Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2021 (177 Years)

Week of March 14, 2021
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service.
Included will be the usual newsletter information, along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

THE APPROACH TO GOD
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you

“Come With Us, O Blessed Jesus”

Prelude

Dale Wood

Words of Welcome and Announcements
 A reminder that Something More has resumed meeting on Tuesdays, at 3 pm.
 For other announcements, be sure to read the rest of the bulletin
Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 19)
One: This we know that The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;
All: the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple;
One: the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;
All: the commandments of the Lord are clear, enlightening the eyes; more to be
desired are they then gold; sweeter also than the drippings of the honeycomb.
One: Let us obey all God’s commands and worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.
“Immortal, Invisible”

Hymn of Praise

Walter Chalmers Smith

Prayer of Confession (adapted from Psalm 19)
The ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. Moreover by them is your
servant warned and in keeping them there is great reward. But who can detect their errors?
Clear me from hidden faults. Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them
have dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless and innocent of great transgression. Let
the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to You, O Lord, my rock
and my redeemer.
Assurance of Pardon
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
“Glory be to the Father”

Gloria

Hymn 734

PROCLAIMING THE WORD OF GOD
Time for all God’s Children
Scripture
Praise Song

Leviticus 18:1-6, 20:7-10, 1 Corinthians 6:13-20
“Praise Him”

Lynn DeShazo

Sermon

Sacred Sexuality
In his study guide for today’s text, Chuck Swindoll remarks, isn’t it
interesting “that the book of Leviticus is the first book studied by a Jewish

child; yet is often among the last books of the Bible to be studied by a
Christian.” Today’s readers are often put off by these lists of laws

regarding diet, sacrifice, social and sexual behavior. But it is within these
highly detailed directives that we discover the all-encompassing holiness of God and we can learn
how sin devastates our relationship with Him.
Unlike the other four books of the Pentateuch, Leviticus tells no stories and gives few
historical accounts; it is as it declares itself to be, a book of regulations for how the nation of
Israel can live in a right relationship with their holy God. The phrase, “I am the Lord your God”
is repeated over 23 times within its 27 chapters. And the phrase be holy, usually paired with
because I am holy, occurs over 10 times; often with both of these phrases coupled together,
such as in this verse which we find in today’s text:
Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy for I am the Lord your God. Keep my statutes, and
observe them; I am the Lord; I sanctify you. Leviticus 20:7-8

An interesting thing to note about this verse is that the words consecrate and sanctify mean
the same thing. God is saying, in response to the fact that I am the one who makes you holy,
you need to be living a holy life.
So, if you learn nothing else from the book of Leviticus, learn this: our Holy God takes our
own striving to live a holy life very seriously. Why? Because our sin – our lack of holiness - is what most quickly severs the relation which He would have with us.
And yet these days, most Americans seem to be in full rebellion against any such moral laws
imposed upon them other than those of their own making. Which is what makes Leviticus
chapters 18 and 20 among the most controversial, quickly rejected portions in our
entire Bible. Because these chapters list God’s rules for how to maintain our own sexual
holiness before our holy God. They also list the capital consequences that once were mandated
for breaking those rules; both of which now grate against our culture’s very libertarian attitude
towards all things sexual.
A man went to see a psychiatrist, and told him, "I’ve been doing some bad things, Doc,

and my conscience is really troubling me."

The psychiatrist replied: "And so you want something that will help STRENGTHEN your will

power?"

“Well actually,” the man replied, "I was thinking of something that might help weaken my

conscience."

Such is the sad moral condition of our world today: we don’t want to feel guilty for doing what we
know to be wrong. But before we go any further looking into God’s prohibitions against certain
types of sexual relations, we need to learn the origin of WHY sexuality has become such a
hot button issue in our world.
In his commentary on Leviticus, Warren Wiersbe noted that...

