Bedford Presbyterian Church
105 West Main Street, Bedford, Virginia
From 1844 to 2020 (176 Years)

Week of December 13th
We will continue sending out this combination of the newsletter and bulletin to keep you
up to date on announcements, prayers, needs and scheduled activities for those that are
uncomfortable to attend service.
Included will be the usual newsletter information, along with prayers, scripture and a sermon.
We hope that you can utilize this format to keep up to date while being away from actual services,
meetings, activities and watching the online sermon.
Please be in prayer for the end of the coronavirus and healing for those affected by it.

A Biblically Guided Christian Community,
Loving God, Loving Others,
Serving the World & Growing Disciples

The Approach to God
One: The peace of Christ be with you
All: And Also with you
Prelude

“God Rest You, Merry Gentlemen”

Tone Chimes

Words of Welcome and Announcements.
 Due to limited attendance for our Christmas Eve service, we are asking that those with
family or friends visiting, to please watch on YouTube.
 Prayer time will follow the service in the fellowship hall
 Something More will now meet at 3 pm on Tuesdays
 Any other announcements are in the bulletin.
Lighting of the Advent Candle- Peace
The Flemings
Speaker 1: The light glowing from our Advent wreath is burning brighter. This radiance warms our
hearts and fills us with joy! The Lord has done great things for us. Let us rejoice.
Speaker 2: Today we light the candles of HOPE, of PEACE and now the candle of JOY, because
our promised Savior is coming to fill our hearts and one day our whole world with joy.
Speaker 3: "May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves" (Psalm
126:5-6).
The first three candles are lit.
Congregation: Dear God, we carry many burdens and worry over many things. Help us to hear
Your promise in this Advent season, that in hearing, we may receive the Spirit's gift of joy. May our
spirits be kept sound at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
Advent Hymn

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Hymn #182

Prayer of Confession:
Dear God, Your angels promise us good news and sing of peace on earth. But we know that
many people still suffer, in our own homes and around the world. We are sorry for those times
when we have hurt others. We are sorry for keeping for ourselves, that which we should share.
Hiding our light, shutting up our joy within our homes for only family and friends, denying peace for
those with whom we should be reconciling. This Advent season, help us start over so that our light
may shine, our joy may be infectious and Your peace that passes all understanding, may be gifted
to all who seek it. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon: Isaiah 2: 1-4
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his
ways and that we may walk in his paths.’... He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate

for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruninghooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
One: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel.
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Through Jesus Christ we have been born again to
new life.
“Glory Be to the Father”

Gloria

Proclaiming the Word of God
Time for all God’s Children
Special Music
Scripture

“Calypso Lullaby”

Women’s Trio

Exodus 31: 1-11

Sermon:
Gifted for Ministry
Over the years God has called all kinds of people to do special jobs in His service. In Old
Testament times, God chose certain people to be prophets, priests and kings filling them with His
Spirit and gifting them with the abilities to accomplish His mission. One of the distinctions
between their day and ours, is that following Christ’s resurrection, God now pours out His Spirit
on ALL who come to him in faith, connecting us together into one huge spiritual family, both for
our mutual support and also for doing His kingdom work here on Earth (Acts 2:14-18, Eph. 4:8-16) As
the Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian Church,
there are varieties of gifts, services and activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in
everyone for the common good.
1 Corinthians 12:4-7

there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; varieties of services, but the same Lord;
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each
is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
1 Corinthians 12:4-7
Then Paul went on to list some of the many gifts which you would expect to find ministering in a
church: wisdom, faith, healing, working miracles, prophesying, teaching, etc. But what about all
the other regular people in church, the artists, musicians, craftsmen, construction workers,
business people and blue collar laborers even those whom Mike Rowe celebrates doing the
dirtiest of jobs at the bottom of society – do these people have gifts for ministry?
The glib answer of course is “CERTAINLY.” But that begs the question, what then are their gifts
that can be used in ministry? Does the brick mason have to sing in the choir? Does the tailor
have to teach Sunday School? Must the Church administrative assistant also head up the
Evangelistic team?
The answer here is again “YES.” If you can sing, by all means join the choir and if you can
witness, then get out there sharing your faith. But you can also be gifted to lay bricks for
ministry, to sew clothes for ministry, to be the church’s administrative assistant for the glory of
God, this is exactly what today’s scripture passage would teach us.
---------------------------------

