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        Week of August 22nd                        

We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you  
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are 

uncomfortable to attend service yet. 
 

Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon. 

We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services, 

meetings, activities and watching the online sermon. 

 

         A Biblically Guided Christian Community, 

Loving God, Loving Others, 

Serving the World & Growing Disciples 

 



     The Approach to God  
 

         

        One: The peace of Christ be with you 

        All:   And Also with you                

 

        Prelude                                           “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”                              Hal H. Hopson   
 

Welcome and Announcements  

 Offering Plates currently are not being passed. They are located at the front and rear of the 
sanctuary along with 5 ¢ a meal offering baskets. You can place your offering in as you 
enter or leave the church.  

 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.  

 Sign-up sheets for those that would like to help welcome visitors at Centerfest, are on the 

tables at the front and rear of the sanctuary. 

 The Churchmen Concert is Saturday, September 4th. Please invite your friends and family 

to come and enjoy Bluegrass Gospel.  

 For other announcements, be sure to read this version of the weekly bulletin.  
 

 

Call to Worship  

One: We come together to live in and to live out God’s light 
All: To live truth in the presence of lies, 
One: To live compassion in the presence of violence, 
All: To live love in the presence of prejudice. 
One: and then we disperse   
All: So that we may share the light of grace with others 
One: so that peace might spread out from us 
All:  so that, as we pray, this realm can become God’s realm. 
All: Come Lord Jesus, help us shine, right here, right now. 
 

 

 

Hymn of Praise                          “O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright”                                Hymn 144 
 

Prayer of Confession:   

God, the courage of the early disciples challenges us. They spoke prophetically and acted 

compassionately at great personal risk. The gospel was proclaimed, hurting people were helped 

and the Christian community was strengthened. Yet our loyalties these days are at best timid. 

We hide our light and muffle our message out of fear of offending. Lord forgive us for our refusal 

to publicly own our faith.                           (offer silent prayers) 

God, grant us clarity about to whom our ultimate loyalty belongs; generosity in our sharing; 

fidelity in living out our identity as Your children; integrity in speech and action. May our worship 

and service shine a light on the power of the risen Christ to bring new life to individuals and to 

communities. Amen. 
 
 

*Assurance of Pardon  
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
All:   In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ 
         we have been born again to new life.  

 *Gloria                                                     “Glory to the Father”                                    Bill Rutledge  
 



                                                          Proclaiming the Word of God  

 Time for all God’s Children                     

Scripture                                                     Matthew 5: 14-16 
 
 

Women’s Quartet                                 “Let Your Light Shine”                                 Mary McDonald  
 

Sermon                                               The Light of the World 

  On the day that England went to war in 1914, the Foreign Secretary for the British 
government, Sir Edward Gray, said as he looked out upon the growing twilight over the city of London, 
“The lamps are going out all over Europe; we shall not see them lit again in our time.”  Two world wars 
and a great depression in between proved his words to have been prophetic.  In light of the events 
that have transpired this past week in Afghanistan and to be perfectly honest the things that have 
been happening all over our country recently, as well as around the world, what Edward Gray said 
over a century ago, might very well apply to our own day and time.  Whether it’s the rise of foreign 
totalitarian regimes, or the fact that it’s not even safe to walk the streets of many our own cities, the 
darkness is growing.  Taking stock of what is happening abroad and here at home, it appears that the 
lights of liberty, freedom and even goodness are being gradually extinguished. 
 

For that reason, I would like to speak to you today about what Jesus said when He told His 
followers, “You are the light of the world.”  He spoke these words during His “Sermon on the Mount.”  
It can be found in the Gospel of Matthew, chapters 5 through 7, and taken together, is a 
comprehensive description of the Christian way of life.  If you want to know how we are supposed to 
live with one another, look no further.  It’s all there in simple, straight forward language that anyone 
can understand.  And almost at the beginning of this sermon, chapter 5, verses 14-16, Jesus has 
identified us, God’s people, as light bearers to the rest of humanity.  Let’s take a careful look at what 
He had to say. 

