunday as we begin this fascinating study on how
God has chosen to reveal Himself through His creation in the pages of the Bible and down
through the centuries of Christian history. Philip

Joys – January 9th
Joy- Sonya’s dad had good results from cardiologist
Joy- Becky Noell joy of congregation’s generous nature for CarePortal and the Afghan refugees
Joy- John B. coincidence of parking beside elevator truck and them coming to fix the elevator
Concerns- January 9th
Avery: Tinkie, hospice care, Frank had medical procedure done
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Joey Hedrick- (Kim’s husband) cancer
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) not doing well, chemo
Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer
Carolyn- (friend) diagnosed with bone cancer
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Troops deployed to South Africa
Steve Arrington- (friend) pneumonia, possibly covid
Marshall Dunlap- (friend) cancer
Boone: prayers for family of cousin that passed away
Don Bartz- (brother-in-law) waiting on PET scan results
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Steve & Mary- (friends) Steve disabilities
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery
Gayle Mauser- health issues, still struggling
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Christopher- grandson- cancer
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) doing better
Howard- (Tom’s brother) problem with legs
Phyllis Smith- daughter has covid
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Mike Virts- (nephew) may have liver transplant
Graboyes: Leslie’s dad- fell broke hip, recovering from surgery
Grigg: Danny Miller (co-worker) cancer relapse
Harris: Judy- having difficulty swallowing, eating
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Hopkins: Mark- colon cancer, chemo
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy & Jeff Milton (friend) both in memory care
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Dick- macular degeneration, taking shots
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches
McManis: those suffering from starvation in foreign countries
Areas hit by tornados especially hospitals

Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Kyle Coble- (cousin) lymphoma
Nichols: JC (nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease
Poindexter: Heather- rheumatoid arthritis, looking for rheumatologist
Brett- friends 4yr old, brain infection, recovering from surgery
Rutledge: Sherry (friend) covid complications
Salley: John’s father fell, broke collar bone and sternum
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) terminal brain cancer
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) colon cancer, recovering from surgery
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Bill Walker- (Sonya’s dad)good results from tests
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression
Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Daughter’s mother-in-law passed away, prayers for family
Toney: Wesley-(grandson) Crohn’s disease
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) stable, nursing home, pray for Salvation
Winberry: Chris- severe heart issues

Prayers for Afghanistan citizens
Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different
Prayers on ways to help Massanetta, who are hosting 50+ Afghan immigrants
Prayers for those that were affected by the tornados

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4 pm.
Activities for week of January 9th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
9 am Sunday School in fellowship hall
Communion
Ordination of Deacons and Elders
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Cubs
Tuesday: 3 pm Something More
6 pm Quilters
Sunday: January 16th
9 am Sunday School in fellowship hall
10 am Worship
Session
Prayer Time following service

January Anniversaries
Bill and Janet Yodis – 24

Biblical Book Notes
We are coming to the day when we celebrate the birth of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. On this topic and so many others, the church library
has good reads to offer! The following books will be available at the back of
the Sanctuary for checkout, or browse the library collection anytime. If you
cannot make it in person, contact Lynne Palmer, your church librarian, who
can arrange for home delivery.





Rick Warren, The Purpose of Christmas. In this brief and
readable gem, Warren reminds us that this is a time for celebration, salvation and
reconciliation.
Fulton Oursler, The Greatest Story Ever Told. Oursler invents a fictionalized narrative
to flesh out New Testament events with imaginative dialogues. In this book Jesus emerges
as “the compassionate, forceful Son of God, sent into the world to bring new life and
hope…”
J. Vernon McGee, Ruth and Esther, Women of Faith. This book highlights the
relationship of the Book of Ruth to redemption.

