Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of May 30th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”

Charles Callahan

Welcome and Announcements
 If anyone would like to help with the Prayer Table that we will have at the Farmer’s Market
this summer, please see Barbara or call the office to schedule a time.
 Bedford Hiking Club will walk To the Black Rock Overlook on June 12 th
 The youth group will meet following service
 Prayer time meets in the Anna Latimer room following service.
 Any other announcements are printed at the back of this bulletin.
Introit

“Come, Let Us Sing for Joy to the Lord”

Praise Team

Call to Worship
One: Let us begin our time of worship with a moment of remembrance.
All: We remember our fallen soldiers and the sacrifice they made for the sake of others.
One: Let us begin our time of worship with a moment of thanksgiving.
All: We thank God for brave men and women that have given their lives so that we may
live and worship without fear.
One: Let us begin our time of worship with a moment of silent remembering
(pause for silent remembrances)
followed by living the rest of our lives as the peacemakers of God’s kingdom.
All: And as we remember, let us sing for joy to God, the rock of our salvation.
Hymn of Praise

“Come, Christians, Join to Sing”

Hymn 87

Morning Prayer: (St. Francis of Assisi)
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace: where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there
is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is
darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to
be consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. For it is in
giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life. Amen.
Hymn

“Blessed Assurance”
Proclaiming the Word of God

Time for all God’s Children
Scripture:

Psalm 95

Hymn 426

Solo

“Above All”

Duet

“Grace Alone”

Trio

“I Give You My Heart”

Meditation

Maggie
Anna & Ella
Anna, Ella & Maggie

Sing and Worship and Don’t Forget

Outline from: Come Now Is The Time To Worship. by Davon Huss @Sermon Central.Com

(Slide shows tour of Kirk Maughold on the Isle of Man)
Segue: here is a Christian outpost, a gathering place for believers for over 1,500 years. Can you
imagine the events, the history that has occurred around this hill top? Everybody wants to be
buried there.... but very few still worship there. Why? Because like most others in northern
Europe, the people have forgotten how precious and joyful it is be a Christian, to worship our
living God; you might say they have hardened their hearts.
Psalm 95 is a call for believers to remember and respond to God with joyous worship.
COME! LET US SING TO THE LORD

LET US MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE

LET US COME WITH THANKSGIVING
LET US KNEEL
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LET US WORSHIP & BOW

DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS.

O come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!

Gathering for worship is not a new thing. Christians have gathered on hilltops, in caves and in
buildings for 2000 years. Jewish people have gathered to worship for many centuries longer than
that! The Psalmist is calling us once again to gather in true worship that is thankful, joyous and
reverent.
If we are going to worship, we should do it in a way that pleases God. Certainly we can worship
alone – and we should do so many times a day. But there is also an aspect of gathering in
worship that can do so much more for our spirit, that can bring us joy, so the Psalmist invites us
to come! To gather, not once but in 4 different God honoring ways.
For instance, we are to COME JOYFULLY

(Vs. 1)

The Jewish religion was a joyful religion. Christianity is a joyful religion.
Yes, there are times of sorrow. Yes, there are times for repentance. Yes, there are times to
grieve. But overall, Christianity is a faith of joy.
 It is a joy to know the God of the universe personally.
 It is a joy to come boldly before God through the forgiving work of His Son.
 It is a joy that our sins are forgiven.
 It is a joy that we have eternal life.

 It is a joy that Jesus will never leave or forsake us.
So we are told to come with singing, to come making a joyful noise.
Worship is essentially an act of joyful gratitude! Our outward worship should be an expression of
what is going on in our hearts! Notice that we are worshipping the LORD – the great “I AM.”
We are worshipping the, “rock of our salvation”.
A rock cannot be moved. Our salvation as Christians is “rock solid”! When Jesus said, “On this
rock I will build my church,” the rock that He was referring to was Himself. That is why one of
our hymns sing, On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand. How does our
worship show the joy in our hearts?
WE COME JOYFULLY, WE ALSO COME THANKFULLY
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
There are some people I only hear from when they want something.
Do you know anybody like that?
When does God hear from us?
And when God does hear from us, do we first come with a thankful heart for all that He’s already
done?
How often do we begin our approach to God with a thankful heart? Our Bible encourages us, “to

be anxious for nothing, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God.” (Philippians 4:6).
Why is thanksgiving so important? Because remembering what God has done for us through the
years, helps us realize just how much He has done!
Remembering is also a part of our third way to worship. WE COME KNOWLEDGEABLY
3
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For the LORD is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it,
and the dry land, which his hands have formed.