 

He begins by stating who we are.  We are the light of the world.  We are the ones who have 
been called to become a beacon of light in the midst of darkness.  But make no mistake, it’s not 
because we possess the light in and of ourselves.  A flashlight is nothing more than a piece of plastic or 
metal, until the batteries are installed.  Then and only then, does the flashlight actually work, 
producing light.  The same is true for you and me.  There is no light, no evidence of God’s radiance, 
until He enters our lives and fills us with His Spirit.  It’s what took place on the Day of Pentecost, the 
birthday of the church.  Seven days after Jesus’ ascension into heaven, what He had promised His 
disciples came to pass.  He said they would be filled with the Holy Spirit and they were, tongues of fire 
alighting upon each of them as a mighty wind coursed through the dwelling where they had been 
praying.  Then and only then were they filled with the light of God, a light that radiated forth in 
everything that they said and did.  As Paul said in his second letter to the Corinthians, “God, who said, 
‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made His light shine in our hearts” (2 Corinthians 4:6). 

 

We light up when the flame of God’s presence touches our lives.  It takes place at the moment 
of our conversion when we accept Jesus Christ as our Savior.  It may occur at a later time, when, for 
example, we surrender to the lordship of Christ in our lives.  It may be a gentle glow that radiates from 
within us, or a burning brilliance that compels us to share the love of God with others.  But no matter 
when or how it bursts forth from our lives, we cannot be the light of the world until we are lit by God’s 
light.  I shall never forget the radiant face of the young woman who came knocking on the door to my 
office at church.  My friend, Bill Steelman, and I had witnessed to her the night before.  She was 



interested, but not yet ready to make a personal commitment to become a Christian.  That morning 
she had been listening to a pastor on the radio who said the same things we had spoken of the 
previous evening.  Right there, with her hands in the dishwater washing the breakfast dishes, she gave 
her heart to Christ.  Her face aglow, she said, “I’m so happy.  I just had to come and tell somebody 
about what happened.”  It may not be as dramatic as her salvation experience, but I hope that at 
some point in your life you have come to the realization that you have been lit by the light of God, and 
that now you have a new purpose.  You are God’s light to all of the world around you. 

 

Because you are God’s light, Jesus then declares, “You are like a city on a hilltop.  You cannot be 
hidden.”  My father’s family lived in Hampton Roads, in the city of Portsmouth, during the Second 
World War.  Early on, Nazi submarines were sinking scores of ships along the coast of Virginia because 
they were being silhouetted by the lights of the cities on the shoreline.  An order went out that every 
home had to either turn off their lights at dusk or put blackout curtains across their windows.  My 
grandmother thought that was foolishness and refused to comply.  The local air raid warden stopped 
by and told grandmother to turn off her lights or cover the windows.  A little while later he returned 
and seeing the lights still on warned her again.  When he returned the third time and the lights were 
still on, he said, “Mrs. Parker, you have a choice.  Turn off the lights or go to jail.”  She turned off the 
lights. 

 

It’s hard to hide the lights of a city and likewise it’s just about impossible to hide the light that 
radiates from the life of a Christian.  Remember the Old Testament story about Moses when he came 
down from the mountain having met with God.  It’s found in Exodus 34:29-35.  His countenance was 
aglow with the glory of the Lord, so much so that he would cover his face with a veil, because the 
people were frightened by his radiant countenance.  Now I don’t know about you, but I have met 
people who possessed that kind of radiance and it was impossible to hide.  Fortunately, it wasn’t 
scary.  In fact, it was just the opposite.  It was winsome.  People were drawn to it.  One of those people 
was a man named “Red.”  As a younger man he had bright red hair.  He was now getting along in years 
and had recently been diagnosed with a cancerous blood disorder which required occasional 
hospitalizations.  He was a radiant Christian in a gentle, loving, kind-hearted way.  So much so that the 
hospital staff, nurses and doctors alike, almost looked forward to seeing him when he returned for 
treatment.  In spite of his illness, he reached out with a life filled joyfulness that in no way resembled 
the fact that he knew the cancer would eventually take his life.  He was like a city on a hilltop whose 
light cannot be hidden.  How about you?  Does your life possess a glow that is simply irrepressible?  

 

Jesus also had something else to say about the light which resides within His people.  It is 
absolutely useless unless it is visible.  When my son, Tim, was a little boy, we bought a lamp for his 
room with a beautiful lamp shade.  The lampshade possessed a marvelous design, as best as I can 
remember, a number of lighthouses inscribed upon it.  There was only one problem.  The lampshade 
was so thick, that it concealed all the light.  You couldn’t see a thing.  Jesus was confirming that 
observation when He said,  “You don’t light a lamp and hide it under a bowl.”  I can almost hear Him 
saying, “That doesn’t make any sense at all.”  Rather, as indeed He did say, “You put it on a lamp stand 
where it can provide light for everyone in the house.” 