We live in a sex-saturated society. It smiles at couples [living together outside of
marriage], encourages abortion as a means of birth control, promotes and endorses kinky
sex as a form of entertainment, claims that moral absolutes don’t exist, and really believes
that people can violate moral standards and escape the consequences. Fulton J. Sheen
was right when he said, “The Victorians pretended sex did not exist; the moderns pretend
that nothing else exists.’’ (Wiersbe, p.228)
So why does our world seem so obsessed with all things sexual?
I believe the answer can be found in the fact that not only is the sex drive one of our most
powerful instincts, but it was also originally designed into us by God – before humankind’s fall.
God “created humankind in his image ... male and female he created them and blessed
them, and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; (Gen.
1:27-28).
So the sexual nature that was built into us is in some way a reflection of God’s character, God’s
image within us – Let us make humankind in our image. Thus our sexuality was not intended to
be a source of temptation and evil, but rather a natural part of our holy life.
Notice also that marriage was the first command given by God to these as yet holy
sexual beings. God intended for these first two and for every man and woman following them,
to express their fruitfulness by leaving their parental homes, “cleaving together and becoming
one flesh,” thus forming a new God honoring family. Our sexual experiences within the bounds
of marriage were thus intended to be a joyous, sacred, reflection of both “God’s image,” His
personal nature which He designed into us and His blessing upon our lives.
There is some aspect of our multiplying and subduing the earth within the relationship
of a faithful marriage that reflects both God’s personal character and also His hope for
the life we live.
So, it is not surprising with humanity’s rebellion and subsequent alienation from God that both our
sexual nature and the institution of marriage were not only corrupted but have ever since come
under constant attack by Satan: both of these having been created before the fall and declared by
God to be “very good!”
Which brings us to the reason why God had to give His new nation of Israel such specific rules -as found here in Leviticus -- for maintaining sexual purity. Because the Egyptian world from
which they had just left and the Canaanite world into which they were now moving practiced all
these forms of sexual immorality that are listed out in these chapters.
God declared that it was because of rampant sexual perversity and their practice of such
“abominations,” that the Canaanites had “defiled” the very land in which they had lived and which
was now causing that land to vomit them out. God further warned the Israelites that should they
begin to copy these forbidden sexual sins then the land would vomit them out as well (such very

dramatic imagery for how personal sin can pollute both the surrounding community and destroy
an entire culture cf. Leviticus 18:24-30).
Chapter 18 concludes with this warning.
So keep My charge not to commit any of these abominations that were done before you, and not to defile
yourselves by them: I am the Lord your God. Leviticus 18:30

Let’s now let’s take a summary look at of these rules in chapter 18.

The chapter opens with God telling Moses ...

Speak to the people of Israel and say to them: I am the Lord your God. You shall not do as
they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in the land
of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not follow their statutes. My ordinances
you shall observe and my statutes you shall keep, following them: I am the Lord your God.
You shall keep my statutes and my ordinances; by doing so you shall live: I am the Lord.
(Leviticus 18:1-5)

And then verse 6...

None of you shall approach anyone near of kin to uncover their nakedness: I am the Lord. Leviticus 18:6

“To uncover their nakedness” is a euphemism for having a sexual relationship with another
person. What verse 6 described in summary, verses 7-18 then go into specific detail listing out all
the variations of both blood relatives and in-laws from which such relations were prohibited.
Why such detail? I can only speculate that like argumentative children who keep asking “but
what about...,” the Israelites had to have every prohibited angle covered. Simply put,
maintaining one’s holiness before God does not allow marriage with any other relative
related to you by blood or by marriage, up to including polygamy which is covered by
the ban on marrying sisters or mothers and daughters (vs.17-18).
Interestingly, there was one Biblical exception to these marriage bans, which was the
“redemption” obligation placed upon the brother of a man who dies childless, to marry his widow
and with her raise a child in his brother’s name, so that none of the Hebrew families might
disappear from the land (Deuteronomy 25:5-10)
Verse 21 prohibits the offering of children in sacrifice to Molech, which in a pagan religion was
done strangely enough to somehow increase the fertility of the land. God declared that such
casual giving away of a child’s life was an insult against Him as that child’s creator.
Verses 22 and 23 then very clearly ban both homosexual acts and bestiality calling both of these
an “abomination” – that which is an personal affront to God – and a “perversion” – that which
is a distortion of the human character. These prohibitions are again repeated in Chapter 20 –
with the death penalty prescribed for anyone caught doing so. Thus, no one can say that the
Bible does not clearly speak against these modern liberated sexual practices which are actually as
old as Sodom and Gomorrah.
But also be very careful to note that the Bible does not condemn such attractions, only the
actions. In our own personal striving for holiness within the fallen and twisted world in which we
have grown, we may have to fight many internal battles with an attraction to various things
personally harmful or prohibited, but only by our actions are we condemned.
Wiersbe concluded his commentary on this portion of Leviticus by remarking that
since God created us as sexual beings and blessed monogamous marriage as the only
sacred relationship in which two humans might live, He has every right to establish the
regulations that control such relationships. And our continued obedience will help protect
these wonderful blessings from the defilements of the world. The laissez faire attitude of
our modern world that says “anything goes’’ is not for the Christian. When it comes to
moral standards, we [Christians] are becoming more and more a persecuted remnant, but
we dare not retreat. (W.229)

