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Study Guide on the Virgin Birth of Jesus:  Matthew 1:18-25, Philippians 2:5:11 

1. The sermon started out with the following quiz.  I BELIEVE… 

1. The Bible, is inspired and without error. 

2. In the virgin birth of Jesus. 

3. That Jesus actually performed miracles  

4. Jesus’ death on the cross paid for my sins.  

5. That Jesus physically rose from the dead  

Why might you have once doubted, or continue to doubt, or were confirmed 
in your belief of the truthfulness of these statements? 

 

2. The sermon next described the history of progressive theologians adopting  
“enlightened beliefs of God’s un-involvement in our world,” which caused them  reject 
the Bible’s miracle stories as actually having happened.   According to a 1988 survey, 
this was the percentage of  Pastors who no longer believed in Jesus’ virgin birth :  
American Lutherans 19%,  American Baptists 34%, Episcopalians 44%,  Presbyterians 
49%,  Methodists 60%  

Were you surprised at these percentages? How do you think their beliefs 
affect these pastor’s teaching of the Bible as God’s  word? 

 

3. The sermon’s first proof of Jesus’ virgin birth was to demonstrate why belief in God and 
the existence of miracles will always be – due to their lack of provability – a FAITH 
decision.  But that such a faith decision was quite reasonable because the overwhelming 
number of anecdotal proofs (numbers of witnesses) would lead any reasonable person 
to conclude that God and miracles do exist .  Check out the faith statements in 
Hebrews, chapter 11.  What do you think the author wants you to conclude 
about the validity of faith in God.  

 

Were you surprised to learn that all thinking people including scientists and 
even atheists have to rely on a faith decision:  Scientist’s cannot allow for 
miracles to enter into their experiments.  Atheists refuse to admit that their 
declaration of “no god” is equally, only, a faith statement.  

 

4. The sermon’s next proof of Jesus’ virgin birth used inductive logic to explain why the 
multitude of witnesses testifying that they saw Jesus performing miracles and that he 
did rise again from the dead, would give a very secure basis for believing – even while 
unprovable by any scientific method - that these things did happen.  And If Jesus did 
these things then his claims to be God, and “the son of God,” should also be true.  And 
that Mary’s claims of Jesus’ miraculous conception, as supported by both Elizabeth’s and 
Joseph’s reaction along with Jesus’ own self awareness, should also be believed. 

 

5. Bonus question:   Why do you think the sermon never turned to the Matthew’s  
pronouncement that Jesus’ virgin birth fulfilled and Old Testament prophecy?   
(Matthew 1:22-23)  

You may want to ask the pastor to explain the controversy around translating the 
Hebrew word “almah” as “virgin” or “young maid.” 