If you have been reading along with us in the book of Exodus, you know that in chapter 20, God
first gave the people of Israel the Ten Commandments, then in Chapters 21-23 God gave an
extensive list of laws based on those commandments to govern daily life in the Promised land. In
Chapter 24, after the People of Israel promised not once but twice to obey all these laws, the
most amazing thing happened... Moses, Aaron, their two assistants and seventy of the tribe’s
Elders went back up the mountain to have dinner with God.
There on the mountain they saw a rather impressive image of God and did not die as they fully
expected to. But just who or what did they actually see? Because God is a Spirit and even made
a point of telling Moses that no one could directly see Him and survive (Ex. 33:18-23). We will deal
with this and many other appearances of the invisible God during Tuesday’s Something More Bible
Study, but for now let’s keep moving along towards today’s topic.
After the dinner party, God called for Moses to come back up the mountain to stay for forty days,
during which time God would not only give him a set of stone tablets engraved with the law and
the commandments, but God would also describe in exquisite detail how the people were to
make a gold plated ‘ark’ – a portable box – to hold these stone tablets, along with a luxuriously
decorated tabernacle – a tent – housed within a much larger tent to serve as a place for the
people to meet with God, along with all the alters, implements, clothing and rituals needed for the
proper worship of God. This is all recorded in Exodus chapters 25-30.
Ironically, during Moses’ 40 day sojourn up on the mountain, writing down all these detailed
instructions for the proper worship of God, the people at the foot of the mountain were getting
Aaron to build golden calf around which they could dance in worship, thus dramatically breaking
both the first and second commandments that they had so recently vowed to completely obey.
But this story of the Golden Calf and God’s response will also have to wait for the new year as we
now turn our attention to WHO God had chosen and equipped to build and decorate this golden
ark and its bronze alters along with sewing and crafting both the tents and fancy clothes and
jewelry that Aaron and his sons were to wear while serving as priests. This is the topic of Exodus,
Chapter 31.
I have filled Bezalel with My spirit, and with ability, intelligence, & craftsmanship ... I have also appointed
with him Oholiab, And in all who are skillful I have put the skill, that they may make all that I have
commanded Ex 31:3-6

The Lord spoke to Moses: See, I have called by name Bezalel ... and I have filled him with
divine spirit, with ability, intelligence, and knowledge in every kind of craft, to devise
artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in
carving wood, in every kind of craft.
Moreover, I have appointed with him Oholiab and I have given skill to all the skilful, so
that they may make all that I have commanded you (Ex 31:3-6 ).
Have you ever heard of Bezalel? Few people have. Yet, this important Bible character was Godcharged and God-gifted with all the abilities needed to accomplish a major task for God.

Specifically, he would be the chief architect and construction foreman for building the Ark, the
alters and the entire rest of the Tabernacle, along with all its parts and supporting pieces. Bezalel
was both to design and execute the work as described by God along with assigning out piece
work to other craftsmen whom God had also gifted the skills to accomplish these tasks.
God had anointed Bezalel to minister – to work for the glory of God – with his hands, doing
manual labor. God had not called him to preach, he was not gifted for music and he was not
placed on the field of battle. God had gifted him with ALL the abilities to accomplish ALL the tasks
necessary – not only to design and construct but also to oversee others – in the building of God’s
Tabernacle.
Notice also that Bezalel was much more than a master multi-media craftsman, he was also an
artist from whom God expected, ‘devise artistic design’ not only to be accomplished in precious
metal work and carved wood, but also in jewelry along with priestly garments and two completely
different style of tents; one to be woven decoratively out of precious fabrics and another huge
one to protect everything while still being portable.
God also gifted the other unnamed craftsmen and craftswomen who were to work under Bezalel
for completing this massive artistic venture; everyone from gold smiths to wood workers, to
weavers and seamstresses, using their daily skills in ministry to God.
Yes, God gifted and used people like Moses, Aaron and Joshua, but He also gifts and uses people
like Bezalel! The construction work God called him to do was of such importance, that God gave
him a special anointing for the task. Moses had the spirit for administration and prophecy, Aaron
had the spirit for the priesthood and Joshua had the spirit for conquest. But Bezalel had the spirit
for artistic design and construction. Bezalel’s name actually meant ‘under God’s shadow,’
signaling that just like Moses, Aaron and Joshua, he was accomplishing all his artistic and
constructive endeavors through the inspiration of God’s spirit living within him. Bezalel was an
architect, artist and construction foreman for the glory of the Lord.
These days, people seem slow to answer God’s call to service because they fear their skills are too
common, too everyday to be suitable for God. But now you know this is not true. I doubt that
there is any job, any skill that cannot in some way be done as a ministry for the glory of God. Do
you dig water wells? The mission field is begging for your talents. The Kingdom of God needs a
multitude of workers in the various fields of labor. Each of us needs to find our place in the
service of our Lord and accept God’s anointing to fulfill that task; whether it’s preaching, praying,
building houses, digging wells, even farming ... for the glory of God.
One day a rather successful wheat farmer was out inspecting this year’s strangely
struggling crops, when miraculously the clouds overhead formed themselves into the
letters ‘PC.’ Taking this as a clear sign that he was being called instead to ‘preach Christ,’
he sold the farm and everything else he owned, bought a big tent and hit the revival
circuit. The only problem was he was a very poor speaker, who could barely draw anyone
to come hear his sermons. Disappointed and dejected he shared his difficulties with his
own pastor who lovingly suggested that perhaps all God had been advising, was that he
plant corn.

