Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of April 11th, 2021
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service.
Included will be the usual newsletter information, along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

THE APPROACH TO GOD
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

Prelude

“This Joyful Eastertide”

Paul Bouman

Words of Welcome and Announcements
 The Hiking Club will meet Saturday, April 17th for a walk up John’s Hollow. Carpoolers meet
at church at 9 am, or meet at the river at 9:30 am.
 Please join us for Something More on Tuesday, at 3 pm, in-person and ZOOM.
 Reminder that Session will meet April 18th, following service.
 For other announcements, be sure to read this version of the weekly bulletin.
Call to Worship
One: This is the day the Lord has made
All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
One: Jesus is still alive today, His grave is still empty.
All: Let us worship and give praise to God.
One: Our celebration of Easter life continues,
All: Christ is risen indeed!
Hymn of Praise

“Alleluia! Alleluia!”

Praise Team

Prayer of Confession
Heavenly Father, the dark hour has passed, we confessed our sins at the foot of the cross,
aware at last of the high price that was paid. But now, Christ our Lord has risen indeed!!
Now, we can approach Your throne with confidence knowing that just as His tomb remains
empty, one day so will our tombs be emptied out.
As we celebrate Your victory and the forgiveness You have granted to all who call upon Your
name, may we live lives transformed by the new covenant Christ made with us. May we,
through the manner of our living, draw all people to You. You, not Caesar, not mammon, not
prosperity, not nationalism, nor any of the other false gods, are Lord! May the whole world
bow a knee at Your mighty name. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
Gloria

“Glory be to the Father”

Hymn 734

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD
Time for all God’s Children
Scripture

Leviticus 23:1-5, Luke 24:13-27

Anthem

“As They Walked Along Emmaus Road”

Sermon

Jesus and the Seven Feasts of Israel

Praise Team

Portions adapted from https://www.gotquestions.org/Jewish-feasts.html and https://www.wycliffe.org/feast/7-feasts-that-point-to-christ

When my two were young, “Where’s Waldo?” was a very popular children’s book. If you are not
familiar with Waldo, each double page spread of the book displayed a very crowded scene of an
airport, a carnival, a town, with literally hundreds – thousands – of tiny figures, like ants on a
page, doing different activities which were also fun to look at and talk about. But the goal, who
we were especially looking for, was always to find Waldo, wearing his signature red striped shirt
and matching cap, somewhere in the midst of this messy crowd. For Christians, sorting through
the prophecies and symbolisms of the Old Testament can feel similar, like an intricate game of
“Where’s Jesus?” But as He told those two disciples on the Emmaus road, there have always
been plenty of clues to help us find him.

Beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them
the things about himself in all the scriptures.
Luke 24:27

According to Jesus, God had placed symbolic guides throughout the Hebrew Scriptures, not only
to His plan for the ages and the salvation of all people, but also specifically pointing to the person
and work of the Messiah. From these hints any God-seeking Hebrew should have been able to
discern how Jesus fit the pattern of their long promised Messiah.
For us Christians now reading our Bibles after the fact, probably the biggest set of such clues can
be found in the seven feasts of Israel, as God had instituted them in Leviticus, chapter 23; which
is where we are going today, not only to look for Jesus, but perhaps also other hints of days yet
to come.
-----------------------The Hebrew word for “feasts,” literally means "appointed times." God carefully orchestrated the
timing and sequence of each of these seven feasts, spread over seven months of the Jewish
calendar, to reveal to us a special story. They are still celebrated by observant Jews today. But for
both Jews and non-Jews who have placed their faith in the Jewish Messiah, these special days
demonstrate both the present and future work of our redemption as provided through Christ
Jesus, that Messiah, God’s Son our Savior.
The first four of the seven feasts occur during the springtime (Passover, Unleavened Bread, First
Fruits, and Pentecost); these have already been fulfilled by the life of Jesus as His story is told in
the New Testament.