The more we know about God and the better we know God, the more joyful and thankful we will
be when we come into His presence.
There are so many ways that God is a great God, but one of the ways this Psalm describes is His
omnipresence; God is everywhere present with us from the heights of the mountains, to the
depths of the earth, even to the farthest seas. In another of my favorite Psalms, the singer
rejoices that there is literally no place on this earth where we can hide from God’s presence; even
in the darkest place, God will still be there with us (Ps 139:9).
Bidden of unbidden, God is still present, so we can worship God anywhere, but God takes special
pleasure when we joyfully gather, when we come into His presence with thanksgiving.
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O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.

The fourth way we should be coming to God in worship is REVERENTLY.
We don’t use the word, “reverent” much more; it means to show profound respect or awe for
another. The word, “worship” in Hebrew means to prostrate oneself - to bow or kneel. Around
here we don’t literally kneel when we pray or worship. Unlike our Catholic brothers and sisters,
our churches aren’t really designed for kneeling and I think we have lost something there. But
we should be kneeling in our hearts, showing God our profound respect. So perhaps we
should be kneeling to pray when we can at home.
And the final reason of course for us to gather joyfully, thankfully and reverently to worship God,
is because not only is He our Creator He is also our Shepherd. God first created us and
when we became lost, He sought us, through Christ found us, and now He cares for us as HIS
PEOPLE, we are the sheep of His pasture. We certainly should never feel lonely, because in this
Church we have many people who care for us; the greatest of whom is God our creator, our
savior, our shepherd.
And so we are called to come together joyfully, thankfully, reverently and knowledgably to
worship God. But notice, that this invitation to come also includes a caution.
O that today you would listen to his voice!
8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
9 when your ancestors tested me,
and put me to the proof, though they had seen my work.
If we hear God’s voice calling us to worship Him, let’s not harden our hearts. Something that is
hardened is not pliable, not moldable; stubborn. Hearing the Word of God, obeying it and
applying it to our lives, will lead us to being more repentant of the sins that God reveals to us.
This will keep us pliable, moldable in God’s hands.
We think of the non-religious as being “hard hearted,” people who deny His existence, who scoff
at His moral laws. But perhaps some of the most hard hearted people are those who grew up in
Church, but no longer have time for God – they now take both God and their relationship with
Him for granted. Like the Israelites who left Egypt. They expect God to care for them and will call
if they need Him, or will let Him know if they think His care is lacking.
In the wilderness, when their food ran out, the Israelites complained; and God provided delicious
food, quail and manna to eat. When they ran out of water, they again complained against God,
quarreled with Moses and whined about going back to Egypt. God again miraculously provided
water from the rock, but thereafter that place was called Massah and Meribah, because in their
unbelief they tested God’s patience and quarreled with Moses.

Ten times in their journey to the Promised Land these people tested God. Then upon reaching the
borders of the Promised Land, still unwilling to trust God’s protection, they refused to enter. Thus
condemning their children to 40 years of wandering through the wilderness until all those adults
who had refused to trust God had died.
Israel’s bottom line problem was faithlessness. Refusal to ever trust God’s proven ability to
provide.
Should they have known God’s power? Yes! For 2½ years, God had shown His abilities to them.
But as each new trial came up, they refused to trust His provision in the past would also serve the
present Because of their hard-hearted unbelief, these people never entered the rest of the
Promised Land.
The Psalmist is telling us not to be like these people! When it comes to worshipping God, don’t be
stubborn. Don’t be hard hearted. Remember how God has provided for you in the past, so that
you can trust Him with your future and joyfully, reverently, worship God today.
So now, let’s resume the singing.
Response to the Word of God
Hymn Sing

