Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of May 23rd
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service yet.
Included will be the usual newsletter information along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

“Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song”

John Carter

Welcome and Announcements
 Something More will meet for the last time until fall this Tuesday at 3 pm, in-person and
ZOOM.
 On March 27th at 6 pm there will be a parade for Liberty High graduates, please come to
support them and cheer them on.
 Next Sunday, May 30th, we will be having a Celebration of Music with favorite hymns and
songs.
 Any other announcements are printed at the back of this bulletin.
Call to Worship: Pentecost
One: Come, Holy Spirit, come.
Men: Set your daughters on the fire with good news!
Women: Teach your sons new languages of peace!
All: Come, Holy Spirit, come.
Women: Open our eyes to new visions!
Men: Open our hearts to new hopes!
All: Come, Holy Spirit! Come again, come here, come now!
Hymn of Praise

“Come, Holy Spirit”

Hymn 127

Prayer of Confession: Pentecost
Come again, Holy Spirit and be our source of hope restored. Where lives are parched, send the
waters of life. Where sins abound, wash these away. Where spirits are worn and wounded,
reignite the fire of Your love within our hearts. Where our ancient enemy binds us in un-confessed
sin, loosen the reigns and lead us once again to repentance. Bring us to new life, we pray, O God
and may Your Holy Spirit ever flow through us. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon:
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
Gloria

“Glory Be to the Father”
Proclaiming the Word of God

Time for all God’s Children

Scripture:
Duet

Numbers 14: 1-10, 20-23
“Savior, Like a Shepherd, Lead Us”

Libby & Eunice

Sermon:
Daring to Doubt God!
If you were making a list of the most fragile things in the world, what would you include? One list
that I found began with, silence, a soap bubble, a butterfly wing, and a spider web.
https://thingdb.io/things-that-are-fragile/

Other sites suggested the second most fragile thing in the world would be the human heart (our
emotions), but the absolute most fragile thing would be our ego (our pride). While admitting that
our ego is way too fragile, I would suggest that even more fragile than this would be our faith, our
willingness to trust something or someone else with our well being; that of course also
makes faith the most precious thing we possess; which is why our faith is the one thing God wants
us to entrust to His care.
The book of Hebrews (11:1 ) tells us that faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen. And ...
without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would approach Him must believe that He exists and
that He rewards those who seek him. Hebrews 11:1-6

Another reason why faith is our most important possession, is because with whom we place our
faith will determine how much we will enjoy this life, as well as where we will spend our eternal
life... without faith it is impossible to please God. Which sadly is what the story of Israel’s refusal
to enter the Promised Land is all about; their lack of faith; their continued unwillingness to trust
God’s promises.
The basic story as you learned it in Sunday School can be found in the book of Numbers,
chapters 13 and 14, but if you want to get the back story, you also need to read Deuteronomy
chapter 2 (vs.22-45); together they give a far more complex tale than what you had previously
learned.
The portion of the story you already know is that after some 2½ years of walking and camping the
tribes of Israel reach the border of the Promised Land and send in 12 spies to check out the
region. Forty days later the spies return with an enormous cluster of grapes as proof that the land
is indeed fertile – flowing with milk and honey – but it is also filled with fortified cities and inhabited
by a race of giants. Joshua and Caleb, two of the spies say this is no problem, since God has
given us this land, let’s go take it! But the other ten exaggerate the dangers saying, this land
devours its inhabitants and compared with the giants, we felt like grasshoppers.
Who do you think the people listened to?
Scripture records
Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. And all the
Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron; the whole congregation said to them,