The final three holidays (Trumpets, the Day of Atonement and Tabernacles,) occur during the fall,
all within a short fifteen-day period. Many Bible scholars believe that these fall feasts have not
yet been fulfilled by Jesus. But, just as the four spring feasts were fulfilled literally and right on
the actual feast day in connection with Christ’s first coming, these three feasts will also be
fulfilled literally in connection to Christ’s second coming; this being the future “blessed hope,”
spoken of by the Apostles, for which all believers in Jesus Christ still wait (Titus 2:13).
Here then, is a simplified outline of the prophetic significance for us as found in the seven feasts
of Israel which point to the coming Messiah.
First there is Passover (Leviticus 23:4-8). For the Hebrew people, this feast
remembers the last plague in Egypt, when the angel of death “passed over”
all those who applied the blood of an unblemished lamb – a lamb without
any faults – to the doors of their home. The Israelites were instructed to
take a bundle of hyssop and dip it into the blood held in a basin. Reaching
up, they were to paint it on the top lintel of their doors and then the two
sides of the frame (Exodus 12). Perhaps it is just a coincidence for us to notice after the fact, but can
you see the imagery? Bottom to top, side to side: the motion formed a cross. Then they went
inside their homes to spend the night feasting on the lamb, protected by the blood as the death
angel passed over.
In the New Testament, when John the Baptiser pointed at Jesus and declared, “look! The Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world,” he prophetically connected Jesus to this Passover
feast day; on which -- as all four Gospels record -- Jesus’ death did occur when like that “lamb
without blemish,” Jesus was also silently led to slaughter ((John 1:29, Isaiah 53:7,1 Peter 1:19). It was not by
coincidence that exactly at 3p.m. while all the Passover lambs were being slaughtered in the
Temple, at that very moment on the cross, Jesus bowed His head and died. Jesus, “the lamb of
God” by His death caused the death we deserve to pass over us as we sit within His protection,
feasting with Him ...Remember? This is my body broken and my blood shed ... for you.
Next, beginning on the same day as Passover and lasting for seven days,
was also the feast of Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 23:6). In their haste to
leave Egypt, there was no time for the Israelites to add leaven (yeast) to
their bread. Then in the wilderness after the unleavened bread ran out, for
the next forty years of their travel to the Promised Land, the Israelites ate
“manna,” what Moses called God’s “bread from Heaven.” (Exodus 16:4). So
during the Passover week, remembering how God had freed them from captivity and fed them
through the wilderness, the Jews eat nothing leavened.
Leaven (yeast) often represents sin and decay in the Bible. Once mixed in, yeast becomes an
inseparable part of the bread; the same is true for sin’s effect on our lives. Thus unleavened
bread also represents Jesus’ sinless life, which God has sent to sustain us through our wilderness
wanderings. To the Jews of His day, Jesus boldly declared I am bread of life. So, not only does
Jesus cover our sins but He also nourishes our souls throughout our long journey to God’s
Promised Land, our heavenly home! (John 6:35, John 14:1-3).

