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The April FOOL!  
 
Perhaps people just like to play tricks on each other with the start of spring because apparently the 
tradition of April Foolôs Day sprang from quite a few different historic sources. There is even a  
spurious Christian legend that since Noah foolishly sent the dove out on April 1st - too soon - looking 
for dry land, that anyone not recognizing the significance of the day should be sent on an equally fruit-
less quest: ñCould you stop by the store and pick up a pair of metric pliers for me?  And while you are 
at it, see if they still have that sale on left -handed hammersò.   
 
Perhaps a more accurate origin was when, in the 1500ôs, the western world shifted from the Julian to 
the Gregorian style calendar year thus moving New Yearôs Day from April 1st until January 1st.  But 
those who could be tricked into believing April 1 st was still the proper day to celebrate the New Year 
would have neighbors unexpectedly drop in on them on that day in a effort to confuse them into  
thinking they were receiving a New Yearôs call: òApril Foolôs on you!ò  out of this singular April Foolôs 
joke supposedly grew our current tradition of testing the patience of family and friends.  
 
I am sure that as He hung there dying on the cross, many thought Jesus was 
the original and ultimate April Foolôs: óHe saved others; he cannot save himself.  
He is the King of Israel?  Let him come down from the cross now, and we will 
believe in him. (Matthew 27:42).   I mean, how could anyone actually believe ï 
until He proved it to us ï that  God Himself would give up His life to save ours?  
But apparently it was the only way the God of the universe could restore peace 
between  Himself and us His erring children. So, that is what Jesus did for us in 
spite of what people thought of Him.  My Father, if this cannot pass unless 
I drink it, your will be done. ô  (Matthew 26:42,  Romans 5:6-8). 
 
Who then is the true Fool?  Paul says that our world is now divided between 
those who have gratefully accepted Godôs sacrificial gift of forgiveness and those who foolishly reject it. 

For the message about the cross is foolishness  to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God.  é For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness  of our proclamation, to save those 
who believe. é. For Godôs foolishness  is wiser than human wisdom, and Godôs  
weakness is stronger than human strength.  (1 Corinthians 1:15-31 ).  

So, the only genuine fool left is that person who in spite of all the surrounding evidence of Godôs  
creation of and love for us, still insists on rejecting Godôs advances:  The fool has said in his heart 
there is no god  (Psalm 53:1-3).  
 
Why in our hearts?  Because when we look down into the very recesses of our lives and intentions, we 
will find God standing there waiting for us to surrender to His love and forgiveness.  And the only way 
we can thus reject God, is to not believe what we know with our hearts to be true é. that would be a 
very foolish thing to do!    Happy Easter everyone - john  
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Seven Stanzas at Easter  
(1 Corinthians 15:12-19) 

John Updike, 1960. 

Make no mistake: if He rose at all 
it was as His body; 

if the cellsô dissolution did not reverse, the molecules 
reknit, the amino acids rekindle,  

the Church will fall.  

It was not as the flowers,  
each soft Spring recurrent; 

it was not as His Spirit in the mouths and fuddled  
eyes of the eleven apostles; 

it was as His flesh: ours. 

The same hinged thumbs and toes, 
the same valved heart 

thatïpiercedïdied, withered, paused, and then 
regathered out of enduring Might  

new strength to enclose. 

Let us not mock God with metaphor,  
analogy, sidestepping, transcendence; 

making of the event a parable, a sign painted in the  
faded credulity of earlier ages:  
let us walk through the door.  

The stone is rolled back, not papier-mâché, 
not a stone in a story,  

but the vast rock of materiality that in the slow  
grinding of time will eclipse for each of us  

the wide light of day.  

And if we will have an angel at the tomb,  
make it a real angel, 

weighty with Max Planckôs quanta, vivid with hair, 
opaque in the dawn light, robed in real linen  

spun on a definite loom. 

Let us not seek to make it less monstrous, 
for our own convenience, our own sense of beauty,  

lest, awakened in one unthinkable hour, we are  
embarrassed by the miracle, 

and crushed by remonstrance. 
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Additional Ways to Get More Out of Worship  
By Joan Richwine  

 

 Two months ago I shared with you a few things from a recent article by Michael Brown in 
Modern Reformation magazine. This article suggested that we remember worship is first and 
foremost about the Lord. We need to come to worship expecting to hear from God and we also 
need to make preparations the day before so that we are ready to worship when we gather on 
the Lordôs Day. 
 

 Here are a few additional ideas this month on ways that worship can be more meaningful 
for you. In order for you to be prepared to worship, one important thing to strive for is to get a 
good nightôs rest the night before. None of us feels at our best when we havenôt had a restful 
night. In order to be ready to hear from God, we need to be able to focus on His Word as we 
worship together. How many of you remember how hard it was to keep focused on what the 
teacher was saying if you hadnôt slept well the night before? (Maybe weôre all too old to  
remember that).  Perhaps we need to curtail late night activities on Saturday in order to be  
rested and ready to hear from God during worship.  
 