‘Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness!
Why is the Lord bringing us into this land to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little
ones will become slaves; would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?’ So they said to
one another, ‘Let us choose a captain, and go back to Egypt.’ (Numbers 14:1-4)
Did you just hear that?!!
Having walked with God for over 2½ years, having witnessed miracle after miracle proving God’s
ability to deliver on His promises, now at the border of the Promised Land they reject His promise
of victory and prepare to head back to slavery in Egypt.
In response, Moses and Aaron fall on their faces in grief and prayers, while Joshua and Caleb
plead with the people “not to rebel against the Lord.” The peoples’ response was to pick up rocks
with which to stone them (vs. 9-10).
This is when God personally appears on the scene... the glory of the Lord appeared at the tent of
meeting to all the Israelites. With all the Israelites looking on, God asks Moses, ‘How long will
this people despise me? And how long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the signs
that I have done among them? (Numbers 14:11)
God then tells these faithful four to get out of the way, as he intends to wipe out the rest of the
Israelites in mass and start over with them; I will make of you a nation greater and mightier than
they (14:17).
Once again, as he had done before with the Golden Calf, Moses pleads with God for the life of the
Israelites pointing out that if God destroyed them in mass, then the rest of the world would think
He did so because of His failure to accomplish His promise of giving them the Land. Moses
concludes, Please forgive this people according to the greatness of Your steadfast love, just as
You have pardoned them from Egypt even until now (14:19)
So a second time, God promises not to wipe out the Israelites in mass, but instead now condemns
this faithless multitude to a forty year pilgrimage through the wilderness until everyone of those
who had refused to enter had died.
Your children shall be shepherds in the wilderness for forty years and shall suffer for your
faithlessness until the last of your dead bodies lies in the wilderness... I will bring them in
and they shall know the land you have despised (14:33 & 31).
The Israelites’ lack of faith in God’s proven abilities to deliver on His promises has now
condemned their children to forty more years of homeless walking.
Now here are a few more details from this story that you may not have known. Hearing
themselves sentenced to 40 more years of wandering, the people change their mind, thinking that
perhaps they really can take the land. So they assemble an army and tell Moses. Here we are,
we will go up to the place which the Lord has promised, for we have sinned.
Moses replies, Why do you continue to transgress the commands of the Lord? You will not
succeed. Do not go up for the Lord is not with you .... because you have turned back from
following the Lord, you will fall by the sword (14:39-43).

Moses replied that their first act of faithless rebellion had now sentenced them to 40 more years of
homelessness, so do not compound your sin by now refusing to accept God’s judgment. Of
course you can probably guess how the people responded. While Moses and the Ark of the
Covenant stayed in camp, an army of Israelites went up any way and were soundly defeated by
the locals who chased them all the way back to camp.
Now fast forward 40 years. As their grown children have once again returned to the Promised
Land and are preparing to enter, Moses tells them the rest of the story. It seems that the original
idea of first sending spies to check out the land, had not come from God, but from the leaders of
the People. Moses says that he had told their parents,
See, the Lord your God has given the land to you; go up, take possession, as the Lord, the
God of your ancestors, has promised you; do not fear or be dismayed.’
[But] all of you came to me and said, ‘Let us [first] send men ahead of us to explore the
land for us and bring back a report to us regarding the route by which we should go up
and the cities we will come to.’ (1:21-22)
So the Israelites failure of faith had not begun with the spies’ bad report... but as they arrived at
the Promised Land, they were already fearful – not trusting God’s ability to protect them. For 2½
years they had followed God’s pillar of cloud and fire, they had witnessed multiple times in multiple
ways, God’s ability to deliver on His promises .... and yet they still refused to trust Him.
At the threshold of the Promised Land they were now preparing to stone Moses and return to a
slave’s life in Egypt. Their lack of faith thus dooming their children to 40 more years of wilderness
wandering, but at least at the end of the time they would still be free and not slaves in Egypt. And
can you imagine how tough and tenacious these Israelite children had become through 40 years
of desert life; the residents of the land now had good reason to fear them.
Without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would approach Him must believe that He
exists and that He rewards those who seek Him. (Hebrews 11:1-6). It is interesting to note that
while the faith chapter in Hebrews has much to say about Moses’ faith and even credits the
Israelites faith for their willingness to cross through the Red Sea, the next instance of faith it
records is when their children trusted God to tear down the walls of Jericho. During the 40+ years
that Israel wandered through the wilderness, they did nothing worth recording in the faith chapter
of Hebrews.
-------------------------------------Now here is what I hope you take home with you from today’s story of faithlessness at the border
of the Promised land; it is a subtle message so please listen carefully.
You may recall that the book of Hebrews was written to a group of Jewish believers who may
have begun to doubt or simply take their faith in Christ for granted. Not surprisingly, it is filled with
examples from Israel’s Exodus journey to show what Jesus offers is “better” than what the
Israelites saw in the wilderness. Because he lives forever, according to the order of Melchizidek,
Jesus is a better high priest than Aaron. Because in Heaven He entered the real Holy of Holies –
rather than just a tented replica - making atonement once for all with His own blood, Jesus has
offered the better sacrifice for our sins. Because the covenant of forgiveness by faith is better

than the covenant of forgiveness by law that Moses was given –Jesus is even greater than
Moses.
Just before his death, Moses promised the people
The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your
own people; you shall heed such a prophet. Deuteronomy 18:15