Then, and always to be held on the first day of the week (Sunday), following the Sabbath after
Passover, comes the Feast of First Fruits; the first of three harvest celebrations. This feast
happening at the beginning of the growing season to thank God for the coming harvest (Leviticus 23:10).
Although they didn’t know it at the time, the children of Israel were celebrating what would become
for Christians our most important day: Easter.
Isn’t it interesting that this “third day” celebration always had to happen on a
Sunday, which was the same day that Jesus was raised from the dead? In his
letter to the Corinthians (1st, 15:20) Paul referred to Jesus as the first fruits of the
dead, because He was just the very first of the great harvest of souls yet to come
— including you and me — who will also rise from their graves to eternal life on
that day when Christ returns to call all God’s children home (1st Thessalonians 4:16-18).
Next, the third spring festival – the second of three harvest celebrations – comes seven weeks
after the Feast of First Fruits (Leviticus 23:16). Though it was originally called the Feast of 7
Weeks, since it occurs exactly 50 days after First Fruits – once again always on a Sunday – by
Jesus’ day, it had come to be known as Pentecost. Traditionally, along with a sheaf of the newly
harvested grain, the Israelites were also expected to wave two leavened loaves of baked bread
before the Lord.
God’s plan has always been to save far more souls than just the
Israelites. During His ministry, Jesus lamented to His disciples “the
harvest is great, but the workers are few” and He instructed them to pray
to the Lord of the harvest to send more laborers into the field. Then for
forty days following His resurrection and just before His ascension to
Heaven, Jesus instructed His followers that He was now sending them
out into all the world to baptize and make disciples of all people; but first He told them wait in
Jerusalem for the power from God to come upon them. Ten days later, on Pentecost Sunday,
with the arrival of the Holy Spirit, the Church was born and the soul harvest began in earnest.
Like yeast through bread, this message has continued spreading rapidly through both the Jewish
and Gentile world (the two leavened loaves of bread), continuing that harvest all the way up to
us, today!
------------------------------------Now we begin to speak of things yet to come. Following these four spring festivals, there is a
long season of quiet, until the first day of the seventh month of the year on which comes the
Feast of Trumpets. Since, according to the Hebrew Calendar, this is also New Years Day, it
came to be known as Rosh Ha Shana – which means the “head”, or the “Start of a New Year.”
On this day, with the sounding of trumpets, the Israelites were called together for a sacred
rest from all their labor (Leviticus 23:24). All work ceases as they now celebrate the completion of the
harvest season. Twice in our New Testament, the Apostle Paul wrote that at the end of the age,
the rapture of the church would be announced with the blast of Heavenly trumpets, when the
dead in Christ rise to God’s call as Jesus descends to welcome His children home .... the
completion of God’s harvest and the beginning of a new year of God’s reign on Earth (1 Corinthians
15:52-53, 1st Thessalonians 4:16-18).

Jesus once told His listeners a strange parable of a wedding feast
that a king held for his son. Many were invited, but claimed to be
too busy with their own matters to come, so the king sent his
servants out onto the highways to invite “as many as you can find.”
All who came were then welcomed to the feast, it mattered not who
they were, but only that they were wearing “wedding garments”
(Matthew 22). Doesn’t this sound just like the salvation offered to all
who receive by God’s grace through their faith in the salvation – the wedding garments –
provided by Christ Jesus? (Romans 13:14, Galatians 3:27)
The book of Revelation declares, “Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding feast of the
Lamb” (Revelation 19:9 NLT). As symbolized by the feast of Trumpets at the head of the New Year, God
is preparing us to celebrate the coming of the New Heavens and New Earth.
Then ten days following Rosh Ha Shana – the number ten always signifying law and judgment –
comes the Day of Atonement (Leviticus 16, 23:26-32). Only on this day, could the high priest enter the
Holy of Holies within the Temple to make a sacrifice in atonement for the people’s sin. All the
Israelites would fearfully wait for the high priest to come back out, thus indicating that their sins
had been forgiven and the nation was granted another year of existence.
For Christians the Day of Atonement need no longer be feared, because as the book of Hebrews
teaches, Christ, our High Priest, entered the Holy of Holies once for all time and, having made the

sacrifice with His own blood, He sat down at the right hand of God the Father to wait for the
defeat of his enemies (Hebrews 9:12, 10:12-14).
The Apostle John assures us…

For those who come to Christ Jesus in faith, the need for a Day of Atonement was rendered void
by His death on the cross — our debt has been paid!
However, for Israel, there is yet to come a final Day of Atonement. Bible scholars believe that
this feast prophetically points to the day of the Second Coming of Jesus when He will return to
earth and the Jewish remnant will "look upon Him whom they have pierced," repent of their sins,
and receive Him as their Messiah (Zechariah 12:10 and Romans 11:1-6, 25-36).
For the Hebrew people, this will be their joyous last Day of Atonement. But what about those
who refuse God’s grace, who demand to be judged based on the works of their life? God is
gracious but God is also just! The Book of Revelation speaks of one final day of Atonement at the
end of time, where all who demand justice for themselves will come to stand before a great
white throne. Then, after they have been judged according to what they have done, if their
name is not found written in the “Lamb’s Book of Life,” their own life will be sacrificed in payment
for their sins as they are cast into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:11-14). This is not a pleasant thought
to dwell upon, but for those who refuse God’s Grace all that remains is Judgment, for the wages

of sin is death

(Romans 6:23).