“BPC Top 12 Hymn Medley”
(from a congregational survey taken in 2017)

Testimony

How I have grown during this pandemic year

Hymn

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

Congregation

Hymn 72

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Father God, this Memorial Day weekend, we thank You for all those who gave their life on the
fields of battle so that we might live in a free land. As we remember them, we also pray for world
peace and ask that we might join with those peacemakers around the world who are still working
to bring about Your kingdom here on Earth.
Now as we look forward to a summer of reduced restrictions and increased travel, we also thank
You for our national turnaround of the Covid 19 pandemic and we pray for those countries who
continue to struggle to control this deadly disease; show us how even as individuals we might
assist with their struggle.
As we remember friends and family far away, we ask You to bless not only them, but all those
whom You care deeply for. Show them a new revelation of Your love and power. Holy Spirit, we
ask You to minister to their spirit at this very moment. Where there is pain, give them Your peace
and mercy. Where there is self-doubt, release a renewed confidence through Your grace. Where
there is need, we ask You to meet their needs above and beyond what they even expect. Bless
their homes, families, finances, their goings and their comings. We ask this in the name of Your
son our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Hymn

“Crown Him with Many Crowns”

Hymn 317

The Sending Forth
Benediction
May the love of God, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
and abide with you this day and forever
Postlude

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”

Dale Wood

Joys- May 30th
Joy- to see more of our Church family and friends
Joy- Youth retreat and praise for leaders and youth
Joy - to see Dave Stetson, Russell Stevens and Nancy Dwyer
Joy- Betty’s brothers and sisters acknowledging power of prayer from this church, brother
found job, credits prayer
Joy- Linda Benton’s friend, Roger is recovering
Joy- Ann Marie’s facial pain gone, Compters had a great trip
Concerns- May 30th
Avery: Rev. Frank and Tinkie
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) colon cancer
Timothy Looney- (nephew) infection in spine
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) undergoing chemo
Roger- (friend) in rehab
Roger Harris- (friend) recovering
Blair: Katy Neel- (LHS student) scleroderma
Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Boone: Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Dennis Sulka- terminal pancreatic cancer
Roy Graber- (Sammy’s cousin) intestinal surgery
Garland Craun- non-Hodgkins lymphoma
Casdorph: (friend) Franklin, wife Linda has cancer, 6 months to live
Chryssikos: John (Kathy’s son) liver cancer
Kathy- loss of youngest son, Philip
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery
DeHart: Dick Hatch- fell and broke hip
Tom Gilliam- back pain, waiting for surgery
Dills: Katy Neel- lymphoma
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Linda Marcet- (friend) lumpectomy
Christina- (daughter) battling substance abuse
Virginia O’Neal- (James’ sister) complications from hip surgery
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer
Marian Kelly –(friend) breast cancer, mother’s caretaker

Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Katherine Saunders- (Hugh’s daughter) breast cancer
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Salley: Judy Kuhlman (Betty’s sister) recovering at home
Scott Logan- (friend) covid
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) doing well
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) colon cancer, taking radiation and chemo
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) prays she comes to the Lord
Bill & Marie Walker- (Sonya’s parents) continue to do well
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Lori’s former boss- gall bladder
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Russell- recovering from knee surgery
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Toney: Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) in nursing home, pray for salvation
Prayers for all front-line workers, Drs, nurses, first responders
Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different
Prayers for the de-escalating of war in Middle East

CARE TO SHARE A PRAYER with a neighbor?
On various Fridays and Saturdays this summer, from 8 am until noon,
Bedford Presbyterian will have a “Prayer Table” set up at the Farmer’s
Market offering conversation and prayers to all who walk up. We will also
be handing out complimentary waters and BPC information brochures.
This ministry is being led by Elder Barbara Nichols. We also need two
others to join her each week just to share conversation and pray with
anyone who stops by our table.
Contact Barbara for more information: 714-822-0216
Please consider joining in this new ministry to our neighbors and then call Lana at the office to
sign up for some dates:
Fridays:
June 25, July 23 & August 27
Saturdays: June 12, July 10 & August 14
On September 4th @ 7pm the Churchmen concert.