All the apostles accepted Jesus as this new and greater Moses. As Peter preached to the crowds
in Jerusalem shortly after Pentecost.
Moses said, “The Lord your God will raise up for you from your own people a prophet like
me. You must listen to whatever he tells you. And it will be that everyone who does not
listen to that prophet will be utterly rooted out from the people.” Acts 3:22-23
So what the Book of Hebrews was trying to teach was that not only were the Exodus experiences
of Moses and the Israelites a prophetic model, a metaphor, for the person and work of Jesus and
His followers yet to come, BUT the interaction of God with the people of Moses’ day should serve
as a lesson for our approach to God these days.
Thus the book of Hebrews concludes beginning in chapter 12, verse 18 – and since this is a
lengthy portion of scripture I encourage you to open your Bibles and read along with me (in the
Blue pew Bibles it is on page 227)
You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and
gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the
hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. (For they could not endure the order
that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.”
Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) But you have
come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to
innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are
enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made
perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
Moses and the Israelites came to Mt. Sinai where they received the law and proved themselves
incapable of keeping the law – and as we have learned through these stories – of trusting God to
protect them. BUT we have come to something better, Mt. Zion, the city of God and the home of
the redeemed where our new Moses, High priest better than Aaron and now our savior, Jesus
Christ continues to live.
So here is our warning,

See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they
refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the
one who warns from heaven! At that time his voice shook the earth; but now he has
promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” This phrase,
“Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that
what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with
reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a consuming fire.
The Israelites lack of faith and rejection of Moses and God on the border of the Promised Land,
which exiled them to death in the wilderness, now serves as our cautionary example to not reject
Jesus who continues to speak to us today; not to be as faithless as they were. For the Promised
Land we are walking towards is no less than God’s unshakable Kingdom – one day come to earth!
And the only acceptable worship we can give to Him is our faith, our reverence, our awe. While
our rejection can only lead to God as a consuming fire.
The moral of this story is, that without faith it is impossible to please God. Neither reject Him, nor
take God for granted, so don’t let your lack of faith block your entrance to God’s promised land;
His kingdom come.
So where are you today?
With the Hebrews of old, who refused to trust God?
Or with the Hebrews of Jesus’ day, who were at risk of taking God for granted?
How has your faith, your reverence, your awe, changed your pilgrim life?
Where do you want to live happily every after?
Let’s pray about this.

Response to the Word of God
Song

“Don’t Start Doubting Now”

Praise Team

Affirmation of Faith (from Romans 8: 14-17)
All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery
to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is
that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God and if children, then
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ- if, in fact, we suffer with Him so that we may also be
glorified with Him.
Doxology
Sharing of Joys and Concerns

“Giving Thanks to God”

Hymn 34

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us, O Lord, offer our lives, our hearts and our gifts to serve You. As our vision is renewed, so
renew our acts of kindness, our dedication to show Jesus to the world and our desire to make our
spheres of influence better reflect the glory of God. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Song

“May Your Presence Go With Us”

Praise Team

The Sending Forth
Benediction
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with your spirit. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God,
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as
son speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God
supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To Him belong the glory
and the power forever and ever. Amen.
Postlude

“Komm, o koom, du Gest des Lebens”