D.L. Moody (I think) once famously quipped that he would hate to see anyone whom God
had called to be a farmer shrinking down to just be a preacher.
But there was one more person whom the Bible celebrates, which I doubt even now, that you
would think of as being gifted for ministry. That person was Oholiab, whom God says that He
personally chose to be Bezalel’s assistant. Did you hear what I just said? God had not only
gifted one particular person to oversee all of the Tabernacle’s design and construction, but he had
also gifted another particular person to serve as his assistant!
What kinds of gifted skills would be needed to be an “assistant?” not necessarily artistic, or that
of a craftsman, or even construction skills, but instead organizational and interpersonal skills
needed to get tasks assigned and communicated to others and to follow them through to
deadlines. And certainly also to be a humble and diligent spirit who can understand and put up
with eccentric artists or demanding bosses. Yes you can even be gifted as was Oholiab to
minister as an assistant to another.
When you think about it, a lot of the people who were privileged to have their names recorded in
the Bible, were because they were gifted to minister as an assistant for someone else; people like
Joshua, or Barnabas and Silas who served as Paul’s missionary associates, or Pricilla and Aquila,
who as merchants, financially supported Paul, while also doing their own evangelistic witness on
the side.
Our New Testament even records the story of Dorcas, a Christian lady who simply used her dress
making skills to help clothe the poor. She wasn’t sewing together precious fabrics for the
tabernacle walls, but instead was constructing outer and inner garments along other pieces of
clothing, probably from whatever scraps she could find, for poor widows. God obviously valued
her work because he allowed Peter to raise Dorcas from the dead so that she might continue her
particular ministry (Acts 9.36-39). Every talent, every variety of task, that a Christian might turn their
hand to, can be a ministry used for the glory of the Lord.
For example, there is a couple, Travis and Leslie Graboyes, who have become friends of this
church and who usually participate in our worship services by watching the You Tube videos. Like
everyone else due to the pandemic they have been largely quarantined to their home in Fincastle
while still trying to reach out in a ministry of encouragement to others. About a month ago, Leslie
called me to ask if she might be able to send Christmas cards to our Church’s shut-ins; which I
thought was an excellent idea, so I gave her a list of names. The other day upon receiving just
such a card from the Graboyes family, I realized that what Leslie was mailing out were completely
artistically handmade cards; little pieces of art for our shut-ins to enjoy. Yes friends, you can
even be gifted with artistic abilities to minister through the making of Christmas cards. If you
received one of those cards, you now know who personally made it as a gift just for you.
There are of course plenty of other creative and communication gifts we haven’t touched on;
acting, writing, composing and playing music, computer or camera skills.
Johann Sebastian Bach, often recognized as the greatest composer in the entire world and for all
time, declared that, the aim and final end of ALL music should be none other than the glory of
God and the refreshment of the soul. I would say the same thing for all other skills as well.

All of our creativity can be used and turned into a gift of worship or ministry.
 What about scrap booking? Are you scrap bookers tired of creating pages of baby photos?
I reckon there’s a ministry opportunity waiting to happen there.
 Are you into amateur film making with your phone? TikTok or YouTube await your
awesome God-gifted abilities.
God has made us as creative beings, and many of you have creative and artistic gifts
Just itching to come out and contribute to ministry in the name of Jesus, every one of which is
one more step forward in bringing God’s kingdom to Earth.
There are varieties of gifts, services and activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone for the common good.
Let’s pray about what your next creative ministry might be.

