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          Week of March 21, 2021                               

We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you  
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are 

uncomfortable to attend service. 
 

Included will be the usual newsletter information, along with prayers, scripture and a sermon. 

We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services, 

meetings, activities and watching the online sermon. 

Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it. 

 

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,          

Loving God, Loving Others, 

Serving the World & Growing Disciples 

           



 

       THE APPROACH TO GOD 
  

         One: The peace of Christ be with you 

         All:   And Also with you       

  

 

        Prelude                                       “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”                          arr. Lani Smith   

 

        Words of Welcome and Announcements 

 Session will be meeting after service today.  

 Something More will meet Tuesday, at 3 pm, in-person and ZOOM. 

 For other announcements, be sure to read the rest of the bulletin   

 

Call to Worship  

One: We are individuals and we are a community, called of God. 
All:   We gather to worship at God’s bidding. 
One: We are individuals and we are a community, called of God. 
All:   We gather to listen for God’s fresh speaking of the Word. 
One: We are individuals and we are a community, called of God. 
All:   We gather in preparation of being sent to do God’s bidding. 
 
 

Hymn of Praise                                “May the Peoples Praise You “                                      Getty   
                                
Prayer of Confession  

God, teach us how to love as You have loved us. Teach us to love the unloved and the 
unlovable. Teach us to see others as You see them. Teach us to see ourselves in the light of 
Your forgiving, forbearing love. And then; having been so taught, help us then to be 
practitioners of Your peculiar way of doing things. Whose name is love and whose recipients 
are the very ones we might never have considered worthy or ready or in need. For that is how 
You loved us first. In Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon  
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
All:   In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to 
         new life.  

  
Gloria                                                  “Glory be to the Father”                                        Hymn 734 
 
 

  

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD 

Time for all God’s Children        The Samaritan and St. Patrick 

Scripture                                        Leviticus 19: 1-4, 9-10, 17-19 

Solo                                                         “Give Me Jesus”                                           Moses Hogan   



 

Sermon              Practical Holiness - Like a Good Neighbor   Leviticus 19:1-4, 9-10, 17-19 

A portion extracted from “Leviticus - Being Holy,”  by Vic Folkert @ SermonCentral.Com 

 
Probably my favorite commercials on television these days are the ones with the tag line, 
“like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”  In these spots a very likeable young 
salesman, “Jake from State Farm,” keeps bumping back into customers who want to return 
the personal favor which they think he has done for them by saving lots of money on their 
property insurance. Slightly embarrassed, Jake tries somewhat unsuccessfully to explain 
that State Farm gives everyone great insurance rates.   

 

This is a very influential commercial, so I hope that State Farm always lives up to its neighborly 
claims, because that has not always been the general reputation of insurance companies which I 
can vouch for from my own personal experience. 
 

Thankfully I do not remember which insurance company he worked for, but when Betty and I 
bought our first house, a fellow church member did us “a favor” by advising and then selling us 
what he said was the right amount of property insurance we needed.  Several years later, as we 
were reviewing various insurance policies – trying to save a bit of money - we learned that he had 
sold us the most expensive policy that company offered; far more than what was needed by a 
pair of new homeowners, just struggling to make ends meet.   
 

That salesman was anything but a good neighbor.  In fact, in Leviticus 19, God has something to 
say directly to this un-neighborly neighbor. 

 
While pretending to be neighborly, this salesman actually stole from us in behalf of his company’s 
profit and of course his own heftier commission. 
 

Why am I making such a big deal out of neighborliness?  Because Leviticus 19 offers a very 
radical definition of “holiness” for us to take to heart today: which is that the best way to live a 
holy life in this world, the best way to imitate God, the best way to imitate Jesus, is to 
be a good neighbor to everyone you meet.  We will hear more about Jesus’ teachings on 
neighborliness in a moment, but let’s begin with this radical definition for “holy 
neighborliness.”  
----------------------- 
Chapter 19, which in many ways summarizes much of the book of Leviticus, opens with God 
telling Moses to say to the people... 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You shall not defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal; and you shall not keep for yourself the wages of a 

laborer until morning.  

Leviticus 19:13 

You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy. You shall each revere your mother and father, and 

you shall keep my Sabbaths:  I am the Lord your God. 

Leviticus 19:2- 3 



 
 
Be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.   This phrase is repeated quite often throughout 
the book of Leviticus. 
Are you holy?  
Do you even want to be holy?   
When you think of a ‘holy person,’ who do you think of?” 
 