Gael Liardon

Joys- May 23rd
Joy- to see more of our Church family and singing out loud
Joy- Betty’s sister is recovering at home and thanks for the prayers
Concerns- May 23rd
Avery: Rev. Frank and Tinkie
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) colon cancer
Timothy Looney- (nephew) infection in spine
Benton: Linda Crawford- (friend) undergoing chemo
Roger- (friend) in rehab
Roger Harris- (friend) heart attack fell hit head in induced coma
Blair: Katy Neel- (LHS student) scleroderma
Tonya Blair’s friend (Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Boone: Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Dennis Sulka- terminal pancreatic cancer
Roy Graber- (Sammy’s cousin) intestinal surgery
Casdorph: (friend) Franklin, wife Linda has cancer, 6 months to live
Chryssikos: John (Kathy’s son) liver cancer
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter- (brother) heart failure
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for faith
Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery
DeHart: Dick Hatch- fell and broke hip
Tom Gilliam- back pain, waiting for surgery
Dills: Katy Neel- lymphoma
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self-esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Linda Marcet- (friend) lumpectomy
Christina- (daughter) battling substance abuse
Virginia O’Neal- (James’ sister) complications from hip surgery
AnnMarie- facial pain
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer
Marian Kelly –(friend) breast cancer, mother’s caretaker
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Katherine Saunders- (Hugh’s daughter) breast cancer
Harris: Judy- difficulty swallowing, at home
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems

Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Norma Jean- (Gayle’s sister) broken collar bone
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Ron & Margaret- recovering at home, welcoming calls
Salley: Judy Kuhlman (Betty’s sister) recovering at home
Scott Logan- (friend) covid
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) doing well
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick- (friend) cancer
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny (son) colon cancer, taking radiation and chemo
Smith: Dorothy Smith- (John’s mother) prays she comes to the Lord
Bill & Marie Walker- (Sonya’s parents) continue to do well
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Lori’s former boss- gall bladder
Dave- possible TIA
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Duncan Elliston- (fireman)
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer
Russell- recovering from knee surgery
Jessica Canfield- (friend) struggling after surgery
Toney: Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel (friend) MS
Eleanor- (Nancy’s mom) in nursing home, pray for salvation
Prayers for all front-line workers, Drs, nurses, first responders
Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different
Prayers for the de-escalating of war in Middle East

March 27th -- Help celebrate our Liberty High School Graduates
https://wset.com/news/local/bedford-county-graduates-to-participate-in-parade-of-graduates

On Thursday, May 27, beginning at 6 pm. there will be a parade honoring our
High School graduates. Why don’t you find a spot along the parade
route to cheer them on.

Let’s Sing and Celebrate – Sunday May 30th!!
It’s been a while, so get your vocal chords back in shape!
On May 30th in honor of Memorial Day weekend and the fact
that we can once again join together in song, our Sunday
worship service will be a celebration of music. Invite your
friends to join us in making a joyful noise!

CARE TO SHARE A PRAYER with a neighbor?
On various Fridays and Saturdays this summer, from 8 am until noon,
Bedford Presbyterian will have a “Prayer Table” set up at the Farmer’s
Market offering conversation and prayers to all who walk up. We will also
be handing out complimentary waters and BPC information brochures.
This ministry is being led by Elder Barbara Nichols. We also need two
others to join her each week just to share conversation and pray with
anyone who stops by our table.
Contact Barbara for more information: 714-822-0216
Please consider joining in this new ministry to our neighbors and then call Lana at the office to
sign up for some dates:
Fridays:
June 25, July 23 & August 27
Saturdays: June 12, July 10 & August 14
On September 4th @ 7pm the Churchmen concert.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution or you can drop by the office,
Mon-Thurs between 8 am -4pm.

Activities for week of May 23rd
Sunday: 10 am Worship
Pentecost Sunday
Prayer Time following service
Monday: Quilters- 6 pm
Tuesday: 3 pm Something More, in-person and ZOOM
Sunday: May 30th
10 am Worship / Celebration of Music
Prayer Time following service

May Birthdays
Marlon Creasy- 24
Elizabeth Creasy - 26
Venus Gould- 28

June Birthdays
Dot Kuhn-Kibbey- 7
Gloria Saunders- 10
Dave Stetson- 12
Hugh Saunders- 19
Betty Salley – 25
June Anniversaries
Christy & Sammy Boone – 2
BJ & Heather Poindexter- 11
Jim & Joy Barefoot- 21
David & Kathy Grigg- 21
Philip & Sherry Parker- 28