Of course, under the laws of the Old Covenant, people who violated
these sexual prohibitions, or who sacrificed their children, or who
consulted with witches were to be put to death. But, under the new
Covenant of Grace obtained for us by Christ Jesus. Those who have
committed such sins can repent of their sin, can be forgiven and just
like you, me, and all other sinners can be reborn as God’s child. But
it is also clear that having been forgiven and welcomed into God’s family, God still
expects us to remove such sins from our lives and to pursue the same level of holiness
that He asked of the Israelites under the Old Covenant -- God still says to us, “you shall
be holy for I am holy” ( 1 Peter 1:16 cf. 2 Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 5:1–10; and Colossians 3:1–7).
Before we conclude today, I would add one more explanation, this time from our new Testament
lesson as to why God apparently is so hung up on sex.
As I pointed out earlier, God had originally made us as sexual beings designed to “cleave and
become one flesh” according to His image, which we recognize as a spiritual attribute, since
multiple times God has assured us that He is only a spirit. Thus, our act of becoming faithfully
and spiritually “one” with our spouse is in some way a reflection of the unity that is shared
between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus has also told us, when we come to God by faith, this
same Spirit of our triune God then comes to live with and within us in the same faithfully singular
relationship. Which is what we had originally been designed to do... as Paul’s letter to the
Corinthian Christians would teach us.
your body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for your body... do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you
1 Corinthians 6:13-19

Then, using Biblical language describing marriage – of the two becoming one flesh – Paul pointed
out that any Christian seeking sexual pleasure through fornication would literally be bringing the
Spirit of God into bed with a prostitute (once more a compelling mental image as to why God
would consider such actions an “abomination).”
That is why Paul declares that such sexual sins actually harm “the body itself,” referring not only
to your own spiritually indwelt physical body, but also the body of Christ of which you have
become a part.
And so Paul concludes
you are not your own! For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.
1 Corinthians 6:20

The only other thing I would share with you about your “sacred sexuality,” is to remind you that
we are primarily spiritual beings, who due to our alienation from God now live and
interact somewhat blindly within the physical and spiritual world where we currently
reside. Thus we desperately need to live in a restored relationship with God, so that He might
guide us around the many temptations and pitfalls that exist in our fallen world. Those choices
which we then make according to God’s design for our lives and in accordance with his laws, will
cause us to be “blessed” in this life. While those laws which we break especially in relation to the
sacredness of our sexuality, will cause much more personal spiritual damage than we can
imagine. So as Paul has instructed, let us flee from all such temptations.
Let’s pray about this.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD
Worship Song

“I Am Not My Own”

Jeremy Zeyl

Affirmation of Faith (adapted from Psalm 37: 23-24)
Creed
[Through faith in Christ Jesus] we were taught to put away our former way of life, our old self,
corrupt and deluded by its lusts, and to be renewed in the spirit of our minds and to clothe
ourselves with the new self, created according to the likeness of God in true righteousness and
holiness. So then, putting away falsehood let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we
are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger
and do not make room for the devil.
Doxology
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People

Father, we ask You to bless not only our friends and relatives, but all those that You care deeply
for. Show them a new revelation of Your love and power. Holy Spirit, we ask You to minister to
their spirit at this very moment. Where there is pain, give them Your peace and mercy. Where
there is self-doubt, release a renewed confidence through Your grace. Where there is need, we
ask You to meet their needs above and beyond what they even expect. Bless their homes,
families, finances, their goings and their comings. We ask this in the name of Your son our
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer- Now let us pray together the prayer our Lord taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Closing Song

“May Your Presence Go With Us”

Don Moen

THE SENDING FORTH
Benediction (Jude 24-25)
To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence
without fault and with great joy -- To the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and
authority, through Jesus Christ our lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
Postlude

“Toccata”

Theodore Dubois

Joys- March 14th
Joy- Tom continues to improve and on less oxygen
Joy- Van Dyke, son Jeff, 2 yr job anniversary and a top seller
Joy- to see Eunice and Jay Barnes in church
Concerns- March 14th
Avery: Rev. Frank and for Tinkie who has dementia
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) health issues
Eunice- sciatica, torn rotator cuff, doing better
Benton: Roger (friend) in rehab
Linda Crawford- (friend) mass on lung (after beating cancer)
Linda- personal health problems
Blair: Katy Neel- (LHS student) lymphoma- chemo
Tonya Blair’s friend-(Shelly Longnecker) recurring cancer
Boone: Jim Hedrick - (friend) recovering from partial lung removal
Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Dennis Sulka - terminal pancreatic cancer
Garland Craun- dehydrated, in hospital
Dan Bartz- (brother-in-law) bleeding from port in neck
Jean Cannaday-(cousin) in hospital, covid complications
Casdorph: friend who had quadruple bypasses
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter-(brother) heart failure
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for his faith
Rick Fortune- (friend) covid ICU
Avery Hardy-(neighbors 2yr granddaughter) burns, needing grafts
John Light- (friend) in hospital with covid
DeWitt- Tammy’s mom in rehab, dad more hip surgery
Dills: Katy Neel- lymphoma- chemo
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self- esteem
Their children- having difficulties
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer
Marian Kelly- (friend) breast cancer, mother’s caretaker
Craig Nielson-(nephew) in hospital with covid
Howard-(Tom’s brother) thyroid and other health issues
Tom- on oxygen, doing better
Goodman: Charles- health issues, heart monitor, dialysis
Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Katherine Saunders- (Hugh’s daughter) hospice