Maybe you think of a holy person as someone who never smiles, or has an attitude of being 
“holier than thou.”   I don’t want to be that person! 
 

Some of us grew up under very legalistic standards of holiness; “Good Christians don’t dance, 
drink, smoke, or chew—or run around with those who do.” In reaction, we might want to be a 
“cool Christian,” who discusses the Bible over a beer, or still says grace at mealtime, but holds up 
a cell phone so that people will think they are talking to someone else – which they are, just not 
on that cell phone.  
 

Others think of a holy person as one who is super-spiritual. She prays an hour a day and gets text 
messages from God. Since none of us can measure up to that, we might assume that we are not 
the holy type. 
 

BUT THE TRUTH IS, YOU ARE HOLY! 
 

What does it mean to be holy?  
The literal meaning of the word is to be “set apart,” which in the Bible means, “set apart as 
belonging to God and for His personal use.” 
 

In the Old Testament, priests were set apart as “holy unto the Lord,” they were set apart to 
perform special services for God, to receive the sacrifices that the people offered to God. They 
didn’t earn the title of “holy” they inherited from their parents who were first appointed that 
position simply because they were the children of Aaron. 
 

In fact, the entire nation of Israel was set apart as holy. Were the Israelites holy because they 
were better than most people? Certainly not; you know their history.  
In Deuteronomy 7:7-8, Moses explains why they were declared “holy”.  

“The Lord did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more 
numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. But it was because 
the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you out 
with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of 
Pharaoh king of Egypt.”  

The people of Israel were declared to be “holy,” special to God, because He had made promises 
to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. 
 

The same is true for all of us who now call ourselves “Christian.”  We are declared by God to be 
“holy” because Christ Jesus died in our place, so that we might be forgiven our sin and set apart 
as a member of God’s holy family.  But of course God wants the members of His holy family to 
live lives in accordance with His values, to be useful for His purposes, which is what Leviticus 
chapter 19 is all about: how to live as one of God’s holy people in this world. 
 

Let me tell you another interesting fact about Leviticus 19.  The phrase, “I am the Lord your 
God,” is repeated 16 times in this one chapter; usually after another command for how we are to 
live with other people.  That phrase then is a clue, a guide, a way of emphasizing that God is 



saying, “this is what you should be doing,“ when He says, “You shall be holy, for I the Lord 
your God am holy.”  What God is saying is, the best way to live a holy life in this world, is to do 
what God would be doing for you if He were your neighbor. 
 

Several years ago, the phrase, what would Jesus do  (WWJD), became a popular way of 
encouraging people to think and respond like Jesus – which is also have them living a holy life the 
way God would live it.  That is still a powerful phrase for guiding all our choices in life and it is 
exactly what Leviticus 19 is trying to teach us. 
 

So, if you want to live a holy life, to be doing what God wants you to do, you would first expect to 
live by the Ten Commandments.  Thus it is no surprise that you can find all of the 
Commandments repeated in this chapter, but presented in a different order from the original list 
that you might have memorized, because wrapped around them are listed other various 
commands which expand upon the Commandments especially regarding how you should treat 
your neighbor; your neighbor being defined as everyone other than yourself. 
 

So when this chapter opens by saying “be holy .... revere your mother and father and keep My 
Sabbaths,  what it is saying is that you should show the same respect to your parents that you 
would show to God.  And you should show your respect to God by honoring His holy day, keeping 
the holy rest that He has commanded for you on that day. 
 

Near its end, this chapter also says.... 
 
 
 
 

 

 So we are also expected to give the same honor and deference to ALL senior citizens that we 
would give to our own parents and to God.  We are to show our respect for older people by 
rising to our feet to honor them when they enter our presence (now you know where that 
tradition came from).   
 

We are also to give the aged our “deference,” which is one of those weighty old-fashioned 
words we don’t hear much anymore.  What deference means is, “to be polite to another person, 
to show them respect, to put their interests first, to listen to and to honor their opinions.”  As 
God’s holy person, think about this deference you are expected to show an older person the next 
time one enters your presence.  By closing this command with the phrase, I am the Lord your 
God, God is telling us “this is what I expect you to do as my holy people.” 
 

In a similar way as you read through this chapter, you find many more practical expansions on 
how to obey the Ten Commandments, to be holy, especially in relation to those around you... 
your neighbors. 