 Another thing that may enhance your ability to worship might be for you to read the  
text(s) on which the pastor will be preaching ahead of time. These are printed in the bulletin 
each week and it takes only a few minutes. Better still would be to read through these texts each 
day prior to Sunday worship. This helps you begin meditating on what the text says so that you 
can be ready to hear what God has to say to you through His messenger on Sunday morning. 
  
 Finally, and I think, most importantly, we should be praying for Pastor John so that he will 
have clarity of mind and the ability to preach in ways that we can understand. Paul asked the  
Colossian believers to pray for him that God would open doors for him to share the good news 
and that he might do so clearly. (Colossians 4:3, 4) If Paul needed the prayers of other believers, 
how much more does our pastor need our prayers?  Specifically we can pray that God will grant 
him ñprofitable hours of study during the week, free from distractions.ò We can pray that God will 
give him ñinsight into the Scriptures, rightly applying the text to our livesò and that he will  
faithfully point us to the person and work of Jesus. And, we should be praying that he will have 
the courage to apply the truths he is studying to his own life so as to better shepherd the flock 
the Lord has given to him.  
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Presbyterian MENôS Conference 
 
Men, mark your calendars now for a wonderful relaxing and  
inspirational weekend at Camp Massanetta for the  Synod of 

Mid-Atlantic Menôs Conference July 13-15. 
 

                                                           The theme for this gathering is  
                      Made in Godôs Image, Genesis 1:26-28. 

Our Keynote speaker will be Dr. Don Hudson, Associate Professor of Religious Studies and Chair of the  
Philosophy & Religion Department, King College, Bristol, Tennessee.  

His areas of specialty are the Old Testament and the Book of Judges and he annually leads a team  
of archeology students to Israel.  

 
Registration will open soon. We usually have 6-10 men, including Ron Morris and John Salley, attending this 
event.  Approximate cost for two nights, six meals and a single occupancy room is $340.00 (double  
occupancy: $295.00).  The Church has scholarship money available to help defray this cost.  

Crock Pot Beef and Barley Soup  
(as served at the Irish Pot Luck after worship on Sunday, March 25th, 2018).  Like 
most of life, cooking is an art -form more than a science. So, if you donôt like my  
proportions, be creative.  This started out as a stovetop recipe that I adapted for 
crockpot because I needed to do most of the work the night before.  The only 
problem is that you canôt add the barley the night before because it would soak up 
all the broth and turn your soup into porridge by the next morning.  So, you have 
to do the barley separate and add it in just before you serve it.  This recipe fills ½ 
my 6 quart crockpot.  For a church potluck double it. - john  
 

  Ingredients:  
1.5 pounds pot roast or flank steak sliced thing across the grain, then cubed.  
48 oz. Beef stock (2 cups reserved for cooking barley later). 
1 medium onion chopped 
1.5 tsp chopped garlic (1 tsp. if freeze dried)  
1 10oz. bag of matchstick carrots 
2 stalks celery chopped 
1 10oz. can of Rotel (diced tomatoes with mild green chilies)  
1 tbs. Worcestershire sauce 
1 pkg. mushroom gravy 
¼ tsp. thyme  
2 tsps. dried parsley. (2 tbs. fresh chopped)  
1 bay leaf 
2 tbs. red wine (optional)  
Salt, pepper, sugar to taste 

Toss all these ingredients into a crockpot on high for 4 hours until cooked tender; remove the bay leaf.  
Turn off the pot and let sit covered, or refrigerate, overnight until needed ( You may want to use an  
immersion blender to chop up ½ the soup but leave the rest chunky ). 
 

 2 cups reserved Beef stock 
 1 cup pearled (10 minute) barley  
On the day of service, turn crockpot back on high to bring soup to serving heat.  In a separate pot boil 
barley in reserved stock until done.  Mix this in with the rest of the soup, serve and enjoy the  
accolades! 
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Bedford County Nursing Home  

     Betty Abbott -  Room 114  

Elks Home ï 931 Ashland Ave.  