Grigg: Danny Miller- (co-worker) bladder cancer
Harris: Judy- throat and ear pain, more surgery in April
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Norma Jean- (Gayle’s sister) medical issues
Meyers: Patty- doing better, back at work
Morris: Lisa (Robert’s wife) lung cancer, beginning treatment
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Ron – back brace, going through therapy, maybe going to rehab
Parker: Nithi & Angie Abraham, Nithi life threatening cancer
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) doing well, still undergoing chemo
Ronnie- worried about children
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick-(friend) cancer, partial lung removed
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny- (son) colon cancer, taking radiation and chemo
Smith: Dorothy Smith (John’s mother) moved into assisted living; pray she comes to the Lord
Bill & Marie Walker- (Sonya’s parents) continue doing well
Stetson: Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Mike Elliston- asthma
Bill Gray- loss of leg, cancer, covid-19
Russell- upcoming knee surgery, May 5th
Toney: Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel- (friend) MS
Prayers for all front line workers, Drs, nurses, first responders
Prayers for our nation and our President
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness
Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and healing for those infected
Prayers to speak and listen to those who are different

The flowers are given to the Glory of God and in
memory of Paul and Ruth Nauman and Samson and
Geraldine Boone, our beloved parents,
by Sammy & Christy Boone

Bedford Christian Ministries is in need of the following:
Mixers
Toasters
Coffee Makers
Can Openers- manual and electric
Microwaves
Blenders
Air Fryers
Towels/ Wash Cloths
Full, Queen and King, sheet sets
Diapers
School Supplies
If you can help, you can drop off your purchases at BCM, Monday, Tuesday and Friday or at
the church office.

Three more ways to support Bedford Presbyterian
CREDIT CARD! -- If you wish to make a donation to the Church using your
credit card, go to the Bedford Presbyterian Website and look for the DONATE
button. Donations through the website will be charged a 2% processing fee by
the Presbyterian Foundation.
CLICK for more information: https://www.bedfordpresbyva.org/donate.html

SHOP ONLINE! – on your web browser or cell phone app shop at
Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com). Register Bedford Presbyterian
as your charity of choice and Amazon will .5% of your entire eligible
purchase price to the church.
CLICK for more information: https://smile.amazon.com/

SHOP IN THE STORE – Link your Kroger Card to Bedford Presbyterian Church
as your charity of choice and a percentage of all your purchases will be
contributed to the church.
Click for more information: https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
It’s not much.... but every little bit helps.

The funds raised by the 175th campaign are nearly depleted
and a new campaign “Moving in Faith” has begun to
address some exterior maintenance and repair issues, as
well as some interior lighting upgrades. Some items are
critical such as painting the steeple. Others, like new doors
to the fellowship hall and sanctuary are not so critical but
will soon become so. Our goal is $45,000.00 over the next
two years. Move forward in faith and give to the “Moving in
Faith” capital campaign.

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution (also 5 ¢ a meal and Heifer) or you
can drop by the office, Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4pm.
Activities for week of March 14th
Sunday: 10 am Worship
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Prayer time in fellowship hall after service
Monday: Quilters- 6 pm
Tuesday: 3 pm Something More, in-person and ZOOM
Sunday: March 21st
10 am Worship
Session
Prayer time in fellowship hall after service

March Birthdays
Jagger Creasy 14
Maggie DeWitt 17
Nick DeWitt 18
Ronnie Saunders 24
March Anniversaries
Roy & Sally Cram -19
Richard & Elizabeth Creasy -24
Here’s a list of our shut-ins, please take time to send a card or
give them a call, to let them know you are thinking of them.
Covid Shut-ins
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Cram
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Heinrich
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Kibbey
Mr. & Mrs. Al Mauser
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Neal
Ms. Lynne Palmer
Mrs. Christine Riley
Mrs. Judy Toney
Ms. Gloria Saunders
Mr. Ronnie Saunders
Ms. Mary Wilkes

Long Term Shut-ins
Anne Arthur
Rev. Frank & Tinkie Avery
Pat Clarke
Janet Eagler
Ann Fowler
Dorinda Hopkins
Doris Koch
Ruby Page