 
 
 
 

 

These commandments are then surrounded by instructions not to steal from the poor by leaving 
portions of your wheat and grape harvest for your hungry neighbor (Leviticus 19:9).  Neither should 
you ever cheat your neighbor, who is both the person living next to you but also the laborers 
working for you. Nor should you spread malicious rumors about your neighbor, or do anything 

You shall rise before the aged, and defer to the old; and you shall fear your God: I am the Lord.  

Leviticus 19:32 

You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you shall not lie to one another. 

Leviticus 19:11 



else that would hinder their ability to prosper.  The Hebrew language literally says, you shall not 
stand on your neighbor, I am the Lord  (Lev. 16, literal translation). 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Which brings us to the central command in this chapter, the one which Jesus included along with 
loving God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength, as being both the most important 
commands of all and in complete fulfillment of all the others:   

You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your neighbor, or 
you will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of 
your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 

 

You shall love your neighbor as yourself (vs. 19), is simply the summary of this whole 
paragraph. 
 

First, notice that verse 17 contains a command which only you and God can know if you are being 
obedient: You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin  (“kin” in this case – as Jesus 
would later point out – includes everyone you relate to).  But you do have a responsibility to 
correct your neighbor when you see them straying – lest you be guilty of ignoring sin. 
 

Now I know that this idea, “reproving your neighbor,” along with the supposed abuses of “,being 
your neighbor’s keeper,” has been regularly criticized and satirized in “Church Lady” skits through 
the years.  For instance, echoing the modern, “tolerate everything” attitude in our culture, lifestyle 
author Alexandra Stoddard wrote, we all have neighbors. Greet them on the sidewalk or in the 
elevator, but try not to peer through their windows. Windows are to look out from, not into.  Yet 
the Bible teaches that part of truly loving your neighbor also includes being responsible for 
helping them live a God honoring life.  
 

Thus, as a holy person, you cannot hate, bear a grudge, or take vengeance against your neighbor 
and you should try to help them live the best life they possibly can. In other words, you are to 
treat them with the same love and concern by which you hope yourself will be treated.  The 
Golden Rule – do unto others as you would have them do unto you - is just the action 
application of this command.  
 

There is so much more interesting material in this chapter, all of which we will try to explore 
during our Something More Bible Study this coming Tuesday, but for now we need to jump 
forward to Jesus’ day to see how He passed along the teachings of Leviticus 19.   
 

Realize that in Matthew, chapter five, after giving us the Beatitudes – blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall receive mercy, blessed are the peacemakers ... which are basically Jesus’ description 
of being neighborly, the rest of His Sermon on the Mount,  is largely an exposition on portions 
of Leviticus, chapter 19 and especially verse 17.  His declaration that anyone who is angry or 
insulting of their brother – their neighbor – which Jesus said according to God’s way of thinking, is 
equal to murdering them, is merely a restatement of You shall not hate in your heart anyone 
.... you shall love your neighbor as yourself (Mt. 5:21-22, Leviticus 19:17-18).   
 

You shall not hate in your heart anyone ...  you shall reprove your neighbor ...You shall not take 

vengeance or bear a grudge you shall love your neighbor as yourself:  I am the Lord.  

Leviticus 19:17-18 



Then near the end of His sermon, Jesus brings up a current distortion of this ancient Godly 
command:  you have heard that it said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy,” 
which Jesus then turns back around saying, but I say to you, Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven.  In 
other words, love all your neighbors as yourself... 
 

 
 
 
 
 

He then concludes His sermon with, Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect,  
which is the same as that ancient command, You shall be holy, for I the Lord Your God am 
holy.  
 

Once, a lawyer challenged Jesus’ summary of the greatest command, to love God with all your 
heart, mind, soul, and strength; and your neighbor as yourself.   The lawyer wanted to know, 
who qualified as his neighbor?  So Jesus told the story of the Good Samaritan which brought him 
to the conclusion that your neighbor is the one who shows mercy ... go and do likewise 
(Luke 10:37). 
 

Reflecting on Jesus’ teaching, Fred Rogers concluded, “when we look at what is best in the 
person we happen to be with at the moment, we are doing what God does, so in 
appreciating our neighbor we are participating in something truly sacred.”   
 

Now you know why Fred Rogers called everyone “NEIGHBOR.” 
 