 Anna Latimer, Room B -208  
   Anne Miles, Room D -101  
  Frankie Latimer,  Room H -205  

      Nat Harvey,  Apt F -103    
      Polly Turner, Apt C -101    

      Frank & Tinkie Avery, Apt E -202           

 

Quarry Hill  

 Anne Tiedeman  
 30 Community Dr., #312  

 Camden, ME 04843  
 

Runk & Pratt  
 Frances Childress  

 Liberty Ridge  
 30 Monica Blvd.  
 Room 349  

  Lynchburg, VA  24502  
 

Bentley Commons  
      Pat Clarke  

      Bentley Commons,  
      1604 Graves Mill Rd.  Room 212  

      Lynchburg, VA 24502  

In Our Prayers  
Diddams: Becky Stanley- (friend)  

                Rich (son)  

Dills:  Kathy Harvey- (Liberty High employee)   

Easter: Jan's brother David smith 

            Concord pastor  

Ecklund- Rick- (pastor at MSUMC) 

Foster: Mickey- (Tomôs sister)      

               Evelyn Booker     

    Sue & Ron Case- (Ellenôs sister & brother-in-law)   

Goodman: David Abbott-(Bettyôs nephew)  

Gould: Kevin Gould- (Jay & Venusô son)     

Grigg: Charlotte Mays- (co-workers daughter)             

Heinrich: Steven - (grandson)                

             John Primrose-(brother)  

Kibbey: Edwina Byrum- (friend)  

              Joy Byrne-(friend)  

Mauser: Al & Gayle  

             Joyce Reese- (friend)  

             Steven-(sonôs boss)  

             Rosie- (relative)  

             Bob- (friend)  

             Jim- (friend)   

Morris: All first responders and police officers  

             Friend with unknown bleeder  

            Marilyn Bremner- (daughterôs mother-in-law)  

Richwine: Brent- (nephew)  

             Jack Clevenger- (friend)  

Salley: John & Joe Solon-(Bettyôs brothers)  

            Jean - (Bettyôs sister)  

Saunders: Brent Lester- (friend of Ronnieôs)  

             Colin Bridges- (grandson- 12yr old)  

             Robert Lane- (friend) 

Saunders: Nelson 

Scheurer: Stephanie Hale- (friend of Sandyôs)  

              Betty Marx- (friend)  

               Ray Craig-(friend)  

Schubert: Gerda & Ed  

Smith: Bill Walker-(Sonyaôs father)  

Stetson: Ronald Fessler-(Loriôs former boss)  

               Sarah Henry- (niece) 

Stevens: Bradley Wright  

              Larry Johnson -(friend)  

               Jackie Landis 

Toney: Karen Hyde- (friend)  

             Harold Deel-(Alôs brother-in-law)  

Utley: Pastor of St. Andrews 

Webb: Shawnôs father  

Wilkes: Deborah Shoup- (Maryôs cousin)   

Wilkerson: Ricky Wilkerson-(Danôs cousin)   

 

In Our Prayers  
Barnes: Robert Dudding- (brother)  

              Faye Kingery (sister) 

Blair :   Roger Henderson-(friend) 

              Jim & Nancy Henry- (friends)  

             David & Donna Gibson- (friends) 

             Steve Rush- (friend)  

Boone: Ron Hackman-(neighbor)               

             Jim Hedrick- (friends)                 

             Kay Bailey-(friend)     

Chryssikos: Phillip-(son) 

Cram: Winslowôs-(friends of Sallyôs)   

             Paul Lucero- (friend's nephew)             

 DeWitt : Danny Magan- (friend of family)                  

               Jackie Overstreet- (friend)            
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Members in the Military 
 
 

Nick Stetson - Navy  

Lemorre, CA    
 

 Isaiah Brooke - Navy  

California 

Ben Daniel - Army  

Deployed- Iraq  

Joy Byrne - Army  

Deployed- Afghanistan  
   

    Land of the Free,  

   Because  of the Brave  

                    April Birthdays  
       
            Margaret Lambert    -        4  
 Brett Yule  -        9 
            Sherry Parker             -       18 
 Tricia Schubert -       23 
 Al Mauser  -       24 
 Alex Forté  -       26 
 Richard Tate  -       29 

  April  Anniversaries  
 

                 Dave and Lori Stetson        - 1 
                   Ron and Margaret Morris   - 8 
                   Fred and Sandy Scheurer  - 22 
       John and Sonya Smith        - 30 
                       

MISSIONARIES  SUPPORTED BY THIS CHURCH: 
Lee and Gracie Murphree, La Ermita, Honduras 

website: heartofchristhonduras.org 
 

Our Friends in Turkistan  

 bradleydlong1@gmail.com  Please Help!!  

In working with the 175th   
Anniversary Committee,  
I became very interested in  
D-Day and the part our church 
played during this period.  I'm 
especially interested in finding 
out more about how people congregated at 
our church as the telegrams about loved ones 
came in to Greens Drug  Store.  
If you personally have memories of this or 
maybe have heard your parents or grandpar-
ents speak of it, I would love to interview you 
and hear your recollections. Please contact 
me and help add to the celebration of our 175 
years in the heart of Bedford.  