Response to the Word of God
“In the Bleak Midwinter”

Hymn

Hymn #196

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
God, we thank You for every opportunity we have to share the good news of Your love in Jesus
the Christ, the light You sent to shine in our darkness. As we prepare once again to celebrate His
coming into our world. Bless and guide both how we live and these gifts which we share, so that
Your light may shine through us and Your peace may come to all who seek it, as we bear witness
to God's kingdom growing in our world. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer- Now let us pray together the prayer our Lord taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Taize Song

“Wait for the Lord”

Hymn #166

The Sending Forth
Benediction
The peace of God be with you; The love of Christ be with you; The comfort of God’s indwelling
Spirit be with you; And with your children; From the day that we have here today, Until the day of
the end of your lives.
Postlude

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

Dale Wood

The Poinsettias in the Sanctuary are donated by the
Fellowship Committee for your enjoyment during
this Christmas Season.

Joys- December 13th
Joy – Betty Salley, bother-in-laws surgery was successful
Joy – Al Toney is home and recovering
Heather Casdorph thanks friends and strangers who are helping look for her lost dog
Joy- Linda Benton’s friend’s mother, who had covid, is now home
Joy- Thursday was Patty’s last treatment
Concerns- December 13th
Avery: Rev. Frank and for Tinkie who has dementia
Barnes: Kim Hedrick- (friend) health issues
Eunice- sciatica, torn rotator cuff, doing better
Benton: friend’s mother who is 92 and has covid
Blair: Katy Neel- (LHS student) lymphoma- chemo
Boone: Jim Hedrick - (friend) recovering from partial lung removal
Judy Jockets- (sister’s friend) lung cancer
Jim Cutler- (LHS teacher) stage 4 lung cancer
Dennis S.- terminal pancreatic cancer
Casdorph: friend who had quadruple bypasses
That lost dog will come home
Compter: two brothers- unbelievers
Prayers for friends to come to the Lord
Bob- (friend) Parkinson’s
Michael Compter-(brother) heart failure
Cram: Winslow’s-(friends of Sally) family & medical problems
Janice Campbell-(friend) under hospice care
Ryan- (grandson) searching for his faith
Diddams: Lois- in hospital, waiting on tests
Dills: Katy Neel- lymphoma- chemo
Fleming: family dealing with addiction and self- esteem
Steve Trombecky- (friend) home recovering
Christina- (daughter) lives in Covid hotspot
Peter Klaus- (brother) motorcycle accident
Foster: Joyce Abbott- (former member) cancer
Mike Milton- (friend Donna Cone’s brother) tested positive
Marian Kelly- (friend) breast cancer, mother’s caretaker
Goodman: Randall Sales-(SRHS coach) cancer
Katherine Saunders- (Hugh’s daughter) hospice
Grigg: Danny Miller- (co-worker) bladder cancer
Heinrich: Steven - (grandson) autoimmune disorder
Barbara Lore- (Helen’s sister) heart problems
Koch: Doris- broken leg still at Berkshire

Kuhn- Kibbey: Nancy Milton- (friend) cancer, Alzheimer’s
Dot- idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis, wet macular degeneration
Grandson- alcoholism
Dan Withers- (friend) inoperative cancer
Great granddaughter has covid
Mauser: Joyce Reese- (friend) health problems
Steven-(son’s boss) going blind
Norma Jean- (Gayle’s sister) medical issues
McManis: (sister) Janet Darnold- covid and in hospital
Meyers: Patty- colon cancer, finished treatments
Mitchell: Bill- radiation treatments, prognosis great
Morris: all law enforcement, firefighters and all other first responders
Forensic scientists who deal with crime
Doris Jean Coble- (cousin) in nursing home
Murphree: Gracie & Lee- Honduras hurricane recovery
Saunders: (Ronnie) Colin Bridges- (grandson)
Scott- (son-in-law) doing well, still undergoing chemo
Scheurer: Jim Hedrick-(friend) cancer, partial lung removed
Bob Lindell-(friend) prostate cancer
Sonny- (son) colon cancer
Sandy- heart episode
Smith: Dorothy Smith (John’s mother) moved into assisted living; pray she comes to the Lord
Bill Walker- (Sonya’s father) late stage Parkinson’s
Marie Walker- (Sonya’s mother) tests on brain tumors
Stetson: David Wykle- lymphoma
Stephanie- (Ruby Lawson’s aunt) gall bladder surgery
Prayers for Deacons and Elders coming on
Clay Ramsey- thyroid cancer
Dr. Fessler- went blind
Stevens: Jackie Landis- heart problems
Mike Elliston- asthma
Zeb Cunningham- firefighter- has covid
First responders dealing with wildfires
Toney: Karen Hyde-(friend) bladder cancer
Cal Rice- (former pastor) bone cancer, refused treatment
Judy-weak, but doing better
Al- recovering
Van Dyke: Donna Mannel- (friend) MS
Families that are separated
Wilkerson: Ricky Wilkerson-(Dan’s cousin) cancer
Prayers for all front line workers, Drs, nurses, first responders
Prayers for our nation, our President and President elect
Prayers for those dealing with loneliness