So what should you take home from today’s message?   
 
Simply, that the best way to live a holy, God honoring life, is to love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, mind, soul, and strength; and to love every other person you meet as yourself.  But 
you already knew that.  Now it’s just a matter of putting it into practice today, tomorrow and 
every day for the rest of your life. 
 

Let’s ask God for the strength love everyone His way.  
 
 

                                               RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD 

Worship Song                                         “Do Justly”                                                           Bob Fitts  

  

Affirmation of Faith                               Celtic Creed   

We believe in God above us, maker and sustainer of all life, of sun and moon, of water and 

earth, of male and female. We believe in God beside us, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 

born of woman, servant of the poor, tortured and nailed to a tree. A man of sorrows, He died 

forsaken. He descended into the earth to the place of death. On the third day He rose from the 

tomb. He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present and His kingdom will come on earth. 

We believe in God within us, the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, life-giving breath of the Church, 

Spirit of healing and forgiveness, source of resurrection and of eternal life. Amen.  
 

Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 

You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy  
Matthew 5:43-48,  Leviticus 19:2 



Doxology  
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns  
 

 Prayers of the People  

Blessed Giver of All: what is love but giving? What is love, but offering back to You what we have 
already received from Your overflowing grace and care? Bless our gifts, we pray, that they may 
be used in acts of love. Bless our lives with peace and justice and mercy, so that we may pass 
those gifts on to others as we work for the coming of Your reign upon earth.  Bless our sight, so 
that as we look around us, we will see and be moved to help serve the needs of our neighbors; 
help us to see what You see and respond as You would respond. This we ask in the name or 
Your son who saw us and reached out to help us find our way home to You.  

 

Lord’s Prayer- Now let us pray together the prayer our Lord taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

Closing Song                               “May Your Presence Go With Us”                              Don Moen   
 

                                                                     THE SENDING FORTH 
 

Benediction  

As you go on your way, may the Lord Jesus Christ go with you.  May he be near you to defend 

you; may he go before you to show you the way; behind you to encourage you; beside you to 

befriend you;  above you to watch over you;  and within you to give you peace.  In the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, God forevermore.  Amen.   –Based on 10th 

century blessing 

Postlude                                                 “Great is the Lord”                                 Donald Lee Moore   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                               



                                                               Joys- March 21st      

 Joy- Larry Compter’s brother is improving   

 Joy- Linda Benton had good results from her tests, thanks you for your prayers and concerns   

 Joy- the Cram’s and Kibbey’s have received first vaccine  

 Joy- John Blair thanks everyone for their continued contributions  
 

                                                          Concerns- March 21st                                                                                                        

Avery: Rev. Frank and for Tinkie who has dementia 

Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) health issues   

     Eunice- sciatica, torn rotator cuff, doing better 

Benton: Roger (friend)  in rehab   

     Linda Crawford- (friend) chemotherapy  

Blair: Katy Neel- (LHS student) lymphoma- chemo    

     Tonya Blair’s friend-(Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer  

Boone: Jim Hedrick - (friend) cancer 

     Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer 

     Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer 

     Dennis Sulka - terminal pancreatic cancer  

     Garland Craun- therapy   

     Dan Bartz- (brother-in-law) doing better  

     Jean Cannaday-(cousin) in hospital, covid complications     

Compter: two brothers- unbelievers   

      Prayers for friends to come to the Lord 

      Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s  

      Michael Compter-(brother) heart failure  

Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems 

     Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care 

     Ryan- (grandson) searching for his faith  

     Rick Fortune- (friend) covid ICU 

     Avery Hardy-(neighbors 2yr granddaughter) burns, needing grafts 

     John Light- (friend) in hospital with covid  

DeWitt- Tammy’s mom is home, dad more hip surgery   

Dills: Katy Neel- lymphoma- chemo  

Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self- esteem 

      Their children- having difficulties  

      Linda Marcet- (Friend) lumpectomy  

Foster: Tom- home with heart monitor  

      Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer  

      Marian Kelly- (friend) breast cancer, mother’s caretaker   

      Craig Nielson-(nephew) in hospital with covid  

      Howard-(Tom’s brother) thyroid and other health issues  

      Ron- (brother-in-law) appendectomy     

 

 



Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis   

      Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer 

      Katherine Saunders- (Hugh’s daughter) hospice     

Grigg: Danny Miller- (co-worker) bladder cancer  

Harris: Judy- throat and ear pain, more surgery in April  

Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder 

      Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems 

Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s   

     Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration  

     Grandson- alcoholism  

     Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer 

Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems             

    Steven-(son’s boss) going blind 

    Norma Jean- (Gayle’s sister) medical issues 

Morris: Lisa (Robert’s wife) lung cancer, undergoing treatment  

Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders 

     Forensic scientists who deal with crime      

     Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home  

     Ron – back brace, going through therapy, at VA Baptist rehab  

Parker: Nithi & Angie Abraham, Nithi life threatening cancer  

Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson) 

     Scott- (son-in-law) doing well, still undergoing chemo     

     Ronnie- worried about children  

Scheurer: Jim Hedrick-(friend) cancer, partial lung removed   

     Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer  

     Sonny- (son) colon cancer, taking radiation and chemo  

Smith: Dorothy Smith (John’s mother) pray she comes to the Lord 

     Bill & Marie Walker- (Sonya’s parents) continue doing well 

Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer 

Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems 

     Mike Elliston- asthma 

     Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer, covid-19  

     Russell- upcoming knee surgery, May 5th  

Toney:  Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer  

     Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment 

Van Dyke: Donna Mannel- (friend) MS   

 

Prayers for all front line workers, Drs, nurses, first responders  

Prayers for our nation and our President  

Prayers for those dealing with loneliness       

Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation 

Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and healing for those infected  

Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different  

 



          

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in 

memory of Chad Noell on his birthday, Becky Noell. 

                         

 

 

  

                  Three more ways to support Bedford Presbyterian  

  

CREDIT CARD!   -- If you wish to make a donation to the Church using your 
credit card, go to the Bedford Presbyterian Website and look for the DONATE 
button.  Donations through the website will be charged a 2% processing fee by 
the Presbyterian Foundation.   

CLICK for more information: https://www.bedfordpresbyva.org/donate.html 

   

SHOP ONLINE! – on your web browser or cell phone app shop at 

Amazon Smile  (smile.amazon.com). Register Bedford Presbyterian 

as your charity of choice and Amazon will .5% of your entire eligible 

purchase price to the church.   

                                        CLICK for more information:  https://smile.amazon.com/ 

 

SHOP IN THE STORE – Link your Kroger Card to Bedford Presbyterian Church 

as your charity of choice and a percentage of all your purchases will be 

contributed to the church.  

Click for more information:  https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards 

 

                          It’s not much.... but every little bit helps. 

  
The funds raised by the 175th campaign are nearly depleted 

and a new campaign “Moving in Faith” has begun to 
address some exterior maintenance and repair issues, as 
well as some interior lighting upgrades. Some items are 

critical such as painting the steeple. Others, like new doors 
to the fellowship hall and sanctuary are not so critical but 

will soon become so. Our goal is $45,000.00 over the next 
two years. Move forward in faith and give to the “Moving in 

Faith” capital campaign. 
 
 

https://www.bedfordpresbyva.org/donate.html
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards


Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.  

You can mail your pledge or contribution (also 5 ¢ a meal and Heifer) or you 

 can drop by the office,  Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4pm. 
 

 

 Activities for week of March 21st                                           

 Sunday: 10 am Worship  

                 Session                                    

 Monday: Quilters- 6 pm              

 Tuesday: 3 pm Something More, in-person and ZOOM 

 Sunday: March 28th                                        

                10 am Worship   

                  
                  

                                                                     

March Birthdays 

Ronnie Saunders 24 
 

March Anniversaries 

Richard & Elizabeth Creasy -24 
 

      
 

 Here’s a list of our shut-ins, please take time to send a card or  

give them a call, to let them know you are thinking of them.  
 

Covid Shut-ins  

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Cram 

Mr. & Mrs. Lester Heinrich  

Mr. & Mrs. Dick Kibbey  

Mr. & Mrs. Al Mauser  

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Morris 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Neal 

Ms. Lynne Palmer  

Mrs. Christine Riley  

Mrs. Judy Toney 

Ms. Gloria Saunders 

Mr. Ronnie Saunders 

Ms. Mary Wilkes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Long Term Shut-ins 

Anne Arthur 

Rev. Frank & Tinkie Avery 

Pat Clarke 

Janet Eagler 

Ann Fowler 

Dorinda Hopkins 

 Doris Koch 

  Ruby Page 

 

 

 

 

 


