Scripture:                           Psalms 8, Romans 8: 26-39, Matthew 5: 13-16
Sermon:                               Being Salt and Light in a Pandemic World     
I think it’s fair to say that since mid-March of this year, we have been living in a Pandemic World.  One might tend to characterize our world in some other way depending on some other circumstances that we face today.  Be that as it may, in our discussion of that characterization of our world we must somehow get back to the fact that the Coronavirus Pandemic still dominates our world.  
In the Commonwealth of Virginia we are still under COVID-19 guidelines, albeit in phase 3 of re-opening the different areas of our daily lives.  And depending for the most part on whether we see things from a conservative or liberal viewpoint or somewhere on that spectrum, most of us have our own views as to what we should and should not be allowed to do at this point in the Pandemic world that we are in.
And of course, added to the ramifications of the Pandemic world that we find ourselves in, there is the social unrest that has touched most corners of our nation since the horrific death of George Floyd.  And as most people who try to see things objectively would agree, the social unrest in our country has moved far beyond the peaceful protests that naturally followed the tragedy in Minneapolis.  Much of what is happening in the streets of our nation has nothing to do with that death.
In the midst of all of this, Jane and I are reading a refreshing little book of essays by Steven Garber titled “The Seamless Life.”  Steven is professor of marketplace theology at Regent College, Vancouver, B.C.  This little book speaks volumes to the situation we are in as a society and as a world.  “The Seamless Life” simply described is this:  to see the truest truths of the universe woven into the very meaning of life, labor, learning and liturgy.  That pretty well covers all the meaningful aspects of life as we know it and life and it should be.  
Steven Garber in this little book, makes reference to the essayist Wendell Barry, who talks about all the economies that make up life as we know it—family life, work, politics, the environment, the Church, etc.—and the fact that over all of these “economies” is a greater economy which he says is the “kingdom of God.”  And Wendell Barry says you can call that overarching economy what you like, but you can’t deny it.  
And here we are today at Bedford Presbyterian Church gathered in a beautiful, serene House of Worship as we meditate on that greater economy that we know as the kingdom of God.  As we worship here in this sanctuary away from the busy world around us, we must admit that no matter where we might appear on the political spectrum, the conservative-liberal spectrum, if you will, all of what I have described about the state of our country and our society is something that we must consider.  
In our consideration of what’s going on around us and among us, as Christ followers we must give some prayerful thought to some serious questions such as “How do we view the circumstances we find ourselves in and how does our view square with a Biblical Worldview?  And another question is this:  Will we search our own hearts and ask for the leading of the Holy Spirit not only in how we view the circumstances we are in, but equally importantly, will we be willing to follow His leading in possible ways that we as a church—the people of God—might be a part of the solution to what’s going on around us?
Since the effects of the Coronavirus Pandemic began to settle around us in March, I have been reminded several times that during many of the world’s serious pandemics during the past two millennia, it has been Christians who have tended to run into the fray to give aid rather than away from it.  That is no less true with this pandemic.  
Besides all the medical personnel who have worked tirelessly to bring healing to the thousands of folks stricken by COVID-19, I am thinking, too, of Samaritan’s Purse, who went to NYC and set up a portable hospital next to Sinai Hospital to help with the overflow of victims and recently Samaritan’s Purse has set up a portable facility in Alaska to help medical personnel there to be prepared for the great influx of fishermen coming from all over the world for the salmon run.
And I might add that the medical staff of Samaritan’s Purse did their job in NYC with utmost dignity, professionalism, and loving care despite some outspoken critics of their presence there.  The bottom line is that their critics do not appreciate the biblical worldview of Samaritan’s Purse.
Those critics need our prayers because what they do not realize is that it is the biblical worldview of Samaritan’s Purse that caused them to travel to NYC and to work in the midst of a pandemic hotspot.  Those tireless workers at Samaritan’s Purse are simply doing in their sphere of influence, what we all need to be doing in ours:  being “salt” and “light” in the world. 
After Jesus began His “Sermon on the Mount” with the Beatitudes as Matthew records it, He looked around at those multitudes gathered on the hillside that day and said to them, “You are the salt of the earth.”  His hearers that day would immediately make a connection with what Jesus was saying because salt was an essential commodity, so important that workers were often paid with salt, giving rise to our term salary.