But that is not the sad ending of this story, for there is yet one more festival to celebrate, The
Festival of Tabernacles (Tents). Following the Day of Atonement, on the fifteenth day of the
seventh month – after the last of the harvest has been gathered in -- the Hebrew people were
instructed to celebrate for a whole week, camping out in the fields in tents, doing no work, just
enjoying the life that God has provided for them.
Many scholars believe that this feast day points to the Lord’s promise that He will once again
“tabernacle” with His people when He returns to reign over all the world (Micah 4:1-7). On that day,
there will be no more death and suffering, He Himself will wipe away every tear from our eyes
(Revelation 21:4). And all God’s children whether Hebrew or Gentile will dwell peacefully along the
banks of the River of Life, fishing from the river and eating fruit from the fruit trees growing along
its banks (Ezekiel 47:1-12, Revelation 22:1-5).
The day of Christ’s return and the years to follow is the “blessed hope,” that Christians still must
patiently wait for, but what a day that will be!
Unlike searching for Waldo in a messy world, we who have found that Christ now lives in our
heart can find God’s wisdom all throughout His Holy Word. As these feasts of Israel have shown,
we can learn not only of God’s intentional love, but also His enduring plans for the future of all
humanity along with other clues He has left us, foreshadowing the best, which is yet to come.
Thus, on this second Sunday of Easter, as the Apostle Paul wrote to Christians everywhere.

Let’s pray about this.
RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD
Worship Song

“At the Cross”

Praise Team

Affirmation of Faith
Celtic Creed
We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water and earth,
of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, born of
woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of sorrows, He died forsaken. He
descended into the earth to the place of death. On the third day He rose from the tomb. He
ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present and His kingdom will come on earth. We believe
in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church, Spirit of
healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.

Doxology
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Ever-living God, the resurrection of Jesus fills us with hope and joy. Because he lives we can live
with a new sense of purpose and commitment. Help us live our Easter lives and mission as we
offer ourselves and our gifts to bring new life to others, in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer- Now let us pray together the prayer our Lord taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Song

“May Your Presence Go With Us”

Praise Team

THE SENDING FORTH
Benediction
The Lord give us peace in our going out and our coming in, in our lying down and in our rising
up, in our labor and in our leisure, in our laughter and in our tears; until we come to stand before
him on that day to which there is no sunset and no dawn, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“Postlude on ‘Easter Hymn’”

Gordon Young

Joys- April 11th
Joy- to see Charlie Goodman in service
Joy- Amanda Stanley (Becky’s daughter) has a poem being published
Praise- Patty Meyers is now cancer free, mom is walking
Concerns- April 11th
Abbott: Joyce- fell, broke three ribs, in Lewis Gale
Avery: Rev. Frank and for Tinkie who has dementia
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) cancer, husband colon cancer
Benton: Roger (friend) in rehab
Linda Crawford- (friend) chemo, found son dead
Blair: Katy Neel- (LHS student) lymphoma- chemo
Tonya Blair’s friend-(Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Boone: Jim Hedrick - (friend) cancer
Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Dennis Sulka - terminal pancreatic cancer
Garland Craun- therapy, gout in foot
Dan Bartz- (brother-in-law) doing better
Jean Cannaday-(cousin) in hospital, covid complications
Dianne Fain- severs vertigo
Roy Graber- (Sammy’s cousin) intestinal surgery
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter-(brother) heart failure
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for his faith
Avery Hardy-(neighbors 2yr granddaughter) burns, needing grafts
John Light- (friend) in hospital with covid
Nancy Holmes- (friend) stage 4 ovarian cancer, chemo, surgery
DeWitt- Tammy’s parents are home in rehab
Dills: Katy Neel- lymphoma- chemo
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self- esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Linda Marcet- (Friend) lumpectomy
Christina- (daughter) battling substance abuse
Foster: Tom- home with heart monitor
Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer
Marian Kelly- (friend) breast cancer, mother’s caretaker
Craig Nielson-(nephew) in hospital with covid
Howard-(Tom’s brother) thyroid and other health issues
Ron- (brother-in-law) appendectomy

Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Katherine Saunders- (Hugh’s daughter) hospice
Grigg: Danny Miller- (co-worker) bladder cancer
Harris: Judy- throat and ear pain, more surgery in April
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Norma Jean- (Gayle’s sister) medical issues
Morris: Lisa (Robert’s wife) lung cancer, undergoing treatment
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Ron – back brace, still in pain, going through therapy
Noell: Cody Boyd (friend of late son, Chad) being deployed to Syria
Parker: Nithi & Angie Abraham, Nithi near end of life
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) doing well, still undergoing chemo
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick-(friend) cancer, partial lung removed
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny- (son) colon cancer, taking radiation and chemo
Smith: Dorothy Smith (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord
Bill & Marie Walker- (Sonya’s parents) continue doing well
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Mike Elliston- asthma
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer, covid-19
Russell- upcoming knee surgery, May 5th
Toney: Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel- (friend) MS
Prayers for all front line workers, Drs, nurses, first responders
Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and healing for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different

On April 17th the BEDFORD HIKING CLUB
heads up John’s Hollow Looking for
Spring Flowers
If you liked our March walk to Matt’s Creek
Shelter, you will also enjoy this very similar stroll
along the AT – but in the other direction.
From the James River parking lot, rather than
crossing the bridge, we will walk northeast first
following Rocky Row Run – a picturesque creek.
Then we will turn up John’s Hollow to reach the
shelter. This hike goes out and back, the round
trip is 3.5 miles with only a slight elevation gain
(340’). If you get tired, you can just sit down by
the creek or turn around and we will meet back
up with you on the return. On April 17th,
carpoolers will leave from the Church at 9 am.
Those who want to meet us at the river should arrive by 9:30 am, (but drop John
an email, so we will know to look for you).
=============

The funds raised by the 175th campaign are nearly depleted
and a new campaign “Moving in Faith” has begun to address
some exterior maintenance and repair issues, as well as
some interior lighting upgrades. Some items are critical such
as painting the steeple. Others, like new doors to the
fellowship hall and sanctuary are not so critical but will soon
become so. Our goal is $45,000.00 over the next two years.
Move forward in faith and give to the “Moving in Faith”
capital campaign.

The Daffodil’s Story
-Joy Angle Stalvey Barefoot
I saw a bulge
in the garden earth.
It whispered to me
of a coming birth.
A wee voice came
on the wings of the wind,
“Just wait ‘til you see my leaves.”
Out of the mound
stretched long slender leaves
blades thrusting skyward
where heaven receives.
And a wee little voice
on the wings of the wind,
said “Wait ‘til you see my face.”
Out of the leaves,
unfurling with grace,
a saffrony blossom
presented its face.
And a wee voice came
on the wings of the wind,
“Just wait ‘til you smell my perfume.”
I cupped her face,
giving thanks to the land,
as her sweet perfume
fell into my hands.
My voice went forth
on the wings of the wind,
“Praise God, for your gift
of springtime. Amen.”
May this be a Springtime of blessings
-Joy

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution (also 5 ¢ a meal and Heifer) or you
can drop by the office, Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4pm.

Activities for week of April 11th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Monday: 6 pm, Quilters
Tuesday: 3 pm Something More, in-person and ZOOM
Saturday: 9 am, Bedford Hiking Club
Quilters retreat, fellowship hall all day
Sunday: April 18th
10 am Worship
Session

April Birthdays
James Fleming- 11
Sherry Parker - 18
Tricia Schubert - 23
Al Mauser - 24
Richard Tate - 29
April Anniversaries
Fred and Sandy Scheurer - 22
John and Sonya Smith - 30
Here’s a list of our shut-ins, please take time to send a card or
give them a call, to let them know you are thinking of them.
Covid Shut-ins
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Cram
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Heinrich
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Kibbey
Mr. & Mrs. Al Mauser
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Neal
Ms. Lynne Palmer
Mrs. Christine Riley
Mrs. Judy Toney
Ms. Gloria Saunders
Mr. Ronnie Saunders
Ms. Mary Wilkes

Long Term Shut-ins
Anne Arthur
Rev. Frank & Tinkie Avery
Pat Clarke
Janet Eagler
Ann Fowler
Dorinda Hopkins
Doris Koch
Ruby Page