 

Nevertheless, that’s what I’m afraid we do all too often as Christians.  We hide the light of 
God’s presence in our lives for fear that someone will see it and ridicule or make fun of us.  We don’t 
really want to stand out in such a way that others will clearly recognize our distinctive difference.  For 
example, we say to ourselves, “Well, it’s none of our business,” when we could throw a little light 
upon a situation where someone is being taken advantage of.  Or we refuse to speak up when issues 



arise that need to be addressed from a Christian point of view.  Or we’re afraid to share our faith with 
someone who desperately needs to experience the saving grace of God.  Years ago I came across a 
brochure called, “Survival Kit for New Christians.”  It was based upon the idea that becoming a 
Christian is like going on a back packing trip.  Several stages or plateaus along this journey were 
described.  One of those was the, “Silent Christian Stage.”  Beside the wording for this stage, there was 
a cartoon like picture of a group of people with great big band aids covering their mouths.   I thought 
to myself, “That pretty well sums up where a lot of Christians reside.  They are either unwilling or 
unable to share their faith.”  For that reason we need to be reminded of what Paul had to say.  
Speaking to the Christians in the city of Philippi, he said that they should, “shine like the stars in the 
universe as we hold out the word of life” (Philippians 2:15-16).  In other words, we have a 
responsibility to let God’s light shine through our lives as we tell others about Him.  How about you 
and me?  Are we like shining stars or do we more nearly resemble those black holes in the universe 
which swallow up everything, even light itself? 

 

Finally, Jesus has one more thing to say to us this morning.  He declares, “Let your light so shine 
before men that they will see your good deeds and praise your Father who is in heaven.”  If you have 
ever been to a play or drama, perhaps even one right here at church, you probably noticed that there 
was a spotlight.  So let me ask you this question.  Did it shine on itself or on the actors who were on 
the stage?  You, of course, know the answer.  It shined on the actors.  That’s what it’s supposed to do, 
illuminating the scene that the audience is viewing.  The same is true for you and me.  Living the 
Christian way of life, being God’s light in this world, is not about receiving praise and honor for 
ourselves, in fact, not even recognition.  It’s about bringing glory to God through what we do and say 
and how we live.  It’s about shining a spotlight on the goodness and redeeming love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ through our actions and our attitudes. 

 

Perhaps this story will illustrate what I’m trying to say.  In a distant community there was an 
individual who ran a notorious bar.  Besides alcohol there were a lot of other things that transpired 
within the walls of that building, most of them of a very unsavory nature.  Everyone sort of knew what 
went on, but were powerless to do anything about it.  The owner had an exceedingly bad reputation 
and even though he had been invited on numerous occasions, he never darkened the door of the 
neighborhood church.  In fact, he had been known to say, “I’m never going to associate with those 
Bible thumping hypocrites.”  Afflicted by a severe heart attack, he was sent home from the hospital 
with strict orders to stay inside and not be involved in any strenuous activity.  That, of course, included 
cutting the grass in the  front lawn of his luxurious home.  It had grown tall during his time in the 
hospital.  Recognizing this situation and desiring to reach out to this rather undesirable individual, the 
pastor of that local church came up with an idea.  He and his son drove to the bar owner’s home, 
unloaded their lawn mowers and proceeded to cut the man’s grass.  They saw him looking out from 
his upstairs balcony, but didn’t say anything, didn’t even introduce themselves, just went about their 
work and departed.  Several weeks later an astonishing thing took place.  The man who owned the bar 
came to church and he kept on coming.  He eventually closed the bar and gave his life to the Lord.  A 
good deed, done without a desire for recognition, brought honor and glory to God, a lost sinner who 
was redeemed by the Lord.  As Peter declared in his first letter, “Live such good lives among the 
pagans that, though they accuse you doing wrong, they may see your good deeds, and glorify God on 
the day He visits us” (1 Peter 2:12).  

 

Robert Louis Stevenson, the well-known author of many famous books like Treasure Island and 
Kidnapped, was a rather sickly little boy growing up in Edenborough, Scotland.  One night he was 



sitting on a window sill at his home, when he saw something that captured his attention.  A 
lamplighter was lighting each of the lamps along the street where he lived.  At each street lamp the 
lamplighter would climb a short ladder, open the lens of the light fixture, and then touch the wick with 
the flame he carried.  Seeing their son so completely enthralled, his parents asked, “Robert, what are 
you looking at?”  Young Robert replied, “Mom, Dad, there’s a man coming down the street punching 
holes in the darkness.”   