If you hear evening bells ringing on June 6th – Join in
June 6, 2021, marks the 77th anniversary of the D-Day invasion at
Normandy, France; the beginning of the end of World War 2. After
the war, Churches in France began ringing bells every D-day to
celebrate their liberation from Nazi tyranny. Through the years other
churches in allied nations around the world picked up the tradition
as well. Bells were to be rung for one minute at 6:44p.m. (symbolic
of June, 1944)
Also, each year that the bells are rung is then dedicated to a battalion that participated in the
invasion. This year’s anniversary and commemorative bell ringing throughout
the world, is specifically dedicated to the memory of our own Bedford Boys. As
we all know, the Town of Bedford on that fateful invasion day placed 19 of her
sons on the Alter of Freedom to ensure our freedoms and teach us that freedom
is never free.
So lean out of your door, the evening of Sunday, June 6th to listen for the bells,
and if you have a farm bell, cow bell, school bell, of your own, why don’t you join
in !

June 12th is the annual Black Rock Overlook Rhododendron Walk
On Saturday, June 12, the Bedford Hiking Club will go looking for Mountain Laurel and Rhododendron
blooms along the Black Rock overlook section of the AT. It is approximately a 3 mile roundtrip, with just a
little climbing – but it takes you past a trail shelter, across mountain creeks, through rhododendron thickets
to a beautiful overlook available to hikers only. Also keep your eyes open for Lady Slipper flowers in the
undergrowth. This is a good trail for dog walking (on a leash).
Also, here is your opportunity to be a trail angel. Along with your own water bottle, bring along a small
trash bag to pick up any garbage along the trail and beside the shelter. Also, you might add candy bars,
or some special treat to share with any “through hikers” we might meet.
Carpoolers will leave from the Church at 9 am. If you wish to meet us there, park your car in the horse
meadow at Parkway mile 80.5; you will see a horse crossing sign.
(the Peaks of Otter Lodge is at mile 86)

2021 May Clerk’s Corner
Together again! Session held a retreat before its stated meeting, which included Bill Rutledge,
Philip Parker and Deacons Christy Boone, Jan Easter, Ellen Foster and Mary Wilkes.
Where are we going? See the revised church goals below.
Oh! That’s what that means! To make the service more accessible, the bulletin will now list Glory
to the Father instead of Gloria Patri and Giving Praise to God instead of Doxology.
We’re back! Session agreed that church services will resume on May 16 th, 2021 with regular
protocol. Communion will also return to regular practice. Congregants will decide if they feel
comfortable attending with no social distancing and no masks. One change will remain; offering
plates will be placed on pedestals at the back of the church.
Save that date: Abendmusik will be held on Sunday, December 12th.
Save your voice: a hymn sing will be held on May 30th.
The crew working on pressure washing, scraping, re-pointing the windows and painting the exterior
trim has been very fast.
Some additional shutters have been closed so there is less glare in the sanctuary.
The Churchmen Concert is set for Saturday, September 4th at 7:30 pm.
We need you! Outreach will be setting up a May I Pray for You? table at the Farmers’ Market.
Some Fridays and some Saturdays will be scheduled. The table will have a banner, plus small water
bottles and Gospels of John. Three people are needed for each shift.
Centerfest will be Saturday, September 18th. This is a good opportunity for outreach.
With the Wells Fargo branch closing, we needed a new home for our accounts. Atlantic Union had
the best terms, so we are transitioning our money to them.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am -4pm.

Activities for week of May 30th
Sunday: 10 am Worship/ Celebration Music
Youth meet after service
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Office Closed- Memorial Day
Sunday: June 6th
10 am Worship
Communion
Youth meet after service
Prayer Time following service

June Birthdays
Dot Kuhn-Kibbey- 7
Gloria Saunders- 10
Dave Stetson- 12
Hugh Saunders- 19
Betty Salley – 25
June Anniversaries
Christy & Sammy Boone – 2
BJ & Heather Poindexter- 11
Jim & Joy Barefoot- 21
David & Kathy Grigg- 21
Philip & Sherry Parker- 28