Prayers for healing the divisive spirit among our leaders/nation
Prayers for an end of the coronavirus and healing for those infected
Prayers for our divided country and the violence occurring

December 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

Christmas
Eve Service
7 pm

Christmas Day

Something
More, 3 pm

6

7

8

10 am Service
Communion
Prayer Time
2nd Sunday of
Advent

Quilters,6 pm

Something
More, 3 pm.

13

14

15

10 am Service
5 ¢ a Meal
Prayer Time

Quilters, 6 pm

Something
More, 3 pm.

20

21

22

10 am Service
Session
Prayer Time
4th Sunday of
Advent

Quilters, 6 pm

No Something
More

27

28

29

10 am Service

Quilters, 6 pm

No Something
More

3rd Sunday of
Advent

Prayer Time

30

31
New Year’s
Eve

He Is Born!!!

The funds raised by the 175th campaign
are nearly depleted and a new campaign
“Moving in Faith” has begun to address
some exterior maintenance and repair
issues, as well as some interior lighting
upgrades. Some items are critical such as
painting the steeple. Others, like new doors
to the fellowship hall and sanctuary are not
so critical but will soon become so. Our goal
is $45,000.00 over the next two years.
Move forward in faith and give to the
“Moving in Faith” capital campaign.

Dear Church Family, Ken Parker of the
Bedford Boys Center in town is asking our
help with a history question... if you have such
information or know who might, please forward
it to him.
----------------------------I am researching information on the identities
of the church congregants of the Bedford
Presbyterian Church who on the dreaded
Monday morning of July 17, 1944, when
Elizabeth Teass began receiving the Western
Union Telegrams reporting the fates of our Bedford Boys. At that time, the Pastor, Rev
Dr. John Hunter Grey, opened the church up so the women of the church could come
in and cook and the men could go out to the farms to take care of the animals. All of
this was done so the boys’ families could come into town to await the dreaded
telegrams. They stayed in the church for 10 days or so. If you had parents or
grandparents who were in the church helping please give me a call at 540-425-5598 or
stop into the Bedford Boys Tribute Center. Thank you very much.
Ken Parker, Curator

Thank you for continuing to send in your contributions and pledges.
You can mail your pledge or contribution (also 5 ¢ a meal and Heifer) or you
can drop by the office, Mon-Thurs between 8 am - 4pm.
Activities for week of December 13th h
Sunday: 10 am Worship
Third Sunday of Advent
5 ¢ a Meal Offering
Prayer Time after service in the fellowship hall
Monday: Quilters- 6 pm
Tuesday: 3 pm Something More, in-person and ZOOM
Sunday: December 20th
10 am Worship
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Session
Prayer Time after service in the fellowship hall

December Birthdays
Janet Eagler- 16
Bill Mitchell - 17
Shawn Webb - 18
Kathy Chryssikos - 24
Jade Creasy - 28
Gayle Mauser - 30
December Anniversaries
Roy & Libby Monk- 20

Here’s a list of our shut-ins, please take time to send a card or
give them a call, to let them know you are thinking of them.
Covid Shut-ins
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Cram
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Heinrich
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Kibbey
Mr. & Mrs. Al Mauser
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Morris
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Neal
Ms. Lynne Palmer
Mrs. Christine Riley
Mrs. Judy Toney
Ms. Gloria Saunders
Mr. Ronnie Saunders
Ms. Mary Wilkes

Long Term Shut-ins
Anne Arthur
Rev. Frank & Tinkie Avery
Pat Clarke
Janet Eagler
Ann Fowler
Dorinda Hopkins
Doris Koch
Anna Latimer
Ruby Page