 

Yes, my friends,  nighttime is coming.  The shadows are lengthening and the daylight is waning.  
Nevertheless, we have work to do.   We, who call ourselves Christians, must be the lamplighters of 
God’s glory, punching holes in the darkness.                             
                      

                                                          Response to the Word of God       

 Worship Song                                         “Shine Your Light”                                             Dan Adler  
 

 Affirmation of Faith                                 Matthew 5: 13-16 

You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is 

no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the 

world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel 

basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 

heaven.  
 

Doxology                                    “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”                   Hymn 44 
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Light of the world, You have created us to reflect Your light so that others may be able to see in 

the darkness. Thank You for the ways Your light shines in us and for the time we have been given 

to share Your light. Help us to realize how much the light grows when we share it and give us the 

courage to share the light of our time, talent, and treasures to whomever You place in our path. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   
      

Closing Hymn                                      “Song for the Nations”                                          Hymn 563 
 

                                                                 The Sending Forth 

Benediction (2 Corinthians 13:14)  

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 

be with you all.  In the name of the Father, the Son and of the Holy Spirit, we pray. Amen. 

 

Postlude                                                        “FanFare”                                             Mark Otterstad  

 



                                                         Concerns- August 22nd                                                                           

Avery: Tinkie, in special care at Elks Home  
Barnes:  Kim Hedrick- (friend) colon cancer 
     Joey Hedrick- (Kin’s husband) cancer  
     Timothy Looney- (nephew) infection in spine 
     Judy- (Eunice’s sister) broken shoulder  
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) brain cancer, chemo 
     Roger- (friend) in rehab 
     Roger Harris- (friend) recovering  
     Kim- sister’s neighbor- thyroid cancer 
Blair: Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer 
     John- 2 discs in back are out of alignment, taking PT  
Boone: Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer 
     Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer   
     Dennis Sulka- terminal pancreatic cancer     
     Roy Graber- (Sammy’s cousin) intestinal surgery 
     Garland Craun-  non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma  
     Linda Bartz- (sister) leg issues  
     Tammie Welge- (friend) pacemaker and fibrillator put in  
Casdorph: (friend) Franklin, wife Linda, cancer  
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers 
     Prayers for friends to come to the Lord 
     Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s 
     Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure    
     Steve & Mary- (friends) Mary caring for sister, Steve disabilities 
     Mary Deckard- (friend) her sister, Janice, passed away  
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems 
     Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care 
     Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith 
     Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery 
     Gail Mauser- health issues    
DeHart: Dick Hatch- fell and broke hip 
     Tom Gilliam- recovering from surgery, doing well 
Eagler: Janet, in Bedford Nursing Home   
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem  
     Their children- having difficulties 
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer, not doing well  
     Tom- suffering from sinus infection  

 Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis    
      Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer 
      Mike Virts- (nephew) cancer 
Harris: Judy- not doing well, doing PT  
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder 
     Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems 
Hopkins: Mark- colon cancer, chemo  
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s  
     Jeff Milton- back surgery, aneurysm   
     Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration  
     Grandson- alcoholism  
     Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer 



Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems             
     Steven-(son’s boss) going blind  
     Barbara-(Al’s sister-in-law) intense headaches  
     Ernie Davison- (friend) prostate cancer  
McGuire: Katherine- struggling from knee surgery  
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders 
     Forensic scientists who deal with crime      
     Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home  
Nichols: JC (Nephew’s son) mitochondrial disease 
Noell: Wright family- preparing house to care for grandchildren  
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson) 
     Scott- (son-in-law) doing well 

 Scheurer:  Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer  
      Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer  
      Sonny (son) colon cancer, taking radiation and chemo  

 Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) prays she comes to the Lord 
 Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer 
      Katy Dubinski-(daughter) friend Michelle, depression  
      Kaleb- (grandson) pneumonia, possible feeding tube  

 Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems 
      Duncan Elliston- (fireman) 
      Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer 
      Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery 

 Toney: Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer  
      Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment 
      Mike Stafford- (neighbor) stroke  
      Jim McSlarrow- recovering from gastric surgery, doing well   

 Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS 
      Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) stable, in nursing home, pray for salvation 
      Thomas Blythe- (friend) in ICU taking treatments  
      Marilyn Bressett- (friend) son-in-law, Brett, passed away, prayers for wife and son   
        
  

 Prayers for our nation and our President 
 Prayers for those dealing with loneliness       
 Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation 
 Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected  
 Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different 
 Prayer for Afghanistan and Haiti 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                               



                                           MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

  Here are some of the upcoming activities planned for BPC; 

September 4th- Churchmen concert, 7:30 pm  

September 5th- Aloha Sunday/ Potluck & Ice Cream Social  

                                      September 18th- Centerfest  

                                        December 12th – Abendmusik 

 

                                                             ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.  