Ellen Foster (586-4156 or 425-1325)  

SPRING FLING BRUNCH  
POTLUCK- April 22nd  

 

Come join us after service on  
April 22nd for a spectacular brunch 
potluck. So fix your favorite brunch 
food to share and join us for a great 

day of fellowship!!!!!  
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                    April 2018 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 
1 

Easter Sunday 
10 am Service 

Communion 

Small Group,  

5:15 pm  

2 
Small Group , 

12 pm  

 

Quilters,6pm 

3 
Cubs, 7 pm  

4 
Joyful Noise, 

6:15 pm  

 

Choir, 7pm 

 5 
Small Group,  

2 pm  

Small Group,  

6 pm  

6 
Office closed 

 

7 
 

8 

10 am  Service 

5 ¢ a meal  

Small Group,  

5:15 pm  

9 
Shepherdsô  

Table 
 

Small Group , 

12 pm  
 

Quilters,6pm 
 
 

10 
Cubs, 7 pm  

11 
 
 

Deacons, 

4:30pm 
 

Joyful Noise, 

6:15 pm  
 
 

Choir, 7 pm  

12 
Small Group,  

2 pm  
 

Small Group,  

6 pm  

13 
Office closed 

 

 

14 
 

15 
10 am Service 

Session  

Small Group,  

5:15 pm  

 
 

 

 

 

 

16 

Small Group , 

12 pm  
 

Quilters, 6 pm 

 
 

 

 
   

 

17 
 

18 
 

Joyful Noise, 

6:15 pm  
 

Choir, 7pm 

 

 

 

19 
Small Group,  

2 pm  
 
 

Small Group,  

6 pm  

20 
Office closed 

 

 

21 
 

22 
10 am  Service 

Spring Fling  

Potluck 

Small Group,  

5:15 pm  

23 
 

Small Group , 

12 pm  

 

Quilters, 6 pm 
 

   

 

24 
 

Cubs, 7 pm  

25 

Joyful Noise, 

6:15 pm  
 

Choir, 7 pm  

 

26 
Small Group,  

2 pm  

 

Small Group,  

6 pm  

27 
Office Closed  

 

28 
 

29  

10 am  Service 
 

Small Group, 

5:15 pm  
 
 

 

30 
Small Group , 

12 pm 

 

Quilters, 6 pm 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

112 Center Street 
Monday- Scouts 6:30 pm ,  Tuesday- Narcotics Anonymous , 12 pm, Wednesday- Narcotics Anonymous , 8 pm  

  First Fridays: Liberty Gate , Sundays: Narcotics Anonymous 6 pm  
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Apr i l   2018   News le t t e r   

BCM is always in needé. 
Bedford Christian Ministries is always in need of  
non -perishable food items for their pantry. Along with 

household items and necessities, bathroom necessities like 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, towels and such are needed.  

So the next time you go shopping, please remember BCM 
and pick a few things up. You can drop the items in the 

box in the fellowship hallway beside the elevators and weôll 

make sure BCM receives it.  

 

MARCH CLERKôS CORNER 

 
 

¶ After recent roll cleanings, our active membership stands at 151. 

¶ But, not for long:  Heather Casdorph and Barbara Nichols were ap-

proved to join our church which now makes us 153.   

¶ John distributed the book In His Steps to session members asking them 

to read it and think about how life at Bedford Presbyterian might change 

if so many of us took to similar vow to only do what Jesus would do.  

This will be discussed at the upcoming session retreat.  And the books 

will be shared afterwards. 

¶ More details to come:  Something More will resume this summer ï as a 

book club, as a weekly Bible study (?)  Got something you would like to 

talk about? Tell Pastor John. 

¶ Opening our hearts and our church:  BPC will provide Thursdayôs dinner, based on Dotôs research of the 

Ugandan diet, to the Ugandan Childrenôs Choir. The group will then join us for worship at our Maundy 

Thursday service. 

¶ It has been a cold winter:  an additional $500 was designated to the Pastorôs Discretionary Fund to help 

needy Bedfordians with their heating bills. 

¶ The refinishing of the round oak table and the reception desk is completed.  

¶ Ready for some good eating?  The Spring Fling on April 22 will be a Pot Luck Brunch. 

¶ It took a few years, but Billôs office now has a new desk of his own choosing. 

¶ Watch for new 175th anniversary projects!  Hint:  One will help us make a lot of joyful noise and the other 

will help us get out the doors more quickly! 

¶ Did you see it?  Our Church has a beautiful ad in the ñThis Is Bedfordò newspaper that should be coming 

out soon.   

¶ Plan ahead:  BPC has reserved ñThe Churchmenò a blue-grass/gospel musical group for a concert for Fri-

day, May 3, 2019. 

¶ And save this date, too:  BPC will enjoy ñHigh Teaò at Avenel on Saturday, March 16, 2019.   All these 

are parts of our 175th Celebration happening in 2019 ï with more to come! 

¶ There will be a Session/Deacon Retreat, and Stated Meetings on Saturday, April 21.   