Jesus and His hearers knew that salt was not only a flavor enhancer but also a preservative.  So, He followed that statement with an immediate conjecture:  What if salt could lose its saltiness?  Well, it would then be of no use except to be thrown out like sand for people to walk on.  I’m sure the point was well taken, maybe with a smile so as to say, “I never thought about it that way!”
A legitimate question that we might ask ourselves this morning is this:  Is Jesus speaking to us today and reminding us, too, “You are the salt of the earth”?  Might a significant part of our calling as Christ followers in our world be to act as a “flavor enhancer” in a society that is so desperately in need of the sweet savor of Christ’s loving Presence?  We never know when some discouraged soul is in need of a word of hope from a Christ follower who is sensitive to their need.
And as salt is a preservative, we are called to hold fast to the truth that is God’s Word.  We are called to gently and lovingly display the truth of God’s Word in our conversation and in our manner of life.  We are called to walk in the Truth and to speak the Truth in a gentle and loving way so as to draw others to that Truth.  That’s our calling: to be salt.
Then in another metaphor equally intriguing Jesus said to the multitude (and to us), “You are the light of the world.”  Jesus knew the conditions under which the people gathered on that hillside lived.  He knew there was a lot of spiritual darkness in their world.  He knew the significance of telling His hearers that they were “the light of the world.”  He was challenging them to live in such a way as to be a light to those caught up in the darkness of their day.  What happens when you turn a light switch on in a dark room?  The darkness flees!
Likewise, Jesus knows that there is so much darkness in our world, too.  Jesus knows that our world is in desperate need of His peace and His presence.  Jesus knows that the clamor and unrest in the streets of our cities is pointing to an absence of peace and hope and love that we know He can bring to a dark, broken and dying world around us.
The lingering effects of the Coronavirus Pandemic in our communities and the rise of new cases in some areas has left many, many people without hope.  They need desperately to see others in similar situations to theirs, but who are living examples of hope in a world filled with darkness and despair.  Are we displaying the hope that Jesus gives us as we interact with those in our world even as we practice social distancing?
What the world needs to see in us as individual Christ followers as well as corporately as the Church of Jesus Christ in the world, is an attitude of hope.  We are called to this hope:  Christ in us!  Paul says in Colossians 1:27: “Christ in you, the hope of glory!”  The New English Bible translates that verse this way:  “The secret is simply this: Christ in you!  Yes, Christ in you, bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come!”
That’s a secret you want to shout to your world!  You want to display the kind of confidence in our Lord Jesus Christ that inspired the Apostle Paul to say in Romans 8:28: “For we know that for those who love God, all things work together for good, for those who are called according to His purpose.”  Do we love God?  Do we know that we are called according to His purpose?  Then we know that God will somehow work the circumstances of our lives for our ultimate good.  Our daily lives should display that kind of confidence in His goodness.
Paul was so confident in God’s love that he could say, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”  He could ask the rhetorical question, “Who can separate us from God’s love?” because he knew that nothing in all of creation could ever separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord!
All of this kind of confidence was displayed by a man who was imprisoned because of his faith in Jesus Christ.  Paul knew persecution first hand.  He knew that he was going to die for the Faith.  Yet he could say about all of the hardship, persecution, want, abandonment by friends and all the rest, “..We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us!
If Paul were writing today, he would be assuring believers that absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God, in Christ Jesus our Lord.  He would remind us with assurance that the Coronavirus Pandemic can’t separate us from the Love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
So as we face our world—our Coronavirus Pandemic world, our social upheaval and unrest world, our anti-Christian society world—Jesus would remind us to face that world keeping ever before us His admonition that we are called to be salt and light in the world.  No matter how much opposition we may face in our world, we are commissioned by Jesus Christ to let our light shine—the light of His joyous presence living in us—let our light shine before the world so that all may see our good works and give glory of our Father in heaven. 
When we think of the love our heavenly Father has for us, that He would send His own Son into the world to die so that we might have life, how can we say thanks for such a gift of love and grace and mercy?  We say “Thanks!” with our lives being salt and light in the world because we have the assurance that God’s greater economy—His kingdom— is ruling over us and we want to share His love to those in our world.
Amen and amen!    