You can mail your pledge or contribution, or you can drop by the office, 

 Mon-Thurs between 8 am -4 pm. 

       

Activities for week of August 22nd                               

 Sunday: 10 am Worship with Rev. Philip Parker           

               Prayer Time following service             

 Monday: Quilters, 6 pm 

 Sunday: August 29th                                    

               10 am Worship with Rev. Philip Parker  

               Prayer Time following service 
 

August Birthdays 

Ann Fowler -27 

William Hopkins -29 

 

 CARE TO SHARE A PRAYER with a neighbor?  

On various Fridays and Saturdays this summer, from 8 am until noon, and 

Saturdays from 9am until 1pm.  Bedford Presbyterian will have a “Prayer Table” 

set up at the Farmer’s Market offering conversation and prayers to all who walk 

up.   We also need two others to join her each week just to share 

conversation and pray with anyone who stops by our table.   

Contact Barbara Nichols for more information: 714-822-0216. 

Friday: August 27 

September 4th - 7pm at the Churchmen concert 

September 18th- during Centerfest  

 

 

  Roanoke Holiday Pops Is Back!!!!! 
We have been able to reserve three tables for the Roanoke Holiday Pops 

Concert that will be on Friday, December 3rd, 7:30 at the Salem Civic Center. 
The tickets are $49.00 each. For those who have never attended it is a great way 
to kick off the Christmas season. With tables that are on the Civic Centers main 
floor we are able to bring appetizers to share and that is a big part of the fun and 
fellowship. Please call Judy Blair to reserve a seat or if you have any questions. 

 540-587-9416 



August Clerk’s Corner 
 

 Session would like to thank those who are serving on the Way 
Forward committee, which is assembling the vision for Bedford 
Presbyterian’s future.  They are Ann Marie Fleming, Becky 
Noell, Philip Parker, Bill Rutledge, and Paul Van Dyke. 

 Where are we headed?  The committee offered this vision for 
the Session to consider and vote upon at their next meeting:   God’s vision for 
Bedford Presbyterian Church is to become a congregation that, while focused on 
middle aged and senior adults, welcomes everyone who wants to be a part of a 
vibrant spiritually minded, Biblically guided Christian community.  

 Do-re-mi YEA!! ....  choir rehearsal resumes August 29. 
 Class find your seats.... the new adult Sunday School class begins on September 12 in 

the Fellowship Hall, featuring Anne Graham Lotz teaching on “Jesus in Me, 
Experiencing the Holy Spirit as a Constant Companion.” 

 And coming down the road ....Session approved a bereavement class led by Sherry 
Parker.   

 Then further down the road ... Session also approved a class led by Philip Parker 
which explores how God makes Himself known through His creation.  Some classes 
will meet outdoors.  

 The outside painting is done and paid for, thanks to the Capital Campaign Fund and 
your generous donations.  Keep them coming! 

 Centerfest outreach:  We once again offering shade, cold water and now also prayer! 
look for sign-ups in the sanctuary. 

 Bring your friends and be blessed!  The Churchmen concert is Saturday, September 4. 
 Steve Glass was used periodically to deal with more obscure accounting issues.  He 

has resigned for health reasons.  For now, Ann Marie will try to handle any issues 
without outside help.  Let’s wish her well! 

 Is God calling you?  Jay Gould will begin meeting with the Nominating committee in 
September. We are looking for two Elders to lead the Worship and Personnel 
committees.  

 ICE, ICE baby! Thank you for a generous donation that has once again placed an ice 
making machine in the Fellowship Hall  

 Thank you all for your generosity which has kept our church finances solid. 
 

Future Important Dates:   
Saturday, September 4—the Churchmen concert 
Sunday, September 5—Aloha Sunday, potluck and ice cream social 
Sunday, September 19—stated Session meeting 
Sunday, December 12--Abendmusik 



SHARE THIS WITH A FRIEND! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          IN CASE OF RAIN, THE CONCERT WILL BE HELD IN THE SANCTUARY  


